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From ‘Spock’ Greetings to Chopstick Torah
Plan Outlined for
Pointers, Synagogues Are Rethinking
Donations in Pittsburgh
Practices Amid the Coronavirus Outbreak
Synagogue Attack
by

Flowers outside the Tree of life Synagogue. (AFP)

(AP) — About $5.5 million
that poured in from donors
after the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue attack that killed 11

worshippers is being distributed according to a plan outlined
Monday by Jewish groups.
(Donations — Page 7)

US Military Cancels Plans to
Purchase More Iron Dome
Missile Defense Batteries

by

MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The
U.S. military is canceling plans

to purchase more Iron Dome
missile defense batteries from
(Iron Dome — Page 4)

ViacomCBS to Host BDS
Advocate Linda Sarsour as Part
Of Women’s History Month
by

JACKSON RICHMAN

(JNS) — ViacomCBS is scheduled to host this month former
Women’s March leader Linda
Sarsour, who is known for her
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Rabbi Mira Rivera, left, and Ariela Noy read the megillah during the livestreamed Purim service at Romemu in New York City, March 9. (Romemu)

prayers, Weiner realized that
“in the virtual space we were
well above a minyan.”
“It felt unusual but I think
we are all in vastly unusual cir-

cumstances,” he told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency on Monday.
“We are all kind of rewriting
how we do things.”
(Outbreak — Page 8)

‘It’s Separating Families’: How
the Unprecedented Coronavirus
Lockdown Is Affecting Italy’s Jews
by

Israeli soldiers walk near an Iron Dome anti-missile battery in the southern
Israeli city of Sderot, Aug. 9, 2018. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

JOSEFIN DOLSTEN

(JTA) — On a typical Friday,
some 200 people show up for
services at Temple De Hirsch
Sinai, a Reform congregation
in Seattle.
But last week, there was no
one in the pews as Rabbi Daniel
Weiner welcomed Shabbat in
the synagogue’s smaller sanctuary. Instead, some 1,500 people watched Weiner lead the
prayers on their computers.
The synagogue hasn’t been
holding any services for 10
days due to the coronavirus
outbreak, which has claimed 21
lives in Washington state and
thousands around the world.
Though there wasn’t a physical minyan, the quorum of 10
people required to say certain

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

(JTA) — The outbreak of the
coronavirus in northern Italy
forced Claudia Bagnarelli to
make a painful choice.
“To keep visiting my 94-yearold mother, I needed to stop seeing everyone else in my life,” Bagnarelli, a Jewish ballet teacher
from Milan, said Monday.
To avoid the risk of infecting
her mother with the virus, Bagnarelli has gone into indefinite
self-quarantine. On Monday,
the Italian government ordered
(Lockdown — Page 13)

A man and woman stand outside the Milan Cathedral with protective masks
and sanitizing gels, Feb. 23. (Andrea Diodato/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

‘One Jewish Boy,’ an English Play About a
Mixed-Race Interfaith Couple, Sold Out Shows
– And Ignited a Storm of Anti-Semitism
by

CURT SCHLEIER

support of the anti-Israel BDS
movement and has been accused of spreading anti-Semitism.
“Join us 3/11 at 4:30 pm EST
for a conversation with author
and co-organizer of the Women’s March, Linda Sarsour!
Check your inbox for RSVP details,” posted Viacom’s Women’s Employee Affinity Group

(JTA) — Stephen Laughton
is a British-Jewish playwright
on the road to stardom. His
third play, “One Jewish Boy,”
received rave reviews a little
more than a year ago when it
ran at the Old Red Lion Theater, a London equivalent of an
off-Broadway house.
It was so successful, in fact,
that it scored a movie deal,
a national tour and, starting
Tuesday, a run in a prestigious
West End theater.

(Sarsour — Page 4)

(One Jewish Boy — Page 7)

Asha Reid, left, as Alex, and Robert Neumark-Jones as Jesse in “One Jewish
Boy.” (Alex Fine)
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Community …

Mark Henderson – Jewish Federation of
Greater Rochester’s Security Maven
Growing up, Mark Henderson
didn’t need to dream of becoming a police officer, it was already part of his DNA. “That was

the family business,” Henderson
says. “My grandfather was a
patrolman for the Canandaigua
City Police Department and my

ADOPT A JEWISH SOLDIER
FOR PASSOVER
BRING PESACH TO JEWS SERVING OUR NATION BY
HELPING TO SEND PASSOVER CARE PACKAGES.
NEW IN 2020: GO FUND ME Campaign “Passover
Packages for Jewish Service Members” or email
jewishsoldiersproject@gmail.com for link
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:
“Temple Beth David”
AND PUT “Jewish Soldiers Project” on the memo line.
Send to: Temple Beth David, 2131 Elmwood Ave.,
Rochester, N.Y. 14618
PLEASE MAKE DONATIONS BY WED. MARCH 25, 2020

father was lieutenant /zone commander for the NY State police,”
he further explains.
He attended the University
of Albany with the intention of
pursuing a law degree. While
working a paid internship for
the NY State Assembly, Henderson was offered a job in law
enforcement. It was then that
he thought, “Maybe I should
continue the family tradition.”
And the rest, as they say, is
history.
Having just completed a 34.5year law enforcement career
with the Town of Brighton, of
which the last nine were as
police chief, in September of
2019, Henderson assumed the
position of regional director
of community security for the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Rochester. This was not the first
time Henderson had considered
a transition. In 2016, Henderson
was about to leave his position
as police chief for a job with
University of Rochester. However, he received “tremendous
pushback” from the community, including many within the
Jewish community, expressing
how much he meant to them. In
the end, he decided to stay on

Mark Henderson

as Brighton police chief.
The move to the Jewish Federation is a felicitous blend of
Henderson’s dedication to law
enforcement and his connection
to Rochester’s Jewish community. As police chief, Henderson always had an open-door
policy, but his bond with the
Jewish community was reinforced further following the
2017 bomb threats to Rochester’s JCC and the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania Tree of Life Synagogue shooting, in 2018. “I
agreed to take the position,”
he says, “because I knew that I
wouldn’t be leaving a community I felt very close to; I would

actually be able to focus all my
efforts on the community.”
“As Brighton police chief, I
thought I had a really good handle on the Jewish community,”
referring to when he initially
assumed his new role. Very
quickly, I learned it is much
larger than Brighton.” After acquainting himself with school
principals, faith leaders, and
directors of Jewish institutions,
he now has a more complete
picture of the Jewish landscape.
He also has a deep appreciation for the community’s
concerns regarding personal
safety (particularly in light of
the recent anti-Semitic incidents in Jersey City, New Jersey
and Monsey, NY).
From day one, Henderson has
dedicated his efforts to identifying security concerns and ways
to implement change. These
have included tightening access
control to Jewish institutions.
For example, by installing keypad and fob entry systems.
Other security measures such
as the installation of closed-circuit cameras and stationing law
enforcement-trained security
guards, in some cases armed
(Henderson — Page 8)

My Family Is Among the 80,000
Israelis Living in Quarantine.
This Is Our Story.
by

URIEL HEILMAN

MODIIN, Israel (JTA) —
When our seventh day of quarantine began with a knock
on the door from a guy in a
hazmat suit, it was almost a
relief finally to have a visitor
in the house.
He had come to test my wife
and me for coronavirus. My
four children eyed the man
warily as he unpacked the testing kits at our dining room
table.
Barely halfway through a
mandatory 14-day quarantine,
we were beginning to go a little
stir crazy. Our kids, who range
in age from 2 to 10, could not
attend school or leave home.
Our living room was littered
with board games, Legos and
the remains of half-finished
art projects. We were starting
to run low on some essentials,
and I realized with dismay one
day at lunchtime that I somehow had forgotten to change
out of my pajamas.
Articles with quarantine recommendations often list things
like binge-worthy TV shows,
advice for working from home
or how to exercise and eat
right. They don’t include many
tips for keeping four young
children occupied or a family
of six from going insane.

The author is tested for coronavirus while under quarantine in Israel. (Courtesy
of Uriel Heilman)

It wasn’t unt i l af ter we
awoke on our first morning in
northern Italy for a much-anticipated, first-ever family ski
vacation in Europe that we
realized we had landed in the
newest coronavirus hot spot.
At first, we tried to shrug
off the foreboding news. The
epicenter of the outbreak was
a three-hour drive away, in the
Lombardy region near Milan,
and we were in the Dolomite
Mountains some 130 miles
away. So we slid into our snow
pants, piled into our rental car
and drove past the unfortunately named Corona Hotel to
the base of the gondola that
would take us up to the Pinzolo ski area.

That evening, however, as
increasingly worrisome reports
proliferated about the virus’
rapid spread, we began to grow
anxious. By the next night,
we had decided to cut our trip
short and fly back to Israel,
where we’re living this year
— mostly to try to avoid a possible quarantine order.
We had a family bat mitzvah
scheduled that weekend, and a
host of other things we didn’t
want to miss, including a national academic achievement
awards ceremony honoring our
oldest child.
But the morning after we
landed, we learned that anybody returning from Italy
(Quarantine — Page 6)
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Religion …

In the New Daf Yomi Cycle, Daily Talmud
Study is Reaching New Populations

Women celebrate completing the 7 1/2-year cycle of Talmud study at a ceremony held by the organization Hadran in Jerusalem. (Screenshot from YouTube)
by

BEN SALES

(JTA) — In December, when
she was given two to four years
to live, Catherine Johnson decided to start studying a page
of Talmud a day.
An expansive work of Jewish
law and narrative written in
Aramaic and Hebrew, the Talmud spans 2,711 double-sided
pages. At a rate of one page
studied each day, a practice
called Daf Yomi (Aramaic for
“daily page”), the whole thing
takes 7 1/2 years to complete.
Johnson isn’t sure she’ll be
able to finish it. But every page,
every day, is a small victory.

“It just struck a chord with
me,” said Johnson, who has
ovarian cancer. “Time was a
big deal for me. People were
putting constraints on the
amount of time I had and the
idea of starting something that
would take 7 1/2 years to complete — it felt like a statement
of hope.”
Johnson’s cancer isn’t the
only thing that sets apart her
embrace of Talmud study. Traditionally, the Talmud has been
mainly the domain of Orthodox men. Johnson is a non-Orthodox woman living in North
Wales, in the western part of

the United Kingdom, more than
an hour’s drive from a synagogue.
And she’s not alone. The
latest Daf Yomi cycle, which
began in January, has drawn
a much broader following than
perhaps at any time during its
century-long history.
Previously, only those with
the fortitude to show up in person every day for a lesson in
millennia-old Jewish law — or
study it on their own or with
a partner — could participate.
But with the proliferation of
online tools to study Talmud
in translation, and Facebook
groups to connect with others
who have undertaken the daily
commitment, a much wider
spectrum of people seem to
have taken it on.
For those who live far from
other Jews, Daf Yomi has created a virtual community of
fellow learners.
“On a persona l level, it
stopped the isolation that I felt
and it personally supported
me,” said Johnson, who now
texts daily with other women
studying Daf Yomi that she has
met through Facebook. “It’s

lovely to have other women
who are intelligent and smart
and they know things I don’t
know and they have a background different from me.”
Part of what has enabled the
broadening of Talmud study
is the proliferation of online
tools that make the text easily
accessible to English speakers.
Sefaria, the free online library
of Jewish texts, offers a lineby-line translation of the entire
Talmud. (Sefaria CEO Daniel
Septimus is a board member
of 70 Faces Media, JTA’s parent
company.)
My Jewish Learning launched
an email series in January featuring a daily teaching based
on that day’s page. (Both My
Jewish Learning and JTA are
subsidiaries of 70 Faces Media.)
And a range of podcasts, Facebook groups and other digital
resources enable the study of
the daily page from virtually
anywhere.
Rabbi Joseph Meszler, who
runs a nearly 400-member Facebook group called Daf Yomi for
Progressive Rabbis, said today’s
tense political environment
may be pushing people back to

ancient texts as a break from
the nonstop news cycle.
“One of the reasons people
were eager for it is times were
tough emotionally, and people
were looking for some kind of
transcendental check-in, something that helps them rise above
reacting to the right-now,” said
Meszler, the spiritual leader at
Temple Sinai in Sharon Massachusetts, a Reform synagogue.
“I think everyone is looking for
meaning and trying to make
sense of our world.”
Online learning isn’t ideal for
everyone. Garry Stein, a Canadian who lives in Hong Kong
and does business in Ghana,
appreciates the opportunity to
access the Talmud from his
phone across many time zones,
but says it isn’t the same as
studying in person with a partner, a traditional mode of learning known as “hevruta.”
“It is much harder to do it in a
community when you’re traveling as much as I am,” he said. “I
do wish I had someone I could
talk to regularly while studying
online. The posting [on Facebook groups] is useful to me,
(New Daf Yomi — Page 15)

The News in Brief …

Julian Edelman is Studying for His Bar Mitzvah
by

MARCY OSTER

(JTA) — New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman said he is studying for his
bar mitzvah.
Edelman told Los Angeles
Magazine before the start of a
Ruderman Family Foundation
dinner that he is going to have
a bar mitzvah in Los Angeles
“soon.”
“I speak with a rabbi every
Friday. He’s from out here,”
Edelman said.
Edelman, 33, also said he has
attended synagogue during the
football season.
He is one of only a few Jewish
players in the league, embracing that side of his identity over
time.
Before the Super Bowl in

2012, Edelman acknowledged
that he has a Jewish father and
his mother is not Jewish. He
was not raised in the faith.
“I’m kind of Jewish but not
really,” he said at the time.
But since then he has shown
his Jewish pride on a number of occasions. In a 2014

game, for instance, he wore a
pin featuring the Israeli flag.
He has tweeted about Jewish
holidays. He even went on a
Birthright-style trip to Israel,
and has written a children’s
book that references modern-day Zionism founder Theodor Herzl.

After the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting in the fall
that killed 11, he wore special
cleats with Hebrew on them to
honor the victims. And in December he wore custom cleats
to support the Israel Baseball
Association. They were auctioned off to raise money for

Now friends and family around the globe
can be part of a loved one’s service.

Brighton Memorial Chapel offers live funeral broadcasting
for services that take place within our chapel.
All at NO CHARGE.

Rochester’s Jewish Funeral Home

585-427-8520

Julian Edelman warms up before a
game against the Houston Texans
at NRG Stadium in Houston, Dec. 1,
2019. (Wesley Hitt/Getty Images)

the cause.
Edelman did not specify a
date for the bar mitzvah. His
business partner Assaf Swissa said they were working on
“something big” involving the
bar mitzvah and preferred not
to reveal more, according to the
report. b

3325 Winton Road S., Rochester NY 14623 • www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

See why Brighton Memorial Chapel is Establishing a New Tradition.
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View Point …

Coronavirus Is Our Amalek.
The Torah’s Lesson Is Clear:
Protect the Vulnerable.
by

MICHAEL KNOPF

As Jewish communities gather
to celebrate the Purim holiday
under the shadow of a global
pandemic, it is worth heeding
a piece of wisdom embedded in
one of the scriptures most closely associated with the holiday.
On the Sabbath before Purim,
observant Jews traditionally
study a biblical passage known
as Parashat Zakhor (Deuteronomy 25:17-19). This text recounts
how the ancient nation known as
Amalek attacked the Children of
Israel in the wilderness shortly
after the Exodus from Egypt.
“Remember,” admonishes the
passage, “what Amalek did to
you on the way when you left
Egypt, for they surprised you on
the way, and they hit from your
rear all the vulnerable who were
behind you.” The text concludes
with the exhortation to “blot out
the memory of Amalek from underneath the heavens — do not
forget!”
The text raises a question: The
biblical Israelites had a lot of
enemies, so why is Amalek singled out for unique condemnation? Perhaps it’s because there is
something singularly evil about
targeting the vulnerable, and
the kind of foe who would do
such a thing is someone God
commands us to be eternally
vigilant against. It’s a deep lesson: Regardless of how peaceful and prosperous we are, the
pernicious force that targets the
weak is uniquely enduring and
persistent.
Amalek is a good metaphor for
diseases like COVID-19, which

uniquely threaten and hurt those
who are already the most vulnerable: the marginalized, the
poor, the sick, the weak. Many
of us are fortunate enough to be
in positions where we can, so to
speak, ride out the storm. We can
avoid public gatherings, we can
stock up on food and supplies,
we have paid sick days, we have
ready access to quality healthcare
and the resources to afford it,
we have family and friends who
can help pick up our slack or the
ability to hire outside help when
we need.
But many others are not so fortunate, and natural disasters like
disease pandemics expose these
inequities because they primarily
and disproportionately impact
those who are already marginal
and vulnerable.
This, I think, points to the
real reason why the Torah is
especially concerned with the
history and legacy of the Israelites’ encounter with Amalek.
It’s not exactly because Amalek
targeted the vulnerable. That is
to be expected; it’s what enemies like Amalek do. No, it’s
because the Children of Israel
should have known that leaving
their weakest members exposed
and defenseless put them at great
risk of harm from an enemy like
Amalek. As one modern Hasidic master, Rabbi Yehudah Leib
Zachs, puts it, “If the Israelite
nation had not forgotten these
vulnerable people, and rather
had brought them under the protection of the Divine Presence…
by including them with the rest
of the population, Amalek could
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not have harmed them.” (Iturei
Torah, Parashat Ki Teitzei).
That’s why we are admonished
to remember what happened with
Amalek. That’s why we are commanded not to forget: Because
there will always be enemies
that target the vulnerable, whether those enemies are human or
forces of nature, whether those
enemies are deliberately hostile
or indiscriminately damaging.
Our job is to keep the most vulnerable among us front of mind,
to ensure the weakest among us
are protected, included in our
communal concern and shielded
by our care.
Our job, to quote Scripture, is
ultimately to create a society in
which there are no needy, where
justice prevails and equity reigns.
Unfortunately, our real-life
track record at heeding this
warning is not so good. For example, here in Virginia, where
I live, one million people — including 81 percent of food service workers, 75 percent of childcare workers, and 47 percent of
nursing, psychiatric, and home
health aides — have no paid sick
leave, and are forced to go to
work when they are ill and send
their children to school when
they are sick. To add insult to
injury, when the first Virginian
tested positive for coronavirus,
the Virginia Senate refused to
vote for a bill to require employers to offer paid sick days to
workers, according to Kim Bobo,
executive director of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public
Policy. The next day, the Senate
killed the bill for good. This is
not only a gross injustice, but
an urgent public health concern.
When folks have to go to work
when they’re sick, contagious
illnesses will spread. And when
our representatives fail to provide for their welfare, we are at
least partly responsible.
Systems like this empower
Amalek-like enemies such as
coronavirus, because they leave
the most vulnerable among us
uniquely exposed. It is incumbent upon us to ensure everyone is brought equally under
the community’s protective care.
And when we work to build such
a just and equitable society, the
deadliness of pandemics and
other natural disasters can be
blunted.
Conversely, when we fail to
uphold this responsibility and
people die, their blood is, at least
in part, on our hands.
May those who have been infected with coronavirus experience a full and speedy recovery,
may the families of the bereaved
find consolation, and may we
have the strength and insight
necessary to make our way
through these anxious times. b
© Forward, reprinted with authorization.

