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Rochester Area
Community Events on Hold
in the Coronavirus Era
Temple Beth Sholom has suspended in-person prayer and
classes.
Temple B’rith Kodesh is closed.

Temple Sinai is closed and will be live streaming prayer and
healing services during the week.
Temple Beth El is closed.
Hillel Community Day School is closed as of March 13
Derech HaTorah of Rochester is closed indefinitely.
Ora Academy is closed.
Talmudical Institute of Upstate New York is closed.
All Federation events are cancelled through April 30.
The Louis S. Wolk JCC is closed through March 29.
National Council of Jewish Women has suspended all
events.
Jewish Senior Life is on lockdown with no visitors allowed.
Jewish Family Service is setting up a hotline for community
members to call for assistance in navigating resources or to
volunteer. The hotline is expected to go live soon. In addition,
JFS will be deploying volunteers to help those who are unable
to leave their homes by collecting and distributing food, placing
check-in calls, making cards, and assembling Passover to-go
baskets. JFS will also be providing counseling by phone and
managing an emergency fund for people who lose their jobs.
Jewish Senior Life Foundation’s Founding Mothers’ Circle
Event scheduled for Thursday, April 23 will be rescheduled.
Community Relief and Recovery
The Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester is launching a
Community Relief and Recovery Fund which will help our
institutions manage through the COVID-19 crisis. No administrative fees will be taken from from any donations made,
so 100 percent of the money donated will be used to address
social service needs and provide emergency assistance to
community members in need.
If you are in need of services, please call the emergency
hotline at 585.461.0114 which will be active Wednesday,
March 18 at 8 a.m.
Foodlink — Also, because efforts related to emergency food
and healthy meal distribution will increase significantly in
the weeks ahead, the Foodlink Community Kitchen will be
producing thousands of extra meals to distribute at R Centers
and schools in the coming weeks.
Community support will ensure thousands of seniors, adults,
and children experiencing food insecurity have access to
nutritious food in this time of uncertainty and great need.
Temple Sinai Gala Update — Due to concerns about COVID-19
and a directive by Gov. Cuomo against gatherings of 50 or more
people, the Gala honoring Rabbi Katz scheduled for April 18th
is being postponed. A new date will be set and communicated
as soon as the Gala Committee is able to do so.
Free Broadband Internet and WiFi for K-12 and College Students — If you are a household that now has a student learning
from home, and are in need of internet or Wi-Fi service, Spectrum
announced that it will provide free Spectrum broadband and Wi-Fi
access for 60 days to households with K-12 students and/or college
students who do not already
have a Spectrum broadband
subscription at any service level
up to 100 Mbps. To enroll call
1-844-488-8395.
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Across America, Jewish Leaders,
Schools and Institutions
Prepare for Major Shift in Life
by

Congregation Beth Hakneses Hachodesh is closed until
further notice.

n

FAYGIE HOLT

(JNS) — Across the United
States and countries worldwide,
schools are shuttering, events
are being postponed, synagogue services are canceling
or severely curtailing services,
local communal resources such
as libraries have closed, and
supermarkets are running out
of supplies as people knuckle
down and head inside to halt
the spread of the coronavirus
(COVID-19). It is in this reality that Jewish communities
are searching for ways — and
instituting them — to support
and provide strength to their
constituents.
The moves come as cases

Gann Academy in Waltham, Mass. (Niche.com)

of the novel coronavirus have
continued to increase with
nearly 140,000 people infected
worldwide before the start of
Shabbat. In the United States,

more than 1,260 people have
been diagnosed with the virus
as of Friday.
Representatives for the various
(Shift — Page 4)

Bernie’s Campaign May Be Nearing
Its End, but He’s Keeping Israel
Policy on His Democratic Agenda
by

RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Bernie Sanders lost big for the second set of Democratic primaries
in a row, including in Michigan, where his 2016 win made
him a viable candidate. At a
news conference Wednesday,
he all but conceded the presidential nomination contest to
Joe Biden.
So is it bye-bye Bernie? Probably sooner rather than later.
But the Vermont senator’s ideas,
(Agenda — Page 7)

A partial view of the West Bank city of Bethlehem is pictured from Jerusalem,
March 6. (Ahmad Gharabli/AFP via Getty Images; Bernie Sanders, Getty Images)

Israeli Lawmakers Propose Bills
Designed to Oust Netanyahu
by

DOV LIPMAN

The COVID-19 pandemic cast
a pall over the swearing in of
Israel’s 23rd Knesset on Monday, with the Knesset’s 120 lawmakers being sworn in three
at a time to avoid spreading
the disease, while Israeli President Reuven Rivlin and Knesset
Speaker Yuli Edelstein delivered
speeches to a nearly empty hall.
This is the third Knesset to be
sworn in fewer than 12 months,
due to an ongoing political impasse that has paralyzed the
country’s government.
(Oust — Page 13)

Blue and White Party leader Benny Gantz and Yisrael Beiteinu head Avigdor
Lieberman hold a joint statement after meeting in Ramat Gan on March 9.
(Tomer Neuberg/Flash90)
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Hillel School Educational Plan
for Homebound Students
by

TRACIE GLAZER
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share important information
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Expositor-Ledger Newspapers
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classrooms will allow for our
teachers to meet with their students in real-time, both as a
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that browser, but it comes standard on the Chromebooks we are
issuing. In each child’s unique
kit, parents will find a weekly,
customized learning schedule
that also has the login and password information, for the online
learning platform, that is unique
to their child. For additional
questions, we have created an
FAQ section on our school website: www.hillelschool.org
As students log into the learning site, they will be able to view
and access all of their grade-level
and customized courses. These
courses will allow instruction to
continue in age appropriate ways
and methods.
Students in Hillel’s lower
grades will have live, virtual class time with their teachers each day, as well as individual one-on-one time with
their teachers. Students will also
have independent work and “offline” time where they can work

on asynchronous classroom assignments, engage in age-appropriate play, and spend time with
their families.
Students in Hillel’s upper
grades will be running a schedule, which is almost identical to
the schedule they have been utilizing all school year. This
will allow teachers to do full
class teaching, lead interactive
seminars, work with in small
groups, and meet with students
individually.
Our school’s new, online
learning platform will also
allow teachers to check student
work and track student progress
in real time. Students’ school
time will also include a combination of traditional assignments such as reading books,
writing stories, solving math
problems, completing digital
activities, watching short educational videos, and listening to
Hebrew stories. b

Minimize Your Exposure: Let Congregation
Beth Sholom Help with Grocery Shopping
During this time, doctors have strongly advised that everyone
limit potential exposure to the coronavirus, especially the
elderly and those with underlying health concerns. Food
shopping is a necessity, but also greatly increases exposure.
Because of this Beth Sholom is asking all our elders not to
go grocery shopping. Instead, let Beth Sholom do it for you!
Please click here or browse to www.bethsholomrochester.
org/grocery-requests to fill out an online form where you
can let us know what grocery items you need. You can also
email news@bethsholomrochester.org.
A fellow Beth Sholom member, who is at a lower risk level,
will then purchase your groceries for you. They will wear
latex gloves while shopping and will drop the groceries off at
your door.
We are also asking for volunteers who are in the lower
risk categories and can drive, to contact the office about
availability to do a day’s shopping and drop off. If you are
interested, please reply or email the office at office@bethsholomrochester.org.
To support our community and volunteers, all items will be
purchased from Lipman’s. Items not available there will be
purchased at Wegmans or Tops.
We also encourage folks to order meals from our local kosher
establishments:
Lipman’s Kosher Market offers delivery, call 585-271-7886 to
order.
Inspired Catering (Eli Barashi) has meals available for
delivery from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday through Thursday.
To order, call to the cafe 585-461-2000 ex.474 and pay in
advance.
The Exotic Kitchen is making meals and dishes on an individualized basis — call Lesley Zaretsky at (623) 826-2717 to
inquire.
Sabra Grill has meals that can be ordered in advance.