Sarsour

(Continued from Page 1)

on Facebook on Thursday.
The Women’s History Month
event is specifically being hosted by the multinational media
conglomerate’s Office of Global
Inclusion, a source familiar
with the situation told JNS.
ViacomCBS did not respond to
multiple requests for comment.
Sarsour, a Palestinian American, has been an outspoken
critic of Israel and has supported the BDS movement; the Anti-Defamation League says her
BDS advocacy “encourages
and spreads anti-Semitism.”
Dexter Van Zile, a researcher
at the Committee for Accuracy
in Middle East Reporting and
Analysis (CAMERA), rebuked
CBS for inviting Sarsour. “The
idea that so many people who
are interested in global inclusion are essentially promoting
a speaker who called for Ayaan
Hirsi Ali’s vagina to be removed is just insane,” he told
JNS on Friday.
In 2011, Sarsour posted on
Twitter that conservative writer “Brigitte Gabriel= Ayaan
Hirsi Ali. She’s asking 4 an a$$
whippin’. I wish I could take
their vaginas away — they
don’t deserve to be women.”
Van Zile also said that Sarsour, a surrogate for the Democratic presidential candidate
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.),
has “worked to marginalize
and demonize American Jews
who support Israel as long as
she has been a public figure.”
“What do these people [at
ViacomCBS] think they’re
doing?” he asked rhetorically.
“Why would they help promote the idea of someone who
has spoken in such ugly terms
about American Jews and
about the victims of Islamist
violence? It’s unbelievable!”
He added that “the whole
point of Sarsour’s rhetoric is
to drive Jews who support Israel from the public square

and to drive Israel out of the
circle of concern on the part of
the so-called progressive left.
That’s not inclusion. That’s
exclusion.”
The Women’s March cut ties
last year with Sarsour and two
other co-founders due to accusations of anti-Semitism.
At the American Muslims for
Palestine conference in Chicago last year, Sarsour equated
the State of Israel to white supremacy. “Ask them this: How
can you be against white supremacy in the United States of
America and the idea of living
in a supremacist state based
on race and class, but then you
support a state like Israel that
is built on supremacy, that is
built on the idea that Jews are
supreme to everybody else?”
she said.
“Ask those who call themselves progressive Zionists to
explain to you how can they
be against the separation of
children on the U.S.-Mexican border? How can they be
against building a wall between us and Mexico? How
can they be against agencies
like ICE–Immigration Customs
Enforcement? But then you tell
me … ‘you can’t push me out
of the movement because I’m
also against white supremacy.’ ”
Additionally, Sarsour has expressed support for Palestinian
terrorist Rasmea Odeh and
police-killing fugitive Assata
Shakur, in addition to Nation
of Islam head Louis Farrakhan.
“ViacomCBS hosting Jew-hating Israelophobe Sarsour promotes legitimizing and mainstreaming anti-Semitism,” said
Mort Klein, national president
of the Zionist Organization
of America, referring to Odeh
and Farrakhan. “Especially in
a time of rising anti-Semitism,
ViacomCBS must cancel Sarsour immediately.” b

Iron Dome

(Continued from Page 1)

an Israeli defense firm because
of difficulties integrating them
into the Army’s existing air
defense systems.
At issue is Israel’s refusal to
provide the U.S. military with
certain data, including Iron
Dome’s source code, which details how the system works and
could aid in integration, The
Times of Israel reported.
The A rmy last yea r ea rmarked over $1 billion to purchase Iron Dome batteries from
Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense Systems Ltd. and incorporate them into its air defense
plans. It took delivery earlier
this year on two batteries but
has scrapped plans to purchase
two more batteries by 2023.
“We believe we cannot integrate them into our air defense
system based upon some interoperability challenges and
cyber challenges and some

other challenges,” Army Futures Command head General
Mike Murray told a March 5
House Armed Services subcommittee hearing, Jane’s Defence
Weekly reported. “So, what we
ended up having really is two
standalone batteries that will
be very capable, but they cannot be integrated into our air
defense system.”
Instead, the Army is planning
to host a “shoot off” for potential U.S. and foreign vendors to
help determine the “the best
solution to provide that capability,” he added, according to
Jane’s.
Since 2011, Congress has given
Israel more than $1.5 billion to
produce Iron Dome batteries. In
2014, the U.S. and Israel signed
a co-production agreement that
would allow parts of the Iron
Dome system to be produced in
the United States. b
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FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Family Fun Shabbat, at Temple B’rith Kodesh, 5:30 p.m. Ideal for tots to 2nd grade but open to
all families. For more information, 244-7060 or info@tbk.org.
Schmoozin Shabbat, at Temple Sinai, 6:45 p.m. Complimentary dinner for guests 21 and over
before the 8 p.m. Erev Shabbat service. RSVP required. For more information, 381-6890 or office@
tsinai.org.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Tanach Study, at Temple B’rith Kodesh, 8 a.m. Followed by Torah study at 9:15. For more information, 244-7060 or info@tbk.org.

PITTSFORD
VILLAGE
ESTATES

Torah Study, at Temple Sinai, 9:15 a.m. More information, 381-6890
Chevra Torah Study, at Temple Emanu-El, 10 a.m. Rabbi Drorah Setel leads Chevra Torah study,
an in-depth discussion of the weekly Torah portion that combines traditional commentaries with
contemporary perspectives and the wisdom of our own experience. Free and open to the community — visitors and guests are warmly welcome. For more information, 266-1978.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
Ladies’Auxiliary of the Kauffman Post Meeting, at the Jewish Home Eber Room, 11:30 a.m. Call
Gloria Kaplan, 271-7458. Speaker: Sarah Otis from Lifespan will speak on “Balance.”
Richard W. Briskin Cantor-In-Residence, at Temple Beth El, 2 p.m. Cantorial student, Daniella Risman will present a musical concert of Cantorial, Hebrew and contemporary music. She was selected
as the 2020 recipient of the Richard W. Briskin Cantor-in-Residence Award. She will be accompanied
by noted pianist Alla Kuznetsov. For more information, 473-1770 or visit tberochester.org.
Anti-Semitism Study Group, at Temple Emanu-El, 2 p.m. Rabbi Drorah Setel will lead reading and
discussing a range of articles to explore questions such as whether the nature of anti-Semitism has
changed over time, how it relates to other forms of oppression and the role it plays in discussions
of Zionism and Israel. 266-1978 ext 1 or emanuel@rochester.twcbc.com.

MONDAY, MARCH 16
Ohr Torah Open Torah Study, at Light of Israel Synagogue, 12 p.m. & 8 p.m. Study any topic of
Torah you are interested in with a rabbi, either one on one or in small groups. For more Information,
please call Rabbi Schon 845-825-9392 or email dischon1@gmail.com.
Bereavement Support Group, at JCC, 1 p.m. The Bereavement Support Group is for all members
of the Rochester community who have recently experienced loss of a loved one. Free. For more
information, 461-0110 or lhaddad@jfsrochester.org.
Breaking Hate: Confronting The New Culture of Extremism, at MCC, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
WXXI Reachout Radio reads The Jewish Ledger, 1 p.m. 258-0333.
Meaningful Jewish Prayer, at Temple Emanu-El, 7 p.m. The Jewish prayerbook is meant to be
the foundation of our individual and communal spiritual practice, but for many Jews its language
and theology seem increasingly irrelevant. Rabbi Drorah Setel will explore the unique vocabulary
of Jewish spirituality. More information, 266-1978 ext 1 or emanuel@rochester.twcbc.com.
Ein Yaakov, at Congregation Beth Hakneses Hachodosh, 8 p.m. An in depth study of stories from
the Gemara taught by Rabbi Binyomin Sloviter.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
Ohr Torah Open Torah Study, at Light of Israel Synagogue, 12 p.m. & 8 p.m. See March 16.
Keeping Our Promise Fundraising Dinner, at Temple B’rith Kodesh, 6 p.m. This is a fundraiser to
help resettle in Rochester, Afghan Iraqi refugees who served with our troops during the war. Fee.
For more information, 244-7011 or 131ellens@gmail.com.
JROC Band: A Jewish Community Teen Collaborative, at Temple Sinai, 6:30 p.m. Teens in 8th12th Grades. Work with musicians Mike Miller & Leah Sherman. Choose your music, play with
other teens and learn to lead. Vocals & Instrumental meet weekly on Wednesdays (dinner included).
Perform 4 to 6x/year. For more information, rkest@jewishrochester.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Shabbat Service and Discussion Oneg, at Temple Emanu-El, 7:30 p.m. Refugee Shabbat Service
led by Rabbi Drorah Setel, including special readings, followed by a delicious oneg and a discussion.
A representative from Catholic Refugee Services will speak about problems refugees face, and what
is being done in the community. Information, 266-1978 ext 1 or emanuel@rochester.twcbc.com.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Pittsford Village Estates features an attractive entrance on
popular Monroe Avenue. Colonial Parkway winds through a
beautiful park-like atmosphere to French Road.
The buildings, each of colonial design in perfect keeping with
traditional Pittsford, are widely spaced in the quiet countryside
of this exclusive residential area. Every apartment enjoys a
scenic view, and offers comfort and spaciousness with all modern
conveniences.
The relaxation and graciousness of country living is everywhere
apparent, yet the area is only a few minutes from the Village of
Pittsford and the expressway to downtown Rochester, and is within
easy walking distance from Pittsford Plaza.
Your inspection is invited.
For your added convenience, the
Rental Agent is located at #3 Colonial Parkway.

PITTSFORD VILLAGE ESTATES
18 Colonial Parkway • 381-3520

Managed by the I Gordon Corporation • 546-8111

SUBSCRIBE

NOW

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who sto

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who sto

52 WEEKS FOR $40

NAME _______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS/APT. _______________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP ______________________________________________________________

Tanach Study, at Temple B’rith Kodesh, 8 a.m. See March 14.

Please enclose payment by check, payable to the Jewish Ledger
in the amount of $40. Outside Monroe County $42.

Torah Study, at Temple Sinai, 9:15 a.m. More information, 381-6890
Chevra Torah Study, at Temple Emanu-El, 10 a.m. See March 14.
(Continued — Page 6)

Or call 427-2434 to
pay by Visa or Mastercard.

Page 6 • THE JEWISH LEDGER • Thursday, March 12, 2020

29 Coronavirus Cases
Confirmed at One New
York Jewish School
by

BEN HARRIS

(JTA) — Administrators at the
SAR Academy say they know of
29 confirmed cases of coronavirus at the New York City Jewish
day school, including faculty,
students and staff.
The number was disclosed in
an email Monday to parents and
faculty. Fewer than 1,000 cases
of the virus had been confirmed
throughout the United States as
of Tuesday afternoon.
SAR was the first New York
Jewish day school to close as
a result of the epidemic. It is
located in the Riverdale section
of the Bronx, just a short drive
from New Rochelle in suburban
Westchester County, where officials established a one-mile

containment zone on Tuesday
in an effort to stop the spread
of the virus. One synagogue
there, the Young Israel of New
Rochelle, has been closed for
more than a week.
The cascading effects of the
virus continued to be felt across
the Jewish world on Tuesday,
as a fifth case was confirmed
a mong pa r t icipa nts at t he
AIPAC conference in Washington, D.C., earlier this month and
multiple other planned Jewish
gatherings were canceled or
moved online. More than 100
flights to Israel were canceled
on Tuesday as the Jewish state
was about to inaugurate new
quarantine rules for international travelers. b

Quarantine
after midnight the night before would be required to
be isolated at home for two
weeks. Our flight had landed
at 1 a.m.
Within hours, the quarantine
was extended retroactively,
and within days a growing list
of countries joined the mandatory quarantine list: France,
Austria, Germany, Switzerland. It seemed only a matter
of time before Israel banned
flights from the United States,
too.
Inside our apartment, however, all this was simply background noise. Our main focus
was to get through the next
14 days with no school and
no extracurricular activities.
Also, no supermarket runs,
no walks, no cleaning lady,
no Purim and no seeing other
people.
There were a few bright
spots: I can work from home.

Amazon Will Offer West Bank
Palestinians the Same Free
Shipping as Settlements
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Amazon will offer free shipping to
Palestinians in the West Bank
after it became public that Israelis living in West Bank settlements receive the promotion.
The online retail giant began
selling its international products in Israel late last year and
offers free shipping on orders
of $49 or more. But the address
has to be listed as Israel.
Residents of Palestinian communities who list their addresses as being in the “Palestinian
Territories” pay shipping and
handling fees as high as $24, the
Financial Times first reported.
Last month, following re-

ports of the deal for Israelis
in the settlements, the Palestinian Authority’s finance and
economy ministers sent a letter
of protest to Amazon chief
executive Jeff Bezos saying
that they were “astonished to
learn of Amazon’s policy” and
calling for the company’s “reprehensible practice” to “cease
immediately,” the Financial

Times reported Wednesday.
An Amazon spokesman told
the Financial Times that “there
are multiple technical, legal
and logistical challenges that
have prevented us from offering
our free shipping promotion
to our customers in the Palestinian Territories. We have
been working on a solution to
some of these challenges and
are now providing access to the
free delivery promotion to our
customers in the West Bank.”
The P.A.’s economy minister,
Khaled Osaily, told the Financial Times that the free shipping
“is not enough, because they
need to stop working with the
settlements [altogether].” b

calling it the “Shouting Wall,”
named for the Shouting Hill
at the Syrian-Israeli border
on the Golan Heights, where
families separated by the 1967
Six-Day War still communicate
with each other by shouting
across the border. When our
family visits, our kindly nextdoor neighbors let them traipse
through their house to their
yard, which abuts ours separated by a low fence. That’s
the “Good Fence” — named for
the border area where friendly
Lebanese used to cross into
Israel to shop during Israel’s
18-year occupation of South
Lebanon.
One of our first acts under
quarantine was to set up an
online superma rket order.
When the deliveryman arrived
with our groceries, I opened
the door, stepped back 6 feet
and explained the situation.
He quickly backed away, a

frightened look on his face.
“It’s all for you!” he said,
gesturing to the packages and
running for the building stairwell.
“Wa it! W hat about t he
crates?” I called out.
“Keep them!” he cried, already out of sight. “I have
a family! I have children at
home!”
“We’re not sick,” I shouted
after him. “It’s just that we got
back from Italy yesterday! You
can have the crates back.”
“I wish you good health. But
I’m not coming back! They’re
yours!”
The irony of having become
objects of pity and charity because of our “misfortune” at
having taken a European ski
vacation isn’t lost on us. And
as we count down the days,
trying to keep our nervousness at bay every time someone coughs or has a headache,

we’re reading the news about
the virus’ spread with growing alarm. Friends and family
on distant continents have
been subject to quarantine,
too.
Even once our quarantine
is over, we won’t be in the
clear. We’ll be out in the world
with the rest of you, at risk of
contamination. In some ways,
quarantine is a protective cocoon.
Like spending a lot of time
with family, it’s a mixed blessing. In any case, I’d like to wish
all people around the world good
health and a hearty “l’chaim.”
Unfortunately, I’ve run out of
scotch to do a proper toast. b
This story originally appeared
on Kveller.
The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its
parent company, 70 Faces Media.

by

MARCY OSTER

(Beata Zawrzel/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

(Continued from Page 2)

And fortunately we have a
large backyard, so we wouldn’t
have to be cooped up inside all
the time.
Incredibly, our friends and
community really stepped up
to help. My phone buzzed incessantly with messages of
sympathy and offers to drop
off food, books, games and necessities. Unsolicited cakes and
cookies showed up at our doorstep. Students at my children’s
school phoned my kids every
night on a rotation to ensure
that our kids didn’t feel forgotten. Their teachers sent home
assignments (much to my kids’
chagrin). At least once a day
we got a call from the Israeli
health authorities checking in
on us.
Our yard is about 15 feet
below street level, and nearly every day someone comes
to the fence that overlooks it
to say hello. We’ve taken to

C

ALENDAR AT A GLANCE … CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

EARLY EDITION
NETWORKING GROUP

Learn how to build your business through referrals.

Meeting Every Wednesday 7:30-8:30 a.m.

ReMax
2171 Monroe Avenue

Bring a friend!
For information please call 427-2468 or visit
earlyeditionnetworking.com

Sweat, at JCC, 8 p.m. In one of the poorest cities in America, a group of factory workers spend their
lives sharing laughs, drinks and secrets until layoffs and picket lines threaten their ability to stay
afloat. An epic work that tackles the bonds of family and friendship and the unwritten obstacles to
achieving the American Dream. More information, 461-2000 or jccrochester.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Books And Bagels, at Temple Emanu-El, 10 a.m. A small, but dedicated group having conversations
about books of Jewish interest. For more information, 266-6982 or carlwetzstein38@gmail.com.
Anti-Semitism Study Group, at Temple Emanu-El, 2 p.m. See March 15.
Sweat, at JCC, 2 p.m. See March 21.
PJ Library Mini Makers, at Color Me Mine, 3 p.m. Calling all 5-8 year old Mini Makers! Come join
friends (don’t forget to bring an adult) for some DIY fun! Paint a seder plate for Passover. For more
information, bborg@jewishrochester.org.
Brockport Symphony Orchestra Concert, at First Presbyterian Church of Brockport, 4 p.m. Directed by Jonathan Allentoff, this concert will feature folk music from around the world with the
Golden Eagle String Band. More information, 402-8126 or brockportsymphony.org. Free Admission — Donations Accepted
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Columbia University
One Jewish Boy
President Opposes BDS
One more thing: The play also
unleashed
Referendum Ahead of Vote ic trolls. the rage of anti-Semit-

Columbia University. (Pixabay)

(JNS) — Columbia University
president Lee Bollinger came
down hard on anti-Semitism
last week ahead of an undergraduate student referendum
next month calling on the university to divest from companies doing business in Israel.
“There is no question that
this is a highly contentious
issue, both the underlying
issues of Israel and the Palestinians and the idea of divestment as a means of protest
about Israel’s policies,” said
Bollinger in a statement on
March 6.
He expressed his opposition
to the referendum, scheduled
to be voted on April 4 to April
8, and stated two reasons for
his objection to the measure.
“One is the longstanding
understanding that the university should not change its
investment policies on the
basis of a political position
unless there is a broad consensus within the institution
that to do so is morally and
ethically compelled,” he said.
“This is a necessary though
not sufficient condition. I do

not believe that consensus
exists with respect to this proposal.”
The other reason is that it
“imposes a standard on this
particular political issue that
is not right when one considers similar issues in other
countries and in other contexts around the world.”
“To my mind, that is unwise,
analytically flawed, and violates my sense of fairness and
proportionality. I well understand that some others whom
I respect hold different views,
but, if I am called upon to take
a position, this is the one I
have come to over the years.”
The BDS movement, which
Bollinger called “controversial,” is “a process of mentality that goes from hard-fought
debates about very real and
vital issues to hostility and
even hatred toward all members of groups of people simply by virtue of a religious,
racial, national or ethnic relationship. This must not happen.”
The president also said “it’s
wrong” for Jews to be targeted
by anti-Semitism. b

Donations

(Continued from Page 1)

The largest share, just over $3
million, will go to the families
of those killed and to two people who were seriously injured.
Donations are also being distributed to people who were in
the Tree of Life building during
the attack, in honor of first responders and to the congregations.
The payouts are based on
recommendations by an independent, volunteer committee
created by the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh.
The group’s report issued in
February said donors probably
expected their gifts to help
Tree of Life, which owns the
building, as well as the two
tenant congregations, Dor Hadash and New Light.
Nearly $1.3 million will help
Tree of Life rebuild the severely
damaged synagogue building.
Other payments will fund memorials related to the massacre,
and the committee recommend-

ed the three congregations
work together with victims and
families on that effort.
New Light co-president Barbara Caplan said in a release
that a guiding principle is to
foster healing and harmony in
the wider Jewish community.
The plan involves money received before April 2019, when
Tree of Life established donation procedures that make it
clear how donors want their
money used. Tree of L i fe
stopped accepting donations
for the victims by the end of
December.
A western Pennsylvania truck
driver, Robert Bowers, awaits
trial for the attack. His lawyers
are fighting efforts by federal
prosecutors to seek a death sentence against Bowers. Bowers’
attorney Judy Clarke has said in
court filings that she has tried
unsuccessfully to negotiate a
life sentence for him.
No trial date has been set. b

by

JACKSON RICHMAN

“I was shocked,” Laughton, 39,
said in a telephone interview with
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
from his office at New York’s Museum of Natural History, where
he is a writer in residence. “I
thought I’d get a bit. But I didn’t
expect how virulent they were.”
Posters of the play were defaced, ripped down, urinated on.
Anti-Semitic screeds were posted
on social media: “Who cares
about Jews. This looks shit”;
“Perhaps you could write a play
about Palestinian kids getting
blown to pieces by Jews”; “You’re
a f***en enabler. You Jews disgust me.”
There were threats of physical
violence and, worse, some crazies discovered his home address.
“I was getting [letters] to my
house,” he said.
The irony is that this visceral
and irrational hatred hurled at
Jews is at the very center of “One
Jewish Boy.” The protagonist
Jesse is Jewish and married to
Alex, a mixed-race woman. Both
have experienced hatred, though
from different perspectives.
Because he was violently
beaten in an anti-Semitic attack
in London, Jesse’s fear of the
non-Jewish world becomes obsessive and eventually affects their
marriage.
“They shoot Jews in supermarkets in Paris,” Jesse says at
one point. “They shoot Jews in
Jewish schools in Paris.”
The play skips alternately from
their initial meeting at a resort
to courtship, marriage, parenthood and ultimately separation.
The relationship explores different interfaith and interracial
issues — Alex admits that she
wouldn’t want to circumcise their
child and Jesse crosses the road
after seeing a black man he finds
threatening.
Alex isn’t the only one bothered
by Jesse’s attitude. His fixation on
his internal angst makes him less
than likable. When that’s pointed
out to Laughton, he agrees — in
fact, he rewrote the part for the
West End version to make Jesse
more palatable.
“It did work in the room. Audiences did like him. But it was
a failure on my part,” Laughton
said. “I held him too close. I only
let the fear come out of him. That
fear undermines him.”
Laughton insists that he is not
Jesse but adds: “Some of his fears
are potentially based on me.”
The playwright has been harassed because of his identity,
including while working for
the BBC in the summer of 2014,
during the armed conflict between Israel and Hamas. Tensions
were high at the BBC offices, and
it didn’t help that activists regularly held competing pro-Israel
and pro-Palestinian rallies. Both
sides accused the BBC of bias.
One time he was accosted at
a rally.
“I’m walking out onto the

(Continued from Page 1)

didn’t feel very connected to Judaism or his Jewish identity.
He says he always “felt it was
deep in in me,” but it wasn’t until
after Laughton moved to London
in his 20s, where “there were
more Jewish people around,” that
it began to emerge.
“The Jewish side of me began
to win out,” he said.
These days, Laughton thinks
the anti-immigrant rhetoric surrounding Brexit has “given voice
Stephen Laughton didn’t expect his and permission to racism” and
play to trigger a deluge of anti-Sem- “made anti-Semitism respectable.” England has been shaken
itism. (Courtesy of Laughton)
up by a years-long anti-Semitism
plaza where there was a pro-Pal- controversy involving the counestinian rally was going on. This try’s liberal Labour Party, which
kid who absolutely was not Pales- until recently was the political
tinian,
he• was
hands home of most British Jews.
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IMPORTANT…

WOMEN OF VALOR

BELLA ABZUG 1920–1998
A formidable leader of the women’s
movement, Bella Abzug fought to
pass the Equal Rights Amendment
and other vital legislation for the
rights of women. During her three
terms in Congress, she advocated
for groundbreaking bills including
the Equal Rights Amendment and
crucial support of Title IX.
Bella Abzug speaking at a New York City
Rally in 1976. The podium’s stickers read
“Equal Rights Amendment Now” and “Carter Remember the Women.” (Diana Mara Henry)

MONROE EXTINGUISHER
MONROE

24/7 “On The Spot” Service

Fire Extinguishers, Cabinets & Accessories,
Emergency Lighting, Automatic Systems,
Kitchen Exhaust Hoods...
Sales, Service,
Consultation & Training
U Engineered Clean Agent
U All Special Hazards
U

Restaurants U Service Stations
Computer Rooms U Hospitals
Flammable Storage Rooms

WE RECHARGE YOUR
www.MonroeExtinguisher.com EXTINGUISHERS

ROCHESTER BUFFALO
SYRACUSE U ELMIRA

235-3310

“The man who stops
U advertising to save money is like the man who sto

105 DODGE ST.
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Outbreak

(Continued from Page 1)

Indeed, Jewish communities
around the world are engaging
in the same kind of rethinking
as the coronavirus spreads,
turning long-standing communal practices into potentially
dangerous behaviors. Synagogues are reconsidering every
aspect of their offerings, from
whether to hold services to
how to serve food to exactly
how congregants should encounter ritual objects.
The changes are being made
rapidly, with limited and shifting guidance from health authorities, and different communities are coming to different
conclusions. What’s clear, however, is that the epidemic could
have long-lasting consequences for communal Jewish life.
Ordinarily, the worshippers
who attend Friday evening
services at Congregation Beit
Simchat Torah, an unaffiliated
synagogue in New York City,
are asked to touch each other
during the Hamotzi, the blessing over the bread. But the
synagogue sent community
members an email on Monday
instructing them to “instead
focus on our spiritual connection.”
Beit Simchat Torah has recruited members who are scientists and doctors to serve on
a team to make recommendations for the community.
In the email, members were
told to take a number of precautions when attending services. They include avoiding
the custom of kissing ritual objects such as mezuzahs, prayer
books and the Torah scroll.
As an alternate greeting to
kissing and handshakes, members were told they should instead “touch elbows, or wave,
or do the Spock ‘live long and
prosper’ Priestly hand blessing!”
The synagogue already livestreams its Friday evening services, but now will also be
making its Saturday services
available online. Rabbi Sharon
Kleinbaum is also reaching out
to older members who may not
be safe attending services in
person.
“It saddens me for some of
our folks who are older —
they might not have a partner,
they don’t have children, so
self-quarantining means real
isolation,” she said. “My goal is
to make sure all the folks who
are in that situation are getting
contact from us and being connected to community.”
Kleinbaum said her congregation draws on its history in
how to deal with the current
situation.
“CBST, as the LGBT synagogue in NY, has gone through
a plague before,” she said referring to the HIV/AIDS epidemic
of the 1980s and 1990s, during
which 40% of its membership
died. “We have a lot of wisdom and spiritual depth about
dealing with these kinds of

People wearing masks to protect from the coronavirus in New York’s Union
Square, Feb. 28. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP via Getty Images)

To minimize the spread of germs, congregants at Temple Emanuel of the
Pascack Valley are using disposable chopsticks in lieu of a shared yad when
reading from the Torah. (Courtesy Alan Sokoloff)

situations and we’re doing everything we can to follow all
the protocols recommended by
science and by the CDC.”
Similarly, Mishkon Tephilo, a
Conservative synagogue in Los
Angeles’ Venice Beach, is still
holding services but is taking
steps to reduce the spread of
germs.
The synagogue is installing automatic hand sanitizer pumps in the building and
worshippers have been asked
to wave at the Torah rather
than touch it with their tzitzit
fringes, as is customary. Individual rolls are being served
instead of a large challah, and
there likely won’t be any candy
thrown at a bat mitzvah that
is planned for this weekend,
according to Rabbi Gabriel Botnick.
“It’s a little weird being a
loving warm community where
we can’t actually be in touch as
much, but the biggest concern
we have is for the elderly in our
community,” Botnick said.
Many synagogues are making the decision to cancel or
scale back gatherings, including regular services. Rabbi
Barry Leff of Herzl-Ner Tamid,
a Conservative synagogue just
outside Seattle on Mercer Island, Washington, said he examined each event individually before deciding whether to
proceed.
Purim celebrations were canceled and people were urged to
watch the synagogue’s megillah reading online rather than
attend.
But the rabbi decided to go
ahead with a bat mitzvah celebration last weekend because
he felt it was harder to nix —
the bat mitzvah girl had spent
a year preparing her Torah portion and since there is a new
portion every week it would
not be possible to delay it. Canceling it would also mean her

family would incur “substantial financial costs,” he said in
a sermon on Shabbat.
Still, turnout at the bat mitzvah was lower than usual. And
the synagogue hired servers
for the luncheon following the
service to avoid a buffet-style
setup where germs could more
easily spread.
“These decisions are difficult
because these are things that
people look forward to and
they’re important to use as a
community, but our priority is
keeping everyone healthy and
safe,” Leff said.
Leff’s congregants had spent
significant time working on a
Purim spiel — a satirical play
traditionally performed as part
of the holiday celebration. Instead of doing it without a live
audience, the members will
perform it next Purim.
For many congregations,
Purim posed a difficult question: whether to go forward
with the festivities associated
with the one-day holiday at a
time when most communities
have no documented cases of
the coronavirus.
Some landed on compromises. At Skylake Synagogue,
an Orthodox congregation in
North Miami Beach, Florida,
the megillah reading proceeded as usual, but the party and
costume contest afterward
were canceled.
“During the megillah reading, people are just seated.
They listen to it, then they go
home,” Rabbi Ariel Yeshurun
said. “[Dur ing] the par ty,
people are crowding and just
standing very close to one another, they are mingling, they
are coughing, they are drinking, they are eating, and also
the costume contest is canceled because people get really
close to one another and they
crowd and we decided that it’s
just not safe.”

Other synagogues went forward with their plans.
Ohev Sholom-the National
Synagogue in Washington,
D.C., an Orthodox congregation, held its regularly scheduled Purim celebrations both
Monday and Tuesday. But it
also livestreamed the megillah
readings for those who were
unable to attend and recruited
volunteers to give out hamantaschen using serving utensils
so that fewer people than usual
would touch the pastries directly.
“One has to strike a very
careful balance with this type
of thing between being safe
and enacting proper precautions but also not inducing
panic, and we feel that we
should follow government
guidelines, that we should not
be doing more than they recommend,” said Maharat Ruth
Friedman, a clergy member
at the synagogue. “We completely understand what has
led communities to make that
decision [to cancel], it was just
not something that we felt was
essential.”
Communities without choices came up with other innovations. Members of Young Israel
of New Rochelle, an Orthodox
synagogue in the suburbs of
New York City, have been ordered to self-quarantine after
a member was diagnosed with
the coronavirus.
To make sure members could
still hear the megillah reading,
Rochel Butman, a local Chabad
emissary, enlisted 20 rabbis
to go house to house and read
the megillah from the outside
for those who are quarantined
inside.
Some Jewish clergy say the

Henderson
security, have also been implemented.
He notes that the Federation
has launched a fund-raising
campaign, with an immediate
goal of $3 million to help pay
for security efforts across the
community and a long-term
goal of $10 million to endow
future security efforts. He gratefully acknowledges a significant contribution by the Farash
Foundation to the campaign as
well as the foundation’s matching grant of up to $250,000.
“Mark Henderson has been a
wonderful addition to the Federation’s staff,” says Meredith
Dragon, Federation CEO. “He
brings his wisdom from having worked in law enforcement
his entire career, to our Jewish
community. Our Federation is
very proud to be leading the
community security efforts in
our Jewish community and
there is no one more capable
than Mark to serve as our director.”
Henderson is heartened by

crisis is drawing their attention
to aspects of their communities
that they don’t want to see
change.
On Saturday, Rabbi Mira Rivera led services for about 10
people at Romemu, the Jewish
Renewal synagogue in New
York City where she serves as
a rabbinic fellow. Usually at
least 100 worshippers show up
for Saturday morning services,
but instead they were asked to
watch via livestream.
“I really had to take a moment of appreciation for our
crowds, for community, for
those things that we take for
granted,” she said. “We take
for granted that we’re going to
be many. We take for granted
space.”
But others see a silver lining in the fact that the public
health crisis has caused them
to take a hard look at practices
that were ripe for revisiting.
Last Shabbat, congregants
who read from the Torah at
Temple Emanuel of the Pascack
Valley, a Conservative synagogue in Woodcliff Lake, New
Jersey, each used a chopstick
rather than everyone sharing
the yad, the pointer that is traditionally used to follow along
in the text.
“Passing the yad from one to
another is the same as shaking
hands. The germs pass, too,”
Cantor Alan Sokoloff wrote
on Facebook, explaining why
he had substituted chopsticks.
“After each reading, the reader
took his chopstick home and/
or disposed of it. After Shabbat, one of my readers sent me
a picture of his ‘memorialized
chopstick’ — [he’d written
the] parsha and date. A new
trend perhaps?” b

(Continued from Page 2)
the community’s many expressions of thanks for his assuming this role.
If there is one word you could
use to characterize Henderson’s
relationship with the Jewish
community it is: Education.
One of the ways in which
community members demonstrate their thanks for his taking on this position is with
offers to educate him about
Judaism. “Everywhere I go,
people offer me books to read.
I have about 12 books in the
queue,” Henderson says with
a chuckle.
Henderson views education
as a two-way street. He is currently offering community security training to help people
process and properly respond
to a threat. He encourages the
community to reach out to him
via email: mhenderson@jewishrochester.org regarding security issues.
“I’m happy to come out to
large or small gatherings to
discuss security,” he says. b
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IMPORTANT…
How to Find a Good Caterer
Simcha celebrations are joyous
events often revolving around a
boy or girl accepting Jewish religious obligations or two people
committing themselves to each
other in marriage.
The good news often entails
much planning to make the celebration a success. Most life-cycle events require hiring others
to provide the services that one
desires. Finding appropriate
purveyors can prove to be a
daunting task.
Your biggest expenditure in
planning a simcha is likely to
be the catering, so you should
be aware of the potential pitfalls
involved in contracting a caterer
and how to select one that will
meet your needs.