Printed in two sections

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”
INSIDE: Summer Fun
Arts & Entertainment

Weekly
Since 1924

Printed in

ding
INSIDE: Wed
SIVAN 24,

5775

n

s

JUNE 11,

2015

:
Techniques
r-Security
er
aeli Cybe nfuse the Hack
n Anti- Isr
Co
lifornia Ba tests Daze and
Could Ca
Pro
Weekly
Since 1924

$30 PER

YEAR WITHIN

, $32 OUTSIDE
E COUNTY

COUNTY

70¢ PER

ISSUE

n

VOL. XCII,

NO. 51

n

TER, N.Y.

n

$30 PER YEAR WITHIN MONROE COUNTY, $32 OUTSIDE COUNTY 70¢ PER ISSUE

two section

Planner

ROCHES

Kerry’s Refusal to Be ‘Fixated’ on
Iran’s Former Nuclear Misdeeds Fits
The U.S. Pattern of Indulging Tehran
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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif attend a meeting of the five permanent members of the Security
Council plus Germany during the 68th session of the United Nations General
Assembly at UN headquarters on Sept 26, 2013. Photo: AP.
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New Leadership at Jewish Federation

(DEBKAfile) — U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry remarked
Wednesday that the “U.S. and
its negotiating partners are not
fixated on the issue of so-called
possible military dimensions [of
the Iranian nuclear program]
because they already have a
complete picture of Iran’s past
activities.”
This comment was a compendium of contradictions and
untruths.
DEBKAfile lists five instances

to demonstrate the U.S. has been
in the dark over Iranian nuclear
activities — past and present:
1. Iran’s military complex at
Parchin remains a closed book
despite repeated international
demands to check on the nuclear detonation tests reported
to have been conducted there.
The U.S. and Israel are left with
suspicions, no facts, although
Kerry declared: “We know what
they did.”
(Nuclear Misdeeds — Page 14)

Clooney to Clinton: 19 Revelations
From Michael Oren’s New Book

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Rochester elected new
officers at its annual meeting
at Temple Beth El on Tuesday,
June 16.

The 2015-16 slate of officers is
comprised of: president, Leslie
Crane; vice-presidents, Blanche
Fenster, Jerry A. Goldman, Marc
Haas, Mona Friedman Kolko;

secretary, Lorraine P. Wolch;
treasurer, F. Kenneth Greene;
and assistant treasurer, David
Clar.
(Federation — Page 14)

What Will the ADL Lose When Foxman Leaves?
by

URIEL HEILMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — If there’s
one thing that can be said of
longtime Anti-Defamation
League leader Abraham Foxman, who is stepping down
this month after nearly 30 years
at the helm, it’s that he never
holds back from speaking his
mind.
In an age of canned, anodyne
statements from public figures
reticent to say what they really
think, Foxman offers an authentic, unabashed voice free of
artifice, hesitation or restraint.
Foxman also has something
else when he speaks: listeners.
Though the ADL doesn’t represent anyone but itself and Foxman is not an elected official,
he is widely seen by journalists,
the public and especially the

by

Michael Oren’s new book
“Ally,” to be published next
week, details what he calls “My
journey across the American-Is-

raeli divide.” A highly unusual
case of a diplomat describing
very specific aspects of his service so soon after completing
his term, the ex-ambassador
to Washington fills the volume
with a stream of revelations.
These range from the trivial,
like the day his wife passed
up the opportunity for a chat
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(Magna Carta — Page 12)
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Abraham Foxman holds a replica of his Hollywood Walk of Fame Star as he is
honored by the ADL’s 2014 Annual Meeting at The Beverly Hilton in Beverly
Hills, California, on November 7, 2014. Photo: Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images.

White House as representing
American Jewish opinion — to
the consternation of many com-

munity activists to Foxman’s
right and left.
(Foxman — Page 5)

AMANDA BORSCHEL-DAN

Things were coming to a
head when the Magna Carta
was signed by King John 800
years ago on June 15, 1215, in
Runnymede near Windsor.
And as the rebellious barons
and recalcitrant king brokered
a short-lasting peace — via a
pact hailed as a founding legal
document enshrining human
rights, civil liberties and the use
of authority — Jewish history
gained another footnote.
It was a time when Jewish
moneylenders could be wealthier than the king of England,
since, thanks to the iron grip
of the Catholic Church’s usury
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George Clooney on his way to marry Amal Alamuddin, in Venice, Italy, Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014. Photo: Andrew Medichini/AP.
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People gather at the riverside meadow west of London as the Red Arrows
RAF display team fly over the Magna Carta memorial in Runnymede, England,
during a commemoration ceremony Monday, June 15, to celebrate the 800th
anniversary of the groundbreaking accord called Magna Carta. Photo: Steve
Parsons/Pool/AP.
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Additional Information
Fox’s Deli temporarily closed.
All Hillel events at the U of R, RIT, Nazareth and SUNY Geneseo are cancelled.
Chabad House Rohr Center at U of R, 503-9224.
Chabad Lubavitch, 271-0330.
Chabad of Pittsford, 340-7545.
Congregation Etz Chaim, 233-5344.