The Caterer

When approaching a caterer, it
is important that the two of you
establish a good rapport. The ca
terer is someone you will have
repeated and extensive contact
with until the end of the affair,
and the relationship should be
relaxed and comfortable.
Catering is a service-oriented
business. The food may be great
and the presentation very nice,
but if you don’t like the person
you’re working with, chances are good that you won’t be
pleased.
Flexibility and understanding
are very important for a caterer to
serve the customer properly. It’s
rare that you will fall completely

in love with the first menu suggested by the caterer. There will
probably be a lot of give and take
until you have designed a menu
to your satisfaction.

Prices

Unfortunately, comparison
shopping for a caterer is time-con
suming and difficult. The charges
will break down into six basic
categories: Food, Liquor, Gratuities, Tax, Room and Equipment
Rentals.
The food charges are usually a
dollar amount per person. Hors
d’oeuvres are often priced separately.
Gratuity is the labor charge
and is almost always a percentage of the food bill. This typically ranges from 15 percent to 20
percent, and there is absolutely no correlation between the
amount of the gratuity and the
quality of the staff.
Tax is the next charge and is
based on the sales tax rate of
the jurisdiction where the affair
is being held. Tax must be collected not only on the food and
beverage sale, but even on the
gratuity. It doesn’t seem fair,
but that’s the law.
Room rental charges vary according to the size of the room,
how attractive it is and how
many hours the affair lasts.
Equipment rental charges could
be covered in the above charges
but may apply to certain items
ordered specially.

Selecting the Date
You will be receiving the date
for your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah as much as two years in advance. How much in advance will
depend on your specific temple.
The date you are given can be
changed if necessary.
You should definitely consider
changing the date if it conflicts
with another Bar/Bat Mitzvah. For
example, suppose another child in
your son’s school, who belongs
to a different temple, is given
the same date. You might think
it doesn’t matter. My son, you
think, isn’t really friendly with
him. Later you discover that this
other child’s invitations were sent
out several weeks before yours.
Many children on the guest
lists for both will accept the first
invitation immediately, unaware
that yours is coming. This may

not bother you, but it may disturb
your child. Friends will have to
choose which party to attend,
making it into a popularity contest. You and your child do not
need this additional anxiety.
If the other child’s invitation
is for a Bat Mitzvah and yours is
for a Bar Mitzvah, there will still
be problems. Usually, most of the
girls will go to the Bat Mitzvah
and most of the boys will go to the
Bar Mitzvah. This eliminates the
children’s dancing at both parties!
To avoid this conflict, consult
other temples in your area to find
out what Bar and Bat Mitzvah
services are scheduled on your
date. Most are very happy to help.
In addition, your own temple will
usually do everything possible to
find a date that you are happy
with for this special occasion. �
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dren, you may
want to consider
some form of entertainment besides the band.
The band can
put you in touch
with a company
that books various entertainment
acts. Don’t be too
shocked at the expense! This is just
one of many items
that can raise the
cost of your party.
You may, however, decide that it’s worth the price,
especially if you think the children won’t be dancing, your band
doesn’t play games with them, or
the band will be catering mostly
to the adults.
Also, you may be concerned
that if the children aren’t kept
busy, they may get into mischief.
This can and does happen.
There are some ways to cut
down on entertainment costs. If
you don’t use one of the entertainment booking agencies, you
can save a lot. Keep in mind that
local college talent often goes
untapped. Go to a local art store.
Generally, the salespeople are
art students themselves or know
an art student who is good at

caricatures. Then, get this caricaturist to do the children’s faces on
T-shirts or paper and use this as
their favor. Also, consider getting
an enthusiastic graduate student
majoring in music to play the
piano for your cocktail hour. An
extra hour of playing can be very
costly; a band hires only union
members. They can’t complain,
though, if it’s a friend or your
cousin Mark!
Possible entertainment you may
want to consider includes carnival
games, computer portraits, face
painters, impersonators, mentalists, mini-music studio, pose
with the stars, psychics, fortune
tellers, robots, stilt walkers, and
video games. �

Bar Mitzvah Favors
by

LINDA SEIFER SAGE

Put your walking shoes on
and get going! It’s really difficult to find a favor that you
think both boys and girls will
like, will keep, will use, and
that won’t be too childish. Most
of all it needs to be something
that your son or daughter will
approve! Here are some examples of favors which my
son received: t-shirts, boxer
shorts, slippers, water spritzers,
stuffed animals, banks, and
calculators.
Since you may be ordering a
large number, you can save a lot
by ordering early and directly
from the manufacturer. Usually
the manufacturer’s name and
address is somewhere on the
product you are considering.
Make sure you order way in
advance; give them enough time
in case they are late with delivery. The last thing you need is
40 of anything delivered after
the party!
One way to kill two birds with

one stone is by having the favor
provided by some entertainer:
for example, the caricaturist
who does caricatures of the children, the artist who does airbrush designs on t-shirts, the
photographer who puts instant
photos on buttons or the videographer who tapes the children
lip-synching to their favorite
song. These are just some of
numerous possibilities.
Other items that you may
consider having at your party
include: blowing necklaces,
bracelets, bow ties, earrings,
goo-goo eyes, straw eyeglasses,
or colorful glow wigs. These
items can be handed out by a
member of the band to your
guests.
Don’t forget about wrapping
the favors you are giving. Perhaps you want them in a colorful shopping bag or in colorful
cellophane tied with ribbons.
You can use the favors for seating assignments by placing them
at each child’s place setting. �
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by

HANNAH ELBAUM

In my synagogue, each
young woman and man has an
opportunity to write their own
prayer as part of their b’nei
mitzvah service. Most of my
friends spoke about health and
happiness, and their passions
for soccer, drawing, or seeing
their friends. After thanking
God for my family, I talked
about becoming a Madricha,
a teaching assistant in the Hebrew School, and a member of
the youth group board.
I understand that I’m a little
strange in this sense.
Usually, parents beg and nag
their kids to attend a Jewish
learning class, not the other
way around — especially
around the time of bar and bat
mitzvahs. As a current freshman in college who’s done
just about every program my
local Jewish community has to
offer, I know a little bit about
what works and what doesn’t
in engaging kids and teens in
meaningful Jewish practice.
Here are five tips to helping
you and your child create a bar
or bat mitzvah experience filled
with meaning and connection.

Find a Mitzvah Project
with Passion

At my synagogue, the b’nei
mitzvah students sign up for
a project that is organized by
the adult leadership. Once a
month, groups would go ice
skating with Special Olympics
or read with kindergarteners
in an afterschool program. My
group made large batches of
chicken soup and decorated
cards for congregants who
were experiencing joys or sorrows. It was mostly behindthe-scenes work, and while
I knew it was helpful, I did
not feel that I was having an
impact.
Friends of mine who chose
their own mitzvah projects had
a much more rewarding experience. By looking in their local
community for volunteering
opportunities, they were able
to find an opportunity that not
only benefits their community,
but also allowed them to pursue a passion they actually care
about. Your child might need
a little help in finding a great
opportunity, but they should
have a strong voice in what
project to do.

Practicing Trope

For many American Jewish
teenagers, learning Hebrew is
difficult enough, not to mention the addition of trope, the
melody to which the Torah is
chanted. Your child’s tutor will
be the best resource for how
to learn and practice, but each
student is different in their
learning style and their motivation to practice. Sometimes
they will simply need a practice chart with stickers (potty
training de ja vu, anyone?).
But before it becomes a point
of contention, there are a few
ways your student might actually like learning trope.
I love color-coding and being
organized. This may seem unrelated to trope, but by highlighting each trope family a
different color, my brain more
easily understood the patterns.
For a student with a musical
ear, they can more easily rely
on a recording (your congregation or rabbi may be able to
help you find one). Their musical inclination can help them
to pick up the tunes. Other
students may enjoy learning
the language, or have an easier time if they also have an
English translation to tell them
the meaning of each word.
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It’s Not Just a Fashion
Accessory: Choosing the Tallit

Finding a perfect outfit for
the big day is important, too.
It should fit right, feel comfortable, and make your child feel
confident. And of course, they’ll
also need a tallit. For some,
the prayer shawl they wear is
one of great sentimental and
familial value. If your child feels
connected to an elder relative or
parent and wishes to wear the
tallit that was theirs, that is a
wonderful choice.
If your child is like me, they
will want something that is
new, with some hint of personality. Tallits and tzitzit —
the knotted fringes hanging
from each corner — are sold
at many synagogue gift shops
and Judaica boutiques. Just
make sure that throughout the
process, you hear your child’s
voice. They may need a parent’s guidance toward a pattern that will be appropriate
throughout their life (steer
away from a skull and crossbones design…), but the final
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DISCOVER OUR NEW VENUES AT
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Some families host the kids’
party in the evening of, or on
the day following, the bar or
bat mitzvah. Others choose to
hold the kids’ party immediately
following the service while all
the child’s friends are present
(this can simplify making arrangements for the children’s
transportation), followed by an
evening celebration for close
family and friends. Some host
two separate but simultaneous
events in one location: the children in one area, the adults in
another. And families may decide to host a “secular” thirteenth birthday party at a time
completely separate from the bar
or bat mitzvah.
When planning a kids-only
event, keep in mind that the
weekend is a long one, and that
your child has been under a lot
of pressure and may be tense.
Never underestimate the fatigue

Tips

factor. You know your child better than anyone else and are best
able to decide when to schedule
this kind of party. We have observed kids so utterly exhausted
at Saturday-night parties that
they wanted to leave their own
party and head straight for bed.
At a children’s party scheduled
right after the service, the bat
mitzvah girl couldn’t transition
easily from prayer to partying;
suddenly the music she had
carefully chosen seemed painfully loud, and she collapsed
into tears.
While bar/bat mitzvah parties
specifically geared to children
are really outside the scope of
this book, you’ll find many ideas
for food, entertainment, decorating, and more to help you plan a
kids-only event in the chapters
that follow. �
© The Ultimate Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Celebration Book

(Continued from Page 11)

tutor explained to me that this
would be the part of the service where everyone sat up
a little straighter and leaned
forward to hear what I had to
say. This speech is the b’nei
mitzvah student’s chance to say
what is meaningful to them, to
explain how they personally see
a connection between the words
of Torah and the life they are
living, thousands of years later.
I know more than a few students who simply wrote about
what they had been told the important message of their parsha
was. The best bet for ensuring
your child is able to write a
good d’var torah is to make sure
they actually read their portion
in English. Even if it is just a
single word, let your child find
the passage that stands out the
most to them. Emor, my parsha,
discusses the calendar, and I
explained about the increasing
importance of setting aside time
to celebrate with family, especially as everyone gets older and
schedules get busier and busier.

Enough With the
Swag, Already

The amount of sweatshirts,
t-shirts, and sweatpants I collected from bat mitzvahs is
slightly ridiculous. They were
each worn for exactly one day:
the Monday following the celebration. By Tuesday, everyone

seemed to put their eyes back
in and realized that the ugly and
cheap made-in-China material
was already falling apart.
Aside from the unattractiveness, there is a 100% chance
that another kid who wasn’t invited will feel left out at school.
There are so many other options for giveaways, if that is a
choice your family makes. Picture frames for the photo booth
memories, little tchotchkes, or
candy are all great options.
Because some of my family
members and friends had severe food allergies, I handed
out little bags of jelly beans we
knew would be safe for almost
everyone, adorned with stickers
my mom and I made on the
computer. Also, we gave everyone little cards with the jelly
bean flavors because everyone
knows it’s the worst when you
put one in your mouth expecting one taste and get something
completely different.
Hopefully these tips will help
you and your child find the perfect balance for their b’nei mitzvah. Even if your child thinks
that Hebrew school sucks (let’s
be honest, it often does!) there
are still ways to make their bar
or bat mitzvah a meaningful
Jewish experience, as long as
you’re willing to put them in the
driver’s seat. �
© Kveller.com
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Shabbat Shalom …

Parshat Ki Tisa
EF R AT, Israel — ‘W hen
M o s e s c a me dow n f r om
Mount Sinai with the Two
Tablets of the covenant law in
his hands, he was not aware
that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the
Lord’ (Exodus 34:29)
What is the significance of
the dazzling radiance of Moses’s face and why did it not
attain this shining glow until
he received the Second Tablets
on Yom Kippur? And, perhaps
the most difficult question
of all, why did Moses break
the first tablets? Yes, he was
bitterly disappointed, perhaps
even angry, at the Israelites’
worship of the Golden Calf
only 40 days after G–d’s first
Revelation on Shavuot; however, these tablets were “the
work of G–d and they were the
writing of G–d.” How could
the holiest human being take
the holiest object on earth and
smash it to smithereens? Was
he not adding to Israel’s sin,
pouring salt on the wounds
of the Almighty (as it were)?
My revered teacher, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, taught
that Moses emerges from our
portion of Ki Tisa not only
as the greatest prophet of the
generations but also as the
exalted rebbe of Klal Yisrael
(All of Israel), as Moshe Rabeinu; Moses the teacher and
master of all the generations.
This unique transformation of
his personality took place on
Yom Kippur; it is the sobriquet
of Rebbe which occasions the

Lockdown
a lockdown of the country —
including a ban on all travel
and public events — in an
effort to contain the spread
of the disease that has already killed over 460 people there. The total number
of confirmed Italian cases is
nearly 10,000.
“Now I stay in my apartment all day, don’t see anybody in person and only go
out to go see my mother,”
Bagnarelli said. “The hardest part is not being able to
see my daughter and granddaughter, whom I normally
see every day.
“This is very difficult. I’m
a n Ita l ia n-Jew ish mot her,
after all.”
The situation in Italy, which
has a population of about 60
million, has disrupted the
lives of countless Italians,
many of whom have been
cut off from their friends and
loved ones. But Jews in Italy
appear to be particularly affected because so many of
them have children in Israel
and other countries.
Italy has about 30,000 Jews,
about 8,000 of whom live in

rays of splendor which shone
forth from his countenance.
The midrash on the first
verse of the Book of Leviticus, “And [G–d] called out
to Moses and spoke to him
from the Tent of Meeting...,”
provides a remarkable insight.

Exodus 30:11-34:35 BY RABBI SHLOMO RISKIN
Chief Rabbi of the City of Efrat, and Dean of Ohr Torah Institutions of Israel

generations, which had been
absent from the first tablets.
Hence Chapter 34 of our
por t ion opens w it h G–d’s
command to Moses, “Hew for
yourself two stone tablets” –
you, Moses, and not Me, G–d;
the first tablets were hewn by
G–d and the commandments
were engraved by G–d, whereas the second tablets were
hewn by the human being
Moses and the commands
were engraved by him. The
chapter concludes: “The Lord
said to Moses, ‘Write for yourself these words for on the
basis of these words [the Oral
Law, the hermeneutic principles and the interpretations of
the rabbis of each generation]
have I established an [eternal]
covenant with Israel.”

Rabbi Soloveitchik maintains that during the 40 days
from the beginning of the
month of Elul to Yom Kippur,
Moses relearned the 613 commandments with the many
possibilities of the Oral Law;
Moses’s active intellect became the “receiver” for the
active intellect of the Divine,
having received all of the
manifold potential possibilities of the future developments of Torah throughout the
generations. This is the meaning of the Talmudic adage
that “Every authentic scholar
(‘talmid vatic’) who presents
a novel teaching is merely
recycling Torah from Sinai.”
In this manner, Moses’s personality became totally identified and intertwined with
Torah, a sacred combination
of the Divine words and the
i nter pretat ion s of Moses.
Moses became a living ‘Sefer
Torah’, a “ministering vessel”
(kli sharet) which can never
lose its sanctity.
The Beit Halevi (Rav Yosef
Dov Baer Halevi Soloveitchik,
the great-grandfather of my
teacher) maintains that the
special radiance which emanated from Moses’s countenance originated from the
concentrated sanctity of Moses’s identity with the many
aspects of the Oral Torah
which his own generation
was not yet ready to hear,
but which Moses kept within
himself, for later generations.
Whenever the inner world of

the individual is more than it
appears to be on the surface,
that inner radiance becomes
increasingly pronounced and
externally manifest. Moses’s
radiant glow was Oral Torah
dependent, not at all germane
to the first tablets, which contained only the Written Law;
the glow expressed the radiance and love which would
suffuse the manifold interpretations which were beneath
the surface, but would emerge
throughout the future generations of oral interpretations
to come!
Why did Moses break the
first tablets? Moses understood that there was a desperate need for a second set of
tablets, born of G–d’s consummate love and unconditional
forgiveness, with an Oral Law
which would empower the
nation to be G–d’s partners in
the developing Torah. But G–d
had threatened to destroy the
nation. Moses breaks the first
tablets as a message to G–d:
Just as the tablets are considered to be “ministering vessels” which never lose their
sanctity even if bro- ken, so
are the Jewish People, Knesset Yisrael, teachers and students of Torah, “ministering
vessels,” who will never lose
their sanctity, even if G–d
attempts to break them! The
Jewish nation, repositories
of the oral teachings, are the
heirs to the eternal sanctity of
Moses their Rebbe. b
Shabbat Shalom

over there,” Modena said of
her offspring in Israel.
As part of their action to
stop the virus’ spread, authorities in Italy have ordered the
closure of all schools — including Milan’s Jewish school,
La Scuola Ebraica, which has
500 students — as well as
churches, community centers and non-essential offices.
The city, a major industry and
fashion hub with one of Europe’s most vivacious nightlife
scenes, “looks like a ghost
town,” said Alon Schachter, a
37-year-old programmer who
moved there from Israel in
2018.
“This place always reminded me of Tel Aviv,” he said.
“It’s kind of sad to see it deserted now.”
On Monday, the president
of the Jewish Community of
Milan organization, Milo Hasbani, told congregants in a
statement that synagogues
will not be open for activities
around the Jewish holiday of
Purim, which began Monday
night.
Bagnarelli, the ballet teacher as well as a founder of Mi-

lan’s Jewish school, said she
provides her ballet students
with short videos of exercises, “so they can at least stay
fit for when we can resume
classes.”
The decrees isolating the
north of Italy will be in place
until April 3 at least and may
well be extended.
Rabbi Moshe La za r, t he
em i ssa r y of t he ChabadLubavitch movement to Milan,
told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency that Jewish burials
are taking place despite the
announcement by local authorities about the blanket
suspension of funerals.
“Funerals will just have to
be very small, but they will go
on as usual,” he said.
Unlike Christianity, Judaism
requires a swift burial.
T he f i rst Jew ish bu r ia l
under t he new provisions
in Milan is set to take place
Tuesday at the local Jewish
cemetery. Only a handful of
close relatives will attend, a
friend of the family of the
deceased, a woman in her
90s who died of medical complications unrelated to the

coronavirus, told JTA.
Schachter is scheduled to
travel to Israel for Passover,
which this year falls on April
8.
“But I don’t see how going
to Israel will be possible,” he
said.
There is one bright side:
Supermarkets in Milan are
still well stocked, several city
residents told JTA. Lazar said
Milan and other cities have
provisions for Passover, and
that in any case the outbreak
does not seem set to affect
the community’s ability to
carry out shechitah, the ritual
slaughter of animals that is
required to make meat kosher.
“For people in places that aren’t affected right now, I think
it’s a good idea to stock up now
on food and medical supplies
and just generally put in order
now all kinds of affairs, things
you need to sort out with the
authorities or inside the family, before it becomes much
more difficult,” Modena said.
“I think there’s a chance that
what’s happening in Milan
today will play itself out elsewhere very soon.” b

nated from his face.
Allow me to add to this midrash on the basis of the teaching of Rabbi Soloveitchik. The
essence of the Second Tablets included the Oral Law,
the human input of the great
Torah Sages throughout the

However, when G–d completed the writing
down of the Five Books, there was a small
amount of ink left over from that small
‘alef’; the Almighty lovingly placed the
surplus of sacred ink on Moses’s forehead,
which accounts for the glorious splendor
which emanated from his face.
The biblical word for “called
out” in this text is vayiker, a
word which suggests a mere
chance encounter rather than
an actual summoning or calling out of the Divine; indeed,
our Masoretic text places a
small letter ‘alef’ at the end
of the word. The midrash
explains that it was Moses’s
modesty which insisted upon
an almost accidental meeting
(veyikra) rather than a direct
summons.
However, when G–d completed the writing down of the
Five Books, there was a small
amount of ink left over from
that small ‘alef’; the Almighty
lovingly placed the surplus of
sacred ink on Moses’s forehead, which accounts for the
glorious splendor which ema-

(Continued from Page 1)
Milan. Israel is home to approximately 10,000 Italian
emigres, according to the Beit
Hatfutsot Museum of the Jewish People in Tel Aviv.
“In Milan, a lot of Jews can’t
see their kids,” said one such
local Jewish mother of three,
Sara Modena. “It’s separating
families.”
Modena’s daughter arrived
in Israel following the coronavirus outbreak in Italy and
had to go into a two-week
quarantine. (On Monday, Israel said it would force all
incoming travelers, regardless
of where they come from, to
undergo a two-week quarantine, and on Tuesday announced it will force all tourists to leave.)
“I had to choose between
staying and taking care of my
parents, who are in their 80s,
and staying with my three
children in Israel,” Modena,
a 53-year-old attorney, said
about the time before the
quarantine.
She chose her parents even
though one of her children
broke his leg.
“At least they’re all together
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Legal Notices …

NOTICE
Articles of Organization with respect
to SMR 2020, LLC, a New York limited
liability company, were filed with the
Secretary of State of the State of New
York on January 7, 2020. The county in
New York State where its office is located
is Monroe County. The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent of SMR
2020, LLC upon whom process against
it may be served; and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against,
SMR 2020, LLC served upon him or her is
c/o the Company, PO Box 232, Honeoye
Falls, NY 14472. SMR 2020, LLC is formed
for the purpose of engaging in any and
all business activities permitted under the
laws of the State of New York.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
VKC HOLDINGS LLC
VKC HOLDINGS LLC filed Articles of
Organization with NYS on 1/28/2020. (1)
Its principal office is in Monroe County,
NY. (2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to the LLC, 7
Pipers Meadow Trail, Penfield, NY 14526.
(3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
HONEY DEW LIST LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the New York Department of State on JANUARY 30, 2020. Its
office is located in MONROE County. The
Secretary of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom process against it may be served and a copy
of any process shall be mailed to 248 LUDDINGTON LN, ROCHESTER, NY 14612. The
purpose of the Company is ANY LAWFUL
BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.
Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC)
Johnson Family Holdings LLC. Articles of Organization filed with the Secretary of State of the State of New York
(SSNY) on January 7, 2020. Office location: Monroe County. SSNY designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served. Address to which SSNY
shall mail a copy of process 81 Shumway
Road, Brockport, NY 14420. Purpose: any
lawful purpose.
Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC)
OMLR Property Holdings LLC. Articles of Organization filed with the Secretary of State of the State of New York
(SSNY) on January 24, 2020. Office location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served. Address to which SSNY shall
mail a copy of process: Bryant Accounting
Services CPA, PLLC, 4 Commercial Street,
Suite 101, Rochester, NY 14614. Purpose:
any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC) Moondream Labs, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of the State of New
York (SSNY) on January 14, 2020. Office

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: KZPZ LLC (the “LLC”). (2)
Articles of Organization of the LLC were
filed with the Secretary of State NY
(“SSNY”) on January 24, 2020 (3) Its office
location is to be in Monroe County, State
of New York. (4) The SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. The post
office address to which the SSNY shall
mail a copy of any process against the LLC
is: 166 Mill Road, Pittsford, NY 14534 (5)
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Agatina’s Italian Eats, LLC a domestic Limited Liability
Company (LLC). Art. of Org. filed with the
SSNY January 31, 2020. Office location:
27 Quail Lane Rochester NY 14624. SSNY
is designated agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served. The SSNY
shall mail a copy of any process to The
Company 27 Quail Lane Rochester NY
14624 COUNTY OF FORMATION: Monroe
PURPOSE: To engage in any lawful act
or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: 85 Sovran LLC (the “LLC”).
(2) Articles of Organization of the LLC
were filed with the Secretary of State NY
(“SSNY”) on January 16, 2020. (3) Its office
location is to be in Monroe County, State
of NY. (4) The SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The post office
address to which the SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process against the LLC is:
7745 Shoreline Blvd., Ontario, New York
14519. (5) Purpose: Any lawful act or
activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: 712 Whitney LLC (the
“LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of
the LLC were filed with the Secretary of
State NY (“SSNY”) on January 30, 2020
(3) Its office location is to be in Monroe
County, State of New York. (4) The SSNY
has been designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. The post office address to which
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process
against the LLC is: 70 Valewood Run, Penfield, NY 14526 (5) Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
Notice of Organization:
SAND CLIMBER VENTURES, LLC was
filed with SSNY on 1/31/20. Office: Monroe County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process may be
served. PO address which SSNY shall mail
any process against the LLC served upon
it: 10 SUMMIT OAKS, PITTSFORD, NY,
14534. Purpose is to engage in any lawful
activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
RINGROSE HILLSIDE LLC
RINGROSE HILLSIDE LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on 1/31/2020.
(1) Its principal office is in Monroe County,
NY. (2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
Accents Ventures LLC
Accents Ventures LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on 2/3/2020. Its
principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. The principal business location is
12 Columbia Ct., Fairport, NY 14450. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as its agent and the post office address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against it is c/o
Accents Ventures LLC, 12 Columbia Ct.,
Fairport, NY 14450. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the Limited Liability Company is 1342 DEWEY LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on January
24, 2020. The office of the LLC is located
in Monroe County. The business street
address is 9 White Street, Rochester, New
York 14608. SSNY is designated as the
agent of the Company upon whom process in any action or proceeding against it
may be served, and the address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of any such process is 9 White Street,
Rochester, New York 14608. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in any lawful act
or activity for which limited liability companies may be formed.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
MARYELLEN DANCE MENTAL
HEALTH COUNSELING PLLC has filed
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State on January 28, 2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process
will be mailed to The LLC, 1160F Pittsford
Victor Road, Pittsford, New York 14534. Its
business is to engage in any lawful activity
for which professional service limited liability companies may be organized under
Section 1203 of the New York Professional
Service Limited Liability Company Act.
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION
FOR AUTHORITY OF EMPIRE
MEDICINALS TRANSPORTATION LLC
Name: Empire Medicinals Transportation LLC (LLC). Authority filed with NY
Secretary of State (SSNY): 01/30/2020. LLC
organized in Delaware: 01/27/2020. NY
office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to The LLC, 260
E. Main Street, Suite 6422, Rochester, NY,
14604. Address of office maintained in jurisdiction of formation: 1675 South State
Street, Suite B, Dover, Delaware 19901.
Copy of Certificate of Formation on file
with Delaware Secretary of State, 401
Federal Street, Suite 4, Dover, Delaware
19901. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRESH
LAUNDRY SERVICES LLC
FRESH LAUNDRY SERVICES LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
2/5/2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent upon whom
process against it may be served and a
copy of any process will be mailed to the
LLC, 105 Edinburgh Street, Rochester, NY
14608. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MADISON
PLYMOUTH PROPERTIES LLC
MADISON PLYMOUTH PROPERTIES
LLC filed Articles of Organization with
NYS on 2/5/2020. (1) Its principal office is
in Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to the LLC, 105 Edinburgh Street,
Rochester, NY 14608. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability company (LLC). Name: CORNERSTONE AUTOMATION SERVICES, LLC

Thursday, March 12 — Thursday, March 19

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Temple B’rith Kodesh 2131 Elmwood Ave. 244-7060

Fri: 5:30 p.m. Family Fun Shabbat 6:00 p.m. Shabbat Service Sat: 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service

Temple Beth El, Geneva 755 S. Main St. (315) 789-2945
For service times, call (315) 789-2945 or visit the Temple Beth-El website: www.BethElGeneva.org

REFORM

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Route 104 Self Storage
LLC (the “LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of the LLC were filed with the
Secretary of State NY (“SSNY”) on January
29, 2020 (3) Its office location is to be in
Monroe County, State of New York. (4)
The SSNY has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. The post office address
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process against the LLC is: 1777 East
Henrietta Road, Bldg. A, Suite 100, Rochester, NY 14623 (5) Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
847 MERCHANTS LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 3, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 1080 Pittsford Victor Road,
Suite 200, Pittsford, New York 14534. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.

March 13, 6:56 — March 20, 7:04

Temple Emanu-El 2956 St. Paul Blvd. 266-1978

Fri: 6:00 p.m. Shabbat 6:30 p.m. Purim Celebration & Dinner Sat: 10:00 a.m. Chevra Torah Study

Temple Emanu-El 124 Bank St., Batavia 343-7027
Fri: 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service

Congregation Etz Chaim 2 Mountain Rise, Fairport 223-5344
IRREGULAR FRIDAYS: 7:30 p.m. Call for schedule.

Temple Sinai 363 Penfield Rd. 381-6890

6:00 p.m. Young Family Service & Dinner 6:45 p.m. Schmoozin’ Shabbat 8:00 p.m. Erev Shabbat Service
Sat: 9:15 a.m. Torah Study 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Congregation Beth Hamedresh-Beth Israel
CONSERVATIVE

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Downey Real Estate, LLC filed Articles of Organization with the New York
Department of State on January 27, 2020.
Its office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated as
agent of the Company upon whom process against it may be served and a copy
of any process shall be mailed to 10345
Fasano Drive, Lakeside, CA 92040. Any
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
585 Research LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the NY Department
of State on 1/22/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The Secretary of State
is designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served, and a copy shall be mailed to 9
Ambergate Rise, Pittsford, NY 14534. Its
purpose is any lawful business.

Candle Lighting

any process will be mailed to the LLC, 285
North Church Road, Rochester, NY 146126107. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

1369 East Ave. 244-2060

Fri: 6:30 p.m. Joint Shabbat Evening Service with Temple Beth Am
Sat: 9:30 a.m. Joint Shabbat Morning Service with Temple Beth Am, Torah: Ki Tisa

Temple Beth Am 2131Elmwood Avenue, Entrance A 334-4855
Fri: 6:30 p.m. Service Sat: 9:30 a.m. Parashat Ki Tisa at BHBI 10:00 a.m. at Beth Am

Temple Beth David 2131Elmwood Avenue, 266-3223
Sat: 9 a.m. Torah Study 10 a.m. Shabbat Service w/Beth Am

Temple Beth El 139 Winton Rd. South 473-1770

Fri: 6 p.m. Sat: 9:30 a.m., Call for eve. service Sun: 8:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Mon-Thurs: 7:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Chabad Lubavitch 1037 Winton Rd. South 271-0330
Fridays at candle-lighting time,

ORTHODOX

NOTICE OF FORMATION:
DESIGNWORX ARCHITECTS, PLLC
Articles of Organization filed with Sec’y
of State (SSNY) on 1/28/20. Office location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to c/o the Company, 263 Central
Avenue, Rochester, New York 14605. The
character or purpose of its business is to
engage in any lawful activity for which
limited liability companies may be organized under Section 1203 of the Limited
Liability Company Act.

location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as agent upon whom process against
it may be served. Address to which SSNY
shall mail a copy of process is 66 Daylilly
Lane, Rochester, NY 14626. Purpose: any
lawful purpose.

Sat: 9:30 a.m., Evening service 30 min. before sunset

Congregation Beth Hakneses Hachodosh
19 St. Regis Dr. North 406-7561

Congregation Beth Sholom 1161 Monroe Ave. 473-1625
Mon–Fri: 7 a.m. Shachari Sat: 9 a.m. Shachari Sun: 8 a.m. Shachari

Congregation Light of Israel (Sephardic)
1675 Monroe Ave. 271-5690

Sat: 9 a.m., Daily Mincha 30 min. before sunset Sun: 8:30 a.m. Monday & Thursday: 7:45 a.m.

OTHER

Ducks in a Row Home Organizing,
LLC filed Articles of Organization with
NYS on 11/5/2019. Its principal office is in
Monroe County, New York. The principal
business location is 8 Parkview Manor
Circle, Honeoye Falls, NY 14472. The Secretary of State has been designated as
its agent and the post office address to
which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against it is c/o
Ducks in a Row Home Organizing, LLC at
8 Parkview Manor Circle, Honeoye Falls,
NY 14472. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Ohel Avraham

Temple B’rith Kodesh, 2131 Elmwood Ave. 389-2525

(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 5/3/2018. NY office location: Monroe County. SSNY is designated as agent
upon whom process against the Company
may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of
any such process to: The LLC, 125 Canal
Landing Boulevard, Rochester, New York.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more members. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by
reason of being a member, is an agent
of the Company for the purpose of its
business, and no member shall have the
authority to act for the Company solely
by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
ROC INDUSTRIAL LLC
ROC INDUSTRIAL LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on 01/07/2020.
Its principal office is in Monroe County,
New York. The principal business location
is 124 Sparrow Dr, West Henrietta, NY,
14586. The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against it
is c/o company and address . Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”)
Name: 49 Saint Bridgets Drive, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State with the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on: February 10, 2020.
Office Location: 27 Saint Bridgets Drive,
Rochester, New York 14605 County of:
Monroe. Principal Business Location: 27
Saint Bridgets Drive, Rochester, New York
14605. Purpose: any and all lawful act
or activity. The Secretary of State of the
State of New York has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any process to: 27 Saint Bridgets
Drive, Rochester, New York 14605

NOTICE OF FORMATION
FAIRPORT ROAD LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 11, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 1080 Pittsford Victor Road,
Suite 200, Pittsford, New York 14534. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
ROC POINTE PROPERTIES LLC has
filed Articles of Organization with the
Secretary of State on January 14, 2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process
will be mailed to The LLC, 1080 Pittsford
Victor Road, Suite 200, Pittsford, New
York 14534. The purpose of the LLC is any
lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
Wood and Water Seneca, LLC
Wood and Water Seneca, LLC filed
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State on January 30, 2020. (1) Its
principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. (2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent upon whom process against the Limited Liability Company
may be served and the post office address
within or without this State to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it served upon him or her
is Wood and Water Seneca, LLC, 36 Princeton Lane, Fairport, New York 14450. (3)
The character or purpose of its business is
to engage in any lawful act or activity for
which limited liability companies may be
organized under Section 203 of the New
York Limited Liability Company Act. (4)
The Limited Liability Company is to be
managed by one or more managers.
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News …

Two NFL Players Train with the Israeli Army
by

MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Two
NFL players shunned the helmets and shoulder pads for a
training session with the Israeli
army while on a visit to the
country.
Washington Redskins running back Adrian Peterson and
free-agent cornerback Josh Norman, who played together for
two years, ran obstacle courses
with the soldiers and took Krav
Maga lessons while on a visit to
Israel, the IDF said.
“It’s amazing to get in there
and train with these guys be-

cause they are at the top of
their game at being in combat,”
Norman told Fox News.
Norman, formerly of the
Redskins, reportedly agreed to
a one-year deal with the Buffalo
Bills on Monday.
The players also received a
briefing from the military on
threats to the region.
Peterson and Norman came to
Israel as part of a collaboration
with RoboActive 2069, an Israeli
high school organization that
participates in the International
FIRST Robotics Competition.
Peterson hosted two robotics

New Daf Yomi
but to be honest, the quality of
the posts is very uneven.”
Newcomers to Da f Yom i
sometimes have trouble grappling with 2,000-year-old social
norms — especially around
gender.
“Some of the stuff, especially
as a woman, is very difficult,”
said Rene Rose, who lives in
rural Vermont and began studying after reading “If All the

teams at his personal gym and
then met the group of Israeli students at a robotics competition
in Houston, Texas, in 2017.
Norman has visited Israel
three or four times and wears
a chai necklace. He told the
Walla Hebrew news website
that he plans to return and that
he hopes to find some investment opportunities.
“I’m even considering moving here,” he said.
Norman is a religious Christ ia n who reads t he Bible
daily and prays before every
game. b

One-time Washington Redskins teammates Adrian Peterson and Josh Norman
ran obstacle courses with Israeli soldiers and took Krav Maga lessons while
on a visit to Israel. (IDF Twitter)

(Continued from Page 3)

Seas Were Ink,” a memoir by
Ilana Kurshan about her experience studying Daf Yomi.
“We have to go back in history,” Rose said. “We can’t project
a 21st century consciousness
there. The Temple was destroyed, people were scattered,
and the people talking here
were trying to re-create something in a different format.”
Johnson and her texting group

also puzzle at the Talmud’s stories about women — in particular, one about a rabbi who
would sit outside a bathhouse
and check to make sure the
women immersed themselves
properly. But she also took comfort in a rabbinic discussion of
illness and whether it comes
from God, something she’s grappling with in her own life.
“Sometimes the sages say,

‘It’s God’s punishment,’” Johnson said. “They’ve got a divine
aspect to why the person is ill,
and that can be really difficult
to learn on those days, that can
be tough. One of the things that
gives me comfort is the sages
are just the way we are today.
We still don’t understand why
some people get sick, and some
people don’t, and they were just
trying to understand where God

was in that.”
And of course, each day of
study is another day in Johnson’s fight with cancer. Sevenand-a-half years is a daunting
timeline, but she’s determined
to complete it.
“I am sure that God did not
bring me this far to kill me
now,” she said. “So I’m planning on finishing. I’m planning
on finishing the Daf Yomi.” b

Legal Notices …
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC
Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of
State on January 30, 2020. (1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, New York.
(2) The Secretary of State has been designated as its agent upon whom process
against the Limited Liability Company
may be served and the post office address
within or without this State to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it served upon him or her
is Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC, 36 Princeton
Lane, Fairport, New York 14450. (3) The
character or purpose of its business is to
engage in any lawful act or activity for
which limited liability companies may be
organized under Section 203 of the New
York Limited Liability Company Act. (4)
The Limited Liability Company is to be
managed by one or more managers.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL
INTELLIGENCE, LLC
THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE, LLC filed Articles of Organization
with NYS on 2/12/2020. (1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The
Secretary of State has been designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process will
be mailed to the LLC, 349 W. Commercial
Street, Suite 2630, East Rochester, NY
14445. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF GRT Realty LLC
GRT Realty LLC filed Articles of Organization with NYS on 2/6/2020. Its principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. The principal business location is
210 Ashley Dr., Rochester NY 14620. The
Secretary of State has been designated as
its agent and the post office address to
which the Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any process against it is c/o GRT
Realty LLC, 210 Ashley Dr., Rochester NY
14620. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation of LLC
Media and Online Services LLC (LLC)
filed Arts. of Org. with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 02/12/2020. Office location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom process may
be served and SSNY shall mail process to
the LLC at 10 Office Park Way, Suite 100.
Pittsford, NY 14534. Purpose: any business
permitted under law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
MCO FLOORING LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 18, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 200 Metro Park, Rochester,
New York 14623. The purpose of the LLC
is any lawful activity.
North Coast Service Center, LLC
Notice of formation of limited liability company (LLC). Name: North Coast
Service Center, LLC. Articles of Organization filed with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2020.
Office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to: 1177 Fairport Road, Suite 200, Fairport, NY 14450.
Purpose: to engage in any lawful act or
activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
RENZA RENTALS LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 19, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 620 Park Avenue, Suite 325,
Rochester, New York 14607. The purpose
of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CCABI PARTNERS LLC
CCABI Partners LLC filed Articles of
Organization with NYS on February 19,
2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe
County, New York. (2) The Secretary of
State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it is: the LLC, 500 Linden
Oaks, Suite 210, Rochester, New York
14625. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the Limited Liability Company is Cedar Falls Estates LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on January 30, 2020. The office of the
LLC is located in Monroe County. The
business street address is 55 Oliver Street,
Rochester, New York 14607. SSNY is designated as the agent of the Company upon
whom process in any action or proceeding
against it may be served, and the address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail

a copy of any such process is 55 Oliver
Street, Rochester, New York 14607. The
purpose of the LLC is to engage in any
lawful act or activity for which limited
liability companies may be formed.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
1267 E. Ridge Road Holdings, LLC
filed Articles of Organization with the
NY Department of State on 2/18/20. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State is designated as agent
of the Company upon whom process
against it may be served, and a copy shall
be mailed to 1657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610. Its purpose is any lawful
business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Gold Stag Enterprises LLC
(the “LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of
the LLC were filed with the Secretary of
State NY (“SSNY”) on February 18, 2020
(3) Its office location is to be in Monroe
County, State of New York. (4) The SSNY
has been designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. The post office address to which
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process
against the LLC is: 169 Straub Road, Rochester, NY 14626 (5) Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
The Counceller Dorf, LLC. Arts of
Org filed with the SSNY on 2/10/2020.
Office: Ontario County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon whom process
against may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC, 6731 Springdale Court, Victor NY 14564. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
BD Member Hudson 11 Warren, LLC
filed Articles of Organization with the NY
Department of State on 2/18/2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of State is designated as agent of
the Company upon whom process against
it may be served, and a copy shall be
mailed to c/o Benchmark Development,
34 Bridge Street, Great Barrington, MA
01230. Its purpose is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Walking R Farms LLC (the
“LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of
the LLC were filed with the Secretary of
State NY (“SSNY”) on February 18, 2020
(3) Its office location is to be in Ontario
County, State of New York. (4) The SSNY
has been designated as agent of the LLC

upon whom process against it may be
served. The post office address to which
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process
against the LLC is: 3014 Jones Road, Geneva, NY 14456 (5) Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Hudson 11 Warren, LLC filed Articles
of Organization with the NY Department
of State on 2/18/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The Secretary of State
is designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served, and a copy shall be mailed to
c/o Benchmark Development, 34 Bridge
Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230. Its
purpose is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CC WRANGLERS LLC
CC Wranglers LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the New York Secretary of State on January 21, 2020. (1) Its
principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. (2) The principal business location is
One Park Avenue, Brockport, New York
14420 (3) The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against
it is c/o The LLC, One Park Avenue, Brockport, New York 14420. (4) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: 510 Union Street
LV LLC (the Company). Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State of
NY (SSNY) on 02/21/20. NY office location:
Monroe County. SSNY is designated as
agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the Company, 100 Savannah Street, Rochester, NY
14607. The Company is to be managed
by one or more managers. No members
of the Company shall be liable in their
capacity as members of the Company
for debts, obligations or liabilities of the
Company. No member of the Company,
solely by reason of being a member, is an
agent of the Company for the purpose of
its business, and no member shall have
the authority to act for the Company solely by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company. Name: Atlas Housing LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization

filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/19/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 1900
Empire Boulevard Suite 225, Webster,
New York 14580. Company is to be managed by one or more managers. No members of the Company shall be liable in
their capacity as members of the Company
for debts, obligations or liabilities of the
Company. No member of the Company,
solely by reason of being a member, is an
agent of the Company for the purpose of
its business, and no member shall have
the authority to act for the Company solely by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CHESTNUT GROVE LAND LLC
Chestnut Grove Land LLC filed Articles of Organization with NYS on February
24, 2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, New York. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it is: the LLC, 259 Alexander Street, Rochester, New York 14607. (3)
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation
of GWS1016, LLC
Articles of Organization filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on August 5, 2016.
Office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: GWS1016, LLC 115
Sully’s Trail, Suite 5, Pittsford, NY 14534.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CINOTTI’S SALON LLC
CINOTTI’S SALON LLC filed Articles
of Organization with New York State
Department of State on 02/07/2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon whom it
may be served and a copy of any process
shall be mailed to 1782 PENFIELD ROAD
PENFIELD, NY 14526. The purpose of the
Company is any lawful purpose.
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Hate …

Iranian Student Group Threatens to Turn
Purim Heroes’ Tomb into a Palestinian Mission
(MEMRI) — An Iranian student organization associated
with Iran’s Basij militia threatened on Saturday to turn the
Tomb of Esther and Mordechai
into a Palestinian diplomatic
mission if even a single section
of the U.S. “Peace to Prosperity”
plan is implemented.
The tomb, which is located in
Hamadan city in Iran’s Hamadan Province, is believed to be
the resting place of the heroes
of the Jewish Purim story.
Muslims and seekers of freedom in the world, said the
student group in a statement,

would not sit idly by in light of
the “satanic operation” of the
deal, which it called “the greatest betrayal in contemporary
history.”
Ali Malmir, chairman of the
Organization for the Heritage
of Hamadan Province, dismissed the threat on Monday,
telling Iran’s ISNA news agency: “There is no connection
between the Tomb of Esther
and Mordechai, which is a historical site, and a Palestinian
[diplomatic] mission, which is
a political matter.”
In response to Malmir’s state-

ments, Tay yeb Far yad-Ras,
head of the Basij at the Hamadan Province universities, told
ISNA on Tuesday that “the organization for the heritage of
Hamedan Province must explain whether there is a connection between Jerusalem and
Israelization. Why isn’t this
organization reacting to the fact
that Jerusalem is the cultural
heritage of the Islamic world
and the Middle East?”
Iran’s Basij is a paramilitary
volunteer militia established in
1979 on the order of Ayatollah
Khomenei. b

as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process
will be mailed to the LLC, 1777 East
Henrietta Road, Building A, Suite 100,
Rochester, NY 14623. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against it is: the LLC, 2850
Clover Street, Pittsford, New York 14534.
(3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose

The Tomb of Esther and Mordechai in Hamedan, Iran, Feb. 9. (ISNA)

Legal Notices …
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
BLACKGOLD PROPERTIES, LLC
BlackGold Properties, LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
2/19/2020. (1) Its principal office is in
Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to the LLC, 106 Industrial Street,
Rochester, NY 14608. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation of
Upstate Mattress, LLC
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on 1/23/2030. Office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to:
(81 Peak Hill Drive Rochester, NY 14625)
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
DIANA DEYO RYAN, ESQ. LLC
Diana Deyo Ryan, Esq. LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
February 25, 2020. (1) Its principal office
is in Monroe County, New York. (2) The
Secretary of State has been designated
as its agent and the post office address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against it is: the
LLC, 150 Allens Creek Road, Suite 110,
Rochester, New York 14618. (3) Purpose:
To Practice the Profession of Law.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the Limited Liability
Company is FICO PARTNERS LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on February 20, 2020. The office of the
LLC is located in Monroe County. The
business street address is 1653 Woodard
Road, Webster, New York 14580. SSNY
is designated as the agent of the Company upon whom process in any action
or proceeding against it may be served,
and the address to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy of any such
process is 1653 Woodard Road, Webster,
New York 14580. The purpose of the LLC
is to engage in any lawful act or activity
for which limited liability companies may
be formed.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Saylor Wanzenried CPAs,
PLLC (the “LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of the LLC were filed with the Secretary of State NY (“SSNY”) on January
13, 2020 (3) Its office location is to be in
Monroe County, State of New York. (4)
The SSNY has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. The post office address to
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC is: 418 Parkside
Trail, Macedon, NY 14502 (5) Purpose:
Any lawful act or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 2400
MT. READ BLVD. ROCHESTER, LLC
2400 Mt. Read Blvd. Rochester,
LLC filed Articles of Organization with
NYS on 2/28/2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The
Secretary of State has been designated

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
89-97 Edinburgh, LLC
89-97 Edinburgh, LLC filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on September 8, 2017. ( 1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. 2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent upon whom process against it may be served and its post
office address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any process
against it served upon him or her is c/o
The Company, 30 West Broad Street,
Suite 406, Rochester, New York 14614.
3) The Company shall be managed by
one or more managers. 4) The character
or purpose of its business is to engage
in any lawful activity for which limited
liability companies may be organized
under Section 203 of the Limited Liability Company Act.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF 1549 Empire, LLC
1549 Empire, LLC filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State on
August 27, 2019. ( 1) Its principal office is
in Monroe County, New York. 2) The Secretary of State has been designated as its
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and its post office address to
which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against it served
upon him or her is c/o The Company,
501 S. Clinton Avenue, Rochester, New
York 14620. 3) The Company shall be
managed by one or more managers. 4)
The character or purpose of its business
is to engage in any lawful activity for
which limited liability companies may
be organized under Section 203 of the
Limited Liability Company Act.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Sparkle Ocean Farms LLC filed Articles of Organization with the NY Department of State on 2/21/2020. Its office is
located in Monroe County. The Secretary
of State is designated as agent of the
Company upon whom process against
it may be served, and a copy shall be
mailed to 17 Prince St., Rochester, NY
14607. Its purpose is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
STRATHMORE LLC has filed an Application for Authority with the Secretary of State on November 6, 2019. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process
will be mailed to The LLC, 60 Browns
Race, Suite 200, Rochester, New York
14614. The purpose of the LLC is any
lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
1800 S. WINTON — LLC
1800 S. Winton — LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on March 3,
2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe
County, New York. (2) The Secretary of
State has been designated as its agent

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC) Deerwood at First Lake
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of the State of
New York (SSNY) on February 10, 2020.
Office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served. Address to
which SSNY shall mail a copy of process
is 1021 Pittsford-Victor Road, Pittsford,
New York 14534. Purpose: any lawful
purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
OUTLANDER EXPRESS LLC
Outlander Express LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on February
28, 2020. (1) Its principal office is in Genesee County, New York. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against it is: the LLC, 128
Myrtle Street, Leroy, New York 14482.
(3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
LM50EB LLC has filed Articles of
Organization with the Secretary of State
(SOS) on3/4/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The SOS has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to The LLC,
PO Box 18554, Rochester, NY 14618. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WRP Operating
Towngate LLC (the Company). Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of NY (SSNY) on 03/03/20. NY
office location: Monroe County. SSNY is
designated as agent upon whom process
against the Company may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of any such process to: c/o the Company, 550 Latona
Road, Rochester, New York 14626. The
Company is to be managed by one or
more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by
reason of being a member, is an agent
of the Company for the purpose of its
business, and no member shall have the
authority to act for the Company solely
by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WF Towngate
LLC (the Company). Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/28/20. NY office location:
Monroe County. SSNY is designated as
agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the
Company, 550 Latona Road, Rochester,
New York 14626. The Company is to be

managed by one or more managers. No
members of the Company shall be liable
in their capacity as members of the Company for debts, obligations or liabilities
of the Company. No member of the
Company, solely by reason of being a
member, is an agent of the Company for
the purpose of its business, and no member shall have the authority to act for
the Company solely by virtue of being
a member. Purpose/character of the
Company: any and all lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WF Five Mile
LLC (the Company). Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/28/20. NY office location:
Monroe County. SSNY is designated as
agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the
Company, 550 Latona Road, Rochester,
New York 14626. The Company is to be
managed by one or more managers. No
members of the Company shall be liable
in their capacity as members of the Company for debts, obligations or liabilities
of the Company. No member of the
Company, solely by reason of being a
member, is an agent of the Company for
the purpose of its business, and no member shall have the authority to act for
the Company solely by virtue of being
a member. Purpose/character of the
Company: any and all lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WRP Operating
Five Mile LLC (the Company). Articles
of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of NY (SSNY) on 03/03/20. NY
office location: Monroe County. SSNY is
designated as agent upon whom process
against the Company may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of any such process to: c/o the Company, 550 Latona
Road, Rochester, New York 14626. The
Company is to be managed by one or
more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by
reason of being a member, is an agent
of the Company for the purpose of its
business, and no member shall have the
authority to act for the Company solely
by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
NINE SUTHERLAND LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary
of State on March 4, 2020. Its office is
located in Monroe County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will
be mailed to The LLC, 28 Mount Liberty
Drive, Penfield, New York 14526. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
3rd ROC Solar, LLC, filed Articles of
Organization with the New York Department of State on March 4, 2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The

Secretary of State has been designated
as agent of the Company upon whom
process against it may be served and a
copy of any process shall be mailed to
Glenn Fjermedal, 28 E. Main Street, Ste
1700, Rochester, New York 14614. The
purpose of the Company is Solar Sales
Consulting.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
50EBOZ LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State
(SOS) on 3/6/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The SOS has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to The LLC,
PO Box 18554, Rochester, NY 14618. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
A50EB LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State
(SOS) on 3/6/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The SOS has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to The LLC,
PO Box 18554, Rochester, NY 14618. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
Notice of Organization:
MAYDEN LAKEHOUSE, LLC was filed
with SSNY on 3/5/20. Office: Ontario
County. SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process may be
served. PO address which SSNY shall
mail any process against the LLC served
upon it: 311 FRANLEE LN, VICTOR, NY,
14564. Purpose is to engage in any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
JESSICA LEE PHOTOGRAPHY LLC
has filed Articles of Organization with
the Secretary of State on March 6, 2020.
Its office is located in Monroe County.
The Secretary of State has been designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to The LLC, 60
Ashlyn Rise, Fairport, New York 14450.
The purpose of the LLC is any lawful
activity.
NOTICE OF FILING OF
APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY
OF CAREERAMERICA, LLC
Name: CareerAmerica, LLC (LLC).
Authority filed with NY Secretary of
State (NYSS): 2/4/2020. LLC organized in
Delaware: 11/6/2019. NY office location:
Monroe County. NYSS designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. NYSS shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 703 11th Street,
Boulder, CO 80302. Address of office
maintained in jurisdiction of formation:
3500 S. Dupont Hwy, Dover, DE 19901.
Copy of Certificate of Formation on file
with the Delaware Secretary of State at
401 Federal Street, Suite 4, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
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Business …

‘King of Weed’: Meet the Jewish Mogul
Who’s Smokin’ the Competition
by

GABE STUTMAN

(J. The Jewish News of Northern California) — Michael Steinmetz was uncertain about inviting his grandmother to visit his
marijuana factory in Mendocino
County.
Masha Steinmetz is 89 and
an observant Jew who cared for
Holocaust victims as a nurse in
Israel after the war. Originally
from Romania, she lived most of
her life in Venezuela, a predominantly Catholic country where
cannabis is widely considered
taboo.
For her visit to Mendocino,
she brought enough kosher
food to last her four days at the
rural facility, off an unmarked
road about 2.5 hours from San
Francisco.
“I thought it was going to be
a shock,” the younger Steinmetz
said.
Steinmetz pulled out his
smartphone to show me a photo
of himself with Masha. They’re
wearing white lab coats and
holding giant bags of unprocessed cannabis flower. Both
are grinning triumphantly.
“When I told her about the
medical benefits and she saw
the level of sophistication” at
the facility, Steinmetz said, “she
was pretty proud.”
California’s king of cannabis is a nice Jewish boy from
Caracas, Venezuela, with an
engineering degree from Carnegie Mellon University. He’s
worked at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory and was an investment banker for Merrill Lynch,
though neither of those jobs
quite suited him. Ultimately,
he said, he wanted to engage
his “entrepreneurial heart and
spirit.”
Now 36, Steinmetz is the
co-founder and CEO of Flow
Kana, one of the hottest privately held cannabis companies
in North America, and one of
the largest in California. It has
taken in $147.5 million in investment funding since its founding
in 2014, according to startup
tracker Crunchbase, though
Steinmetz says the total is closer
to $175 million when it includes
early investment stages.
Though the company would
not release revenue figures, its
trademark opaque brown jars
and hand-packed pre-rolled
joints are ubiquitous at weed
stores in the Bay Area and
across California.
After recreational marijuana use was legalized in January 2018, Flow Kana became
the top-selling cannabis flower
brand in the state. (As opposed
to oils, edibles, tinctures, lotions and vapes, cannabis flower is simply the marijuana plant
after it’s been grown, harvested,
cured and trimmed.)
“We’ve been called the Willy

Wonka of weed,”
Stei n met z told
a “60 Minutes”
cor respondent
who interviewed
him at the factory for an October
story. He’s also
been featured in
the New Yorker,
Forbes and Men’s
Journa l, which
crowned h im
“the new king of
weed.”
Flow Kana does
not actually grow Flow Kana products on display at the 2019 Emerald Cup, Northern California’s largest annual
marijuana. The cannabis event, held at the Sonoma County Event Center at the Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa.
c ompa ny buys (Rachel Weil)
it from approximately 200 private farms in are both Jewish, but Venezu- consultant at a medical dispenthe historic epicenter of the ela is a predominantly Catho- sary in the East Bay. It took in
once-illegal pot haven known lic Christian country. So I was between $80,000 and $100,000
as the Emerald Triangle — the raised with both a hanukkiah in sales every day.
“It was so unsophisticated,
sparsely populated region in the [menorah] and a Christmas
so mom-and-pop,” he said. “Innorthwestern corner of the state tree.”
He said he celebrated Shabbat ventory everywhere. It was a
covering Humboldt, Mendocino and Trinity counties. Flow dinners and Jewish holidays disaster.”
In 2014 he co-founded Flow
Kana focuses on “craft” canna- with his grandparents.
Steinmetz says that while Kana with two fellow Jews:
bis, which is grown outside on
small farms, without pesticides, Venezuela has a conservative Adam Steinberg and Diego
often by families who have been attitude toward marijuana, Zimet, a Uruguayan who built
doing it for generations.
things were different in his the company’s first website.
On the sprawling, rural cam- family. “My mom consumed Steinmetz said he met Zimet
pus that Steinmetz and his part- cannabis for medical reasons,” through a network of Latino
ners named “Flow Cannabis In- he said. “I grew up in a canna- Jews in Palo Alto.
stitute,” employees ride around bis-friendly home.” He was into
In many ways, California’s
in what look like all-terrain golf cannabis culture long before he Gold Rush of the 19th century
carts, skipping from warehous- became involved in the business is now its green rush of the
es to construction sites to offices and still enjoys smoking weed. 21st. The Golden State is the
to residences, where a handful
Steinnmet z’s decision to top-grossing cannabis state in
of executives live (most have enter the cannabis industry the country, with over $3 bilsecond homes in the Bay Area). didn’t come via a lightbulb mo- lion in legal sales in 2019. That’s
With the help of investors, ment; it was more like a gradu- $1 billion more than its nearest
Steinmetz purchased the 300- al awakening.
competitor, Colorado, and about
acre property in 2017. The
Between 2010 and 2012, he three times more than all of
campus became Flow Kana’s was running a distribution com- Canada.
processing hub, and Steinmetz pany in Venezuela that traded
And yet, stringent regulations,
and his wife, Flavia Cassani, a stevia, the plant-based sweet- burdensome taxes and prohibfilmmaker, moved in the day ener, and he was working on itive local laws still severely
after closing. (They also keep a a photo sharing app similar to hamper the industry’s growth,
home in San Francisco).
Instagram that never material- Steinmetz and other cannabis
The cannabis is processed on ized. He and his wife alternated business leaders say. In order
a production floor at the center between Caracas and Palo Alto, to actually sell cannabis within
of the campus. It looks at first spending around three months a given municipality, it has to
like any factory floor, but in- there and three months here.
be approved by local officials.
stead of assembling furniture
With his medicinal marijuana According to Marijuana Busior packing jars of peanut butter, card, he visited the early patch- ness Daily, about two-thirds of
employees are sifting through work of dispensaries operating municipalities still prohibited
containers of cured marijuana in the Bay Area under Prop retail sales as of last year. Marin
to pick out morsels appealing 215, the “Compassionate Use” and San Mateo counties, for
enough to sell outright. They law approved by voters in 1996 example, prohibit marijuana
assemble pre-rolled joints with permitting medical use. Every storefronts.
the rest.
time he returned to California
Simply put, there are not
After the product is inspect- from Caracas, he would see nearly enough legal retailers in
ed, processed and packaged, new developments in the in- California to satisfy the state’s
employees load it on trucks to dustry. “New dispensaries, new massive appetite for weed. As
be shipped to distribution hubs products, new brands,” he said. a result, the illegal market in
in Sacramento, Los Angeles and “I just felt the growth and the California still takes in about
momentum of it.”
Oakland.
$8.7 billion per year, more than
When he realized California twice as much as the legal marSteinmetz’s house is a white
colonial that employees refer came close to legalizing recre- ket, according to the research
to as the “White House.” It was ational use under Prop 19 in firm BDS Analytics. Steinmetz
about a week before Christmas, 2010, it gave him an inkling of called the situation a “disgrace.”
and stockings hung from the where the market might head.
Investment in the industry
mantle and two 3-foot nutcrack- “I thought, wow, this is really reached a fever pitch in 2018
ers stood astride the fireplace. A going to happen in our lifetime.” with more than $13 billion
small Hanukkah menorah poked
In 2013, he experienced just raised, according to Viridian
out from behind the tinsel.
how much money could be Capital Advisors. But despite big
“We have both,” Steinmetz made in the industry. He vol- promises, marijuana remains
said with a laugh. “My parents unteered as an unpaid business banned under federal law, and

companies still can’t trade
across state lines, let alone international borders. Traditional
banks still refuse to cooperate
with cannabis companies, no
matter how lucrative they are.
As a result, growth has been
disappointing. In November,
Flow Kana had to lay off about
20 employees, most at the corporate office in Oakland. It
joined a number of other cannabis companies in the state in
a series of layoffs that left hundreds of workers jobless.
Still, there is good reason to
be optimistic about the future
of California weed — and Steinmetz certainly is. Californians
spend more than $1 billion on
marijuana each month, between
legal and illicit sales. Over the
next four years, legal sales in
California are projected to more
than double.
So what does Steinmetz envision for the future of his business? He says he does not make
decisions thinking of a buyout.
Instead he plays “the infinite
game.” His sights are trained
on tomorrow’s industry: the
end of federal prohibition, the
slackening of local regulations
and the beginning of a new day
for cannabis, when it will be
treated like any other regulated
substance.
“Our decisions are five, seven
years out,” he said.
Almost everywhere you look
at Flow Cannabis Institute,
there is temporary fencing,
dirt movers, laborers and the
din of construction. The company is expanding beyond its
core product, renovating an
18,000-square-foot warehouse
to manufacture concentrated
oils for use in popular products
like vape pens and edibles. It
is working on a 40,000-squarefoot showroom the size of an
airplane hangar and five stories
high.
He envisions distributors
and retailers from all over
the world visiting Mendocino
County to browse “just shy of
a million pounds” of cannabis
in the showroom, displaying
“thousands and thousands of
different strains” at “hundreds
upon hundreds of different
price points.” Ultimately, Steinmetz is placing a big bet on
California.
“The long-term dream is to
make it accessible for out-ofstate, and from other countries,
to be able to access the best cannabis in the world from the best
growing region in California,”
he said. “I think nobody’s going
to care for Nebraska-grown cannabis, or Massachusetts-grown
cannabis, or indoor-grown cannabis somewhere else.
“We want to put the Emerald Triangle on the map,
globally.” b
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Europe …

Jewish Cemeteries Are Threatened.
These People Are Guarding Them.

by

ADAM NOSSITER

WESTHOFFEN, France —
Some of the forgotten tombstones i n t he old Jew i sh
cemetery look suspiciously
whitened. It took vigorous
scrubbing to get rid of the
swastikas.
The defacing in December of
gravestones in the cemetery in
Westhoffen, a sleepy village in
Alsace, was not isolated. In the
absence of actual Jews in the
Alsace countryside, their tombs
have become easy targets in
a region with an uneasy relationship to a troubled wartime
past and a penchant for voting
far right.
Last year there were 50 similar incidents targeting Jews in
Alsace, a historical cradle of
French Judaism, where Jews
have lived since the Middle
Ages. Cemeteries, schools and
village walls were daubed with
swastikas or obscure references
to the Third Reich.
In Westhoffen’s cemetery, 107
tombstones were defaced; in
the one in Quatzenheim, a village to the east, 96 were.
Eighty years ago, Alsace was
incorporated into Nazi Germany, and wartime local officials
did the Nazis’ bidding. The
swastika was everywhere. Jews
were expelled, deported and
killed.
But today’s local authorities
found intolerable the image of
old Jewish graves in contemporary France being defaced with
the Nazi symbol.
So they took an unusual step:
organizing volunteers to patrol

Alsace’s 67 threatened rural Jewish cemeteries, protecting some
of these neglected vestiges of a
time when Jews, excluded from
the city, were forced to flourish
in the Alsatian countryside.
There are 20 volunteers — retired teachers, farmers, housewives and students. That none
are Jewish heightens the interfaith symbolism.
Each is equipped with a big
badge that reads “Guardians of
Memory.”
“In the face of these acts,
it’s important for me to not
just say something, but to do
something, to act concretely
to fight this, to try to stop it,
and to pass the message that
these acts actually reinforce
civil society,” said Axel Imhof,
a 28-year-old Protestant pastor
who has signed up as a guardian in his village, Lauterbourg.
Even before the official imprimatur, some of the “Guardians,” a few of them living next
to the cemeteries, had already
been keeping an eye on them.
“I had friends whose parents
didn’t come back” after the
war, said Lise Tornare, 75, explaining why she and her husband, Robert, are committed
to protecting the 200-year-old
Jewish cemetery at their doorstep in Wintzenheim, outside
the city of Colmar.
The patrol is a symbolic effort, flecked with ambiguities.
Nobody pretends the volunteers
will prevent the next “profanation,” as these recurring episodes are referred to by locals.
Some of these vulnerable old
cemeteries exist isolated in the
middle of the Alsatian forest.
The authorities have never
found the perpetrators of last
year’s incidents.
“In some sense, there’s a silence in the surrounding population,” said Freddy Raphäel
of the University of Strasbourg,
the dean of historians of Alsace
Judaism. “It isn’t possible that
something like this happens in
a village, without somebody
knowing.”
“It’s a silence that I compare,
unfortunately, to the silence

when the Jews were kicked out
in 1940,” Mr. Raphäel added.
Initially at least, offers to
help were not lacking.
“We thought it was going to
be complicated,” said Laurent
Schilli, who heads the Colmar
synagogue’s governing body
and organized the volunteers,
with the local authorities. “But
very quickly we had 20 people.”
Still, Mr. Raphäel noted that
the pace of new volunteers has
slowed, and the network is not
yet in place in the Bas-Rhin
department, where the majority
of incidents have occurred; it’s
operational only in the HautRhin, the other Alsatian department.
Mr. Schilli worries that the
cemeteries are still far from
safe.
“The real question is not
who did it, but which will be
the next cemetery touched,”
he said. “The best we can do
is discourage it. But prevent
it from happening again — I
don’t see how.
“We can slow it. But we can’t
stop it.”
Officials here say anti-Semitism is no longer a significant
menace in Alsace. Jews are not
so sure.
“Certainly, it is present in
Alsace,” said Francine Weill,
whose relatives are buried in
Westhoffen’s cemetery.
She was staring out over the
recently cleaned graves, a slope
of tombstones stretching to the
vineyards beyond the village.
The unkempt grass alleys and
neglected ranks of markers,

their stone casings mottled
with moss and lichen, speak
to the lost world of Jews here.
Ms. Weill recalled that her
grandparents were given one
hour to leave their house in
July 1940.
Maurice Dahan, president of
a Jewish community group in
the Strasbourg area, said part
of the problem was that “after
the war our region didn’t face
up to its past,” particularly the
role of those who fought for the
Germans.
Also, surviving Jews who
returned after 1945 found that
former neighbors didn’t want
to give up the apartments and
furniture they had seized with
the help of the Germans, Mr.
Raphäel said.
The memories of that history
make what is happening in the
present all the more painful.
In the first round of presidential elections in 2017, the
far-right National Front swept
rural Alsace, making authorities here particularly sensitive
to what Mr. Raphäel called the
region’s historically “difficult
relationship” with its Jews.
Extremist, white supremacist
organizations regularly surface
here, and there have been farright gatherings in Strasbourg.
Of f ic ia ls orga n i z i ng t he
“Guardians of Memory” and
t he volunteers t hemselves
“don’t want people to think that
in Alsace, there is only that,”
meaning the cemetery attacks,
said Philippe Ichter, a regional
official who helped organize
the effort.

Robert Tornare helps protect the 200-year-old Jewish cemetery in Wintzenheim in eastern France. (Kasia Strek for The New York Times)

“It’s an act of resistance,” Mr.
Ichter said. “The hour is grave.
But we can engage ourselves.”
In Wintzenheim’s cemetery
the other day, the Tornares,
retired school employees, wandered the weathered, centuries-old pink-grey headstones
with Hebrew lettering — “Here
lies a precious man, simple and
upright,” reads that of Jacques
Wurmser, who died on March,
25, 1840 — as if it were their
backyard.
“It’s out of friendship for the
Jewish community,” said Ms.
Tornare of their decision to
look after the cemetery informally long before they were
recruited. “You know, when
you take care of a place for 40
years, it becomes like a garden
to you,” Ms. Tornare said.
But past attitudes and indignities mingle with the present.
Not all the stereotypes have
disappeared, and the casual expression of anti-Semitic tropes
is still widely socially acceptable in France.
A large bald patch amid the
headstones in the Wintzenheim
graveyard is testimony to the
day in 1945 when the retreating
Germans forced inhabitants
of the village to dig up the
headstones to be used as an
anti-tank barrier against the
advancing Americans.
The barrier was never used.
But the residents of Wintzenheim, where Jews had lived
since the 15th century, never
put the headstones back. They
used them instead in their postwar garden walls, or as paving
stones. This still rankles.
At the Jewish cemetery in
nearby Grussenheim, a lonely
spot lost amid the vegetable
fields at the edge of town, Sylvain Sutter, a farmer, had already been taking care of the
cemetery before the “Guardians
of Memory” initiative started,
having been recruited years
earlier by a merchant with relatives buried there.
“So for me, this doesn’t
change very much at all,” Mr.
Sutter said. b
©The New York Times

Israel …

It’s Time to Abolish the Law of Return, Says Joint List MK
Joint A rab L ist Knesset
member Aida Touma-Suleiman stated on Sunday that
one of the conditions her
party will present for supporting any coalition will be
the repeal of Israel’s Law of
Return.
The Joint List, an alliance
comprising the Arab or mostly
Arab parties Balad, Ra’amTa’al and Hadash, won 15 par-

liament seats in Israel’s March
2 elections. Although coalition
talks have yet to begin, it is
widely believed that the Arab
lawmakers will most likely
support Likud challenger Blue
and White leader Benny Gantz
for prime minister.
The Law of Return, passed
in 1950, gives every Jew the
right to live in Israel and to
gain Israeli citizenship.

In an interview with Israel
Radio, Touma-Suleiman reiterated the demand, originally
presented by the Higher Arab
Monitoring Committee, saying, “I don’t think the Law of
Return is needed anymore.
Anyone who wanted to return
to Israel has already done so.
Those who chose to live in the
United States or France have
already made their choice.

The law is unnecessary. At the
time, it greatly wronged my
people, but now it’s time to
rethink it — and many other
things.”
She further stressed that
the Joint List “will not support anyone who supports the
[Trump administration’s] ‘deal
of the century.’”
Asked whether she recognizes Israel as a Jewish and

democratic state, Touma-Suleiman replied, “We have
been excluded from the civil
collective of the State of Israel.
We were marginalized and
ignored. If that’s what you call
a Jewish state then yes, I want
to change it. I suggest that you
decide among yourselves what
is a ‘Jewish state’ first.” b
This article first appeared in
Israel Hayom.
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National …

These Jewish Teens are Mentoring Girls in Science
and Powering Tiny Houses for the Homeless
by

ERIC BERGER

Growing up in Los Angeles, Elyse
Forman always tried to take the highest-level science courses she could, like
A.P. physics and chemistry.
Forman often found she was the only
female in those classes.
“You can’t help but feel that you don’t
belong when you’re not like everyone
else in the class, when people don’t
think that you have the right answers
to questions, when they look at you
weirdly if you participate,” the 18-yearold said.  
What Forman didn’t realize is that the
issue is also a national concern.
While women comprise nearly 60 percent of U.S. college graduates, according
to the National Center for Education
Statistics, they earn only about 35 percent of the undergraduate degrees in
the STEM subjects: science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
The reason for the gap?
“Stereotype threat,” according to one
prominent researcher.
“A female student taking a math test
experiences an extra cognitive and emotional burden of worry related to the
stereotype that women are not good
at math,” Catherine Hill, a former vice
president for research at the American
Association of University Women, wrote
in a recent report for the association.
Once Forman became aware of the
larger problem, she decided she wanted
to do something to about it. The summer

Los Angeles native Elyse Forman is helping mentor girls in science, while Solomon Olshin of Oregon is spearheading a project to help people transitioning out of homelessness. (Diller Foundation/JTA)

before 11th grade, she launched Girls in
STEM, a weekly afterschool program
in which students from her high school
visited third- through fifth-grade girls at
low-income schools in an effort to spur
their interest in science and technology.
Forman said her goal was to build a
“kehillah” — a supportive community
— for these girls and the mentors.
“Luckily I had amazing female mentors who helped me out with this and
encouraged me,” Forman said. “But
so many girls don’t have that, and so I
created this program in order to bridge

the gender gap.”
Forman began with an eight-week
program at two predominantly African-American and Hispanic elementary
schools. Eight mentors worked with
20-30 students at each school.
The mentors helped the students build
roller coasters, model lungs and atoms,
learn coding, and study interactions
among the brain, nose and taste buds.
“When you see a girl who will not
talk at all on the first day of class and
by the end is raising her hand and is so
excited,” Forman said, “that gives me

goosebumps.”
Forman is now a freshman at Brown
University, and she is working on developing a similar program with local elementary schools in Providence, Rhode
Island. Meanwhile, other students at her
high school have kept Forman’s initiative running there.
In 2019, Forman was awarded a Diller
Teen Tikkun Olam Award for her efforts.
The prize is given annually to a select
group of Jewish teenagers who demonstrate outstanding leadership in the
Jewish value of tikkun olam, repairing
the world, and comes with $36,000 to
help further their initiative or pay for
their education.
Diller also organizes a Shabbat retreat
for all the winners.
“The Diller experience was transformative for me because it allowed me to
connect with so many other teens who
wanted to make a deep impact in the
world the same way that I do,” Forman
said. “The award’s emphasis on tikkun
olam helped me better understand that
it is our job to repair the world before we
move on to anything else.”
Another Diller award winner was Solomon Olshin of Portland, Oregon, who
spearheaded a project to help people
transitioning out of homelessness.
“I had the opportunity to develop
some really close friendships with people from all different backgrounds —
socioeconomically, ethnically — all re(Jewish Teens — Page 20)

Viewpoint …

I’m a Rabbi With the Coronavirus Whose Congregation
is Quarantined. It’s Bringing Out the Best in Us.

Young Israel of New Rochelle (Courtesy)
by

RABBI REUVEN FINK

This letter has been reposted
with the permission of Rabbi
Reuven Fink.
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. (JTA)
— As so many of us are now
contemplating going into a
Shabbos of seclusion, I want to
share a few thoughts with you.
We all woke up Tuesday
morning prepared for our usual
schedules of work or school or
whatever we usually do. By
late afternoon we learned that
the state and the county health
departments ordered a voluntary quarantine of those who
were in a number of venues
where the Coronavirus might
have been. I said to myself,
“but at all of those places we

were performing mitzvot. To
be davening in shul, attending
a funeral, attending bar and bat
mitzvah celebrations — all are
good deeds, mitzvot!”
A nd yet, we were about
to commence an unpleasant
course of action: Isolation and
quarantine are words that
evoke fear. I must confess I
was frightened that we might
have an epidemic, a pandemic in our community. Our lay
leadership and I met with the
health officials and tried to explain that quarantine of almost
an entire congregation was an
overarching edict. They quickly disavowed us of any such
thinking and announced the
shutdown of the Shul before we

could even announce it to our
own members.
We were locked in our homes.
What would we do? This Shabbos is Parshat Zachor!
We all know it is incumbent
upon Jews to hear Zachor being
read from the Torah. Additionally, a young man’s bar mitzvah was scheduled for Shabbos.
He had studied his parsha so
long and hard. What would be?
And then, a young woman’s
bat mitzvah was on Sunday.
She would be so disappointed!
Our friend and member lost her
dear father and is sitting shiva.
We who are in quarantine are
not able to visit her in her time
of need.
People’s lives are so disrupted. And certainly our minds
never diverted from thinking
about and praying for our good
friend who lay in the hospital
in such serious condition. We
thought of his wife and the
kids and what they were going
through in comparison to what
our situation was.
I told myself we would work
things out. The people of New
Rochelle are resourceful people.
And we prayed. Everyone
was emailing for our friend’s

Hebrew name and wanted to
know which Tehillim should
be recited. People who were not
in quarantine were calling to
arrange to help people in need,
particularly those who were elderly or sick. Neighboring communities volunteered to help.
Our neighbors in Scarsdale and
White Plains shopped and made
deliveries to many. Seasons and
Chickies tried to make ordering
easy. UJA-Federation offered to
send our members food from a
canceled dinner. So many good
people did so much good. And
it continues.
Over the past day or two,
other members of our congregation were tested and found to
be positive for the Coronavirus.
I as well found out an hour
ago that I am infected with the
virus. I can now reassure you
that it is possible, Thank G-d, to
get through this virus without a
special vaccine. I have the virus
and am doing reasonably well.
But I must caution all of you
who have had personal contact
with me to seek counsel from
your health practitioner as to
how to proceed.
As a Shul we must worry
about religion. We tried to ad-

dress in writing what people
could do for the observance
of yahrzeit and recitation of
kaddish. We worked out a plan
to read Zachor on Purim. Daf
Yomi was taught online via
Zoom. We had two shiurim
today given by me and by Rabbi
Axelrod about Purim topics.
A crisis can bring out the best
in people. It is bringing out the
best in us.
Admittedly, it is hard to comply with the burden the state
has placed on us. But as we see,
despite all these measures, the
amount of people testing positive is increasing. We all have
to be careful to comply.
There are some positive elements that can be found in
looking at our predicament.
It slows down the pace of our
frenetic lives. That can be positive. It can give us more time
with our families. Maybe that
book that we never got around
to reading can be read now.
Maybe we always wanted to
find time to learn Torah. We
now have that opportunity. I
can’t remember the last time I
davened without a minyan for
Shacharis. But my davening
(Quarantined — Page 20)

Page 20 • THE JEWISH LEDGER • Thursday, March 12, 2020

Jewish Teens
lated to the Jewish community,”
Olshin said of his experience
at the Shabbat retreat. “Before
Diller, I hadn’t really realized
why I was doing these projects,
and that really codified and
solidified in my mind that a
big part of my drive was coming from my experience as an
American Jew.”
Olshin, whose bar mitzvah
project consisted of organizing
people to prepare soups and
deliver them regularly to those
living in homeless shelters or on
the streets, has been interested
in homelessness for some time.
As a high school sophomore,
Olshin accompanied his father
to a community of tiny houses
aimed at helping recently home-

(Continued from Page 19)

less people. Part of a larger
movement of micro-houses, the
tiny homes — typically about 8
by 12 feet and with a price tag
of about $2,000 — have been
adopted by some municipalities
as a low-cost alternative to the
traditional homeless shelter system and a way to help people
avoid the stress that comes with
the uncertainty of sleeping on
the streets.
The tiny houses were “a way
to bring back a sense of dignity
and basic level of human amenities to people who were really
struggling,” Olshin said.
Part of a program at his high
school focused on using technology to address social and
environmental needs. Olshin

and some friends spent months
devising a solar-powered electrical system to provide a basic
level of power, light and heat to
residents of the houses. Calling
it a JuiceBox, they reached out
to local companies to obtain
discounted parts and raised
about $75,000 from contests
like the Lexus Eco Challenge
and companies like eBay.
In the three years since the
teens manufactured 100 JuiceBox systems, as well as an offgrid solar-powered shower (a
ShowerPod) and laundry facilities (a WashPod), the nonprofit
organization Olshin launched
to support the work, Shine, has
helped five communities in Portland containing 20-50 houses.

“I have been working for a
long time on this project,” Olshin said. “It’s been an amazing journey.”
Now a freshman at Pomona
College in Claremont, California, Olshin is working on a new
iteration of the JuiceBox with
about 10 times more power but
only twice the cost, for about
$1,000 each.
He also created a club at his
school to work on the project
and recently won a $50,000
grant from the U.S. Department
of Energy. The club plans to
broaden the mission to create
“environmentally sustainable,
cost-effective” products that
won’t just help people transition out of homelessness but

Quarantined
this morning was much slower
than usual.
This circumstance certainly gives us the opportunity to
think. Our attention turns to
mortality and our vulnerability.
We sometimes find ourselves
victims of life’s fragility and
tentativeness. This is one of
those times. It can help us to
reorient our ultimate goals in
life. Contemplation is good for
the soul.
I can’t help but wonder if
perhaps I discovered a fantastic
insight into current events in
this morning’s Daf Yomi.
The Talmud is in the midst
of discussing various seminal
events in the life of King David.
It tells of an error he made. He
decided to conduct a census
of his kingdom. He wanted to
have an accurate count of Israel’s population. According to
the Torah, a census can only
take place by counting tokens

also could be used in disaster
recovery.
One of the most important
consequences of the projects,
Olshin said, is that people learn
about homeless Americans.
“It helps them understand
what these communities are
and what they need to be successful,” Olshin said. b
This article was sponsored
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that represent a person but not
by counting the people themselves. The Torah says: Count
half-shekels so there “will not
be a pestilence when you count
them.” King David ignored this
rule and counted people. The
Navi tells us that a plague commenced as a result. The strange
occurrence that guided that
plague was that exactly 100
people died per day. The prophets and sages of that era ascertained from heaven that if they
would institute a new mitzvah,
the plague would end. They
legislated a rabbinic mitzvah
to recite 100 brachot each day.
This is among the seven rabbinic mitzvot, along with lighting
candles before Shabbat and the
recitation of Hallel. But somehow this particular mitzvah
has been lost to us during our
bitter history.
Could it be only a coincidence
that we learn this portion in

the Talmud specifically today
during this crisis of a possible
pandemic? Perhaps. But perhaps
we can take a lesson from it.
Maybe we can accept upon ourselves to be more mindful and
meticulous in reciting brachot.
A bracha, a blessing, is our way
of acknowledging the profound
awareness that we have of G-d
in our lives. A blessing can elevate the most mundane activity
into something lofty and holy. It
takes seconds but launches us
into eternity.
We still have a way to go in
handling our communal situation. Together we can persevere
and triumph over these challenges. With our ever-abiding
faith in G-d who is the healer,
we pray that we, as well as our
fellow Americans and the peoples of the world will conquer
this disease ןמא ונמיב הרהמב.
Wishing all a Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Reuven Fink b