CDC Coronavirus Guidelines and Information
Visit CDC.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636), TTY 1-888232-6348 for information.
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Politics …

Centrist Pro-Israel PAC
Endorses Biden for President
by

RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The
Democratic Majority for Israel
endorsed Joe Biden for president, consolidating the pro-Israel establishment’s support
for the former vice president.
DMFI endorsing Biden at
this stage means the PAC is
positioned to help him keep
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, Biden’s only serious rival,
from getting the nomination.
DMFI has already run ads in
early voting states questioning

Sanders’ ability to oust Trump
as president.
“As senator and vice president, Joe Biden has proven he
will fight for Democrats’ broad
vision for America, including a
strong U.S.-Israel relationship,”
Mark Mellman, the political
action committee’s president,
said in a statement. “Biden is
the candidate who will unify
the country, and our party, put
an end to the hateful divisions
created by Donald Trump, and
restore dignity and integrity to

a White House badly sullied
by its current occupant.”
Biden is an obvious choice
for the PAC, which maintains
pro-Israel views consistent
with the American Israel Public Affairs Committee and
other centrist groups. Biden
addressed the recent AIPAC
conference and has said he
will not condition aid to Israel, while Sanders boycotted
AIPAC and has said conditioning aid to Israel is on the
table. b

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden speaks at a campaign rally at
the National World War I Museum and Memorial in Kansas City, Mo., March
7. (Kyle Rivas/Getty Images)

World …

Jewish Organizations Rally Behind
Italian Jews in Wake of Shutdown

Jewish Agency for Israel chairman Isaac Herzog speaks during the Public
Forum Conference on Nov. 15, 2018. (Tomer Neuberg/Flash90)

Amid the ongoing coronavirus crisis in Italy, which has
brought the country to a virtual
standstill, prominent Jewish organizations continue to engage
the Jewish community there.
Chairman of the Jewish Agency Isaac Herzog and chairman
of Keren Hayesod Sam Grundwerg met on Thursday with the
prominent Jewish leaders in
Rome and Milan to voice their
solidarity with those affected, a
press release stated.
“The com mun it y leaders
described the challenges and
threats they are facing, and
their immediate needs,” the
statement read. “Coronavirus
(COVID-19) has impacted the
entire world. Italy, which is
currently on lockdown, has
been particularly hit hard and
is experiencing a death toll of
hundreds of people,” said the
Jewish Agency.
The president of Rome’s Jewish
community, Ruth Durgello, said
the community is worried, but
sounded an upbeat note: “We are
a proud and ancient community
in the midst of the worst situation we have faced since World
War II,” she said. “We are in a
state of complete uncertainty.
We are trying to stabilize the
situation but there is tremendous

anxiety here about the danger of
a complete collapse. General morale is very low. We know there
is light at the end of the tunnel,
but we don’t know how long the
tunnel is.”

With a population of some
15,000, Rome is home to the
oldest Jewish community in
the world.
President of Milan’s Jewish
community, Milo Hasbani,
added: “Our schools and nursing homes have been shut for
three weeks. We are organizing
various support channels to
help community members, especially elderly people who are
in quarantine and can’t go food
shopping. We are setting up
distance learning for the children, investing in disinfectants
and preparing the community’s
security team for any scenario.”
“Expressing solidarity with
Jews around the world and Italian Jewry in particular, Herzog
and Grundwerg penned a letter (attached) stating that ‘All
of Israel is responsible for one
another,’ and that the organiza-

tions are teaming up to pledge
their support during this difficult time,” the Jewish Agency
said in a statement.
Herzog later said that he “had
emotional conversations with
the leaders of the Jewish communities of Italy, which are
small and comprised of a relatively large number of elderly
people who are encountering
a challenge the likes of which
they have not faced since the
Holocaust.”
He added: “We have set up
a special team to immediately analyze their most urgent
needs, and together with Keren
Hayesod we will work to help
the community as quickly as
possible. I urge our parallel
Jewish organizations and Jewish communities worldwide to
mobilize, given the extent of
the need.”

The Jewish Agency further
said that it was “working on
assisting the community on
three levels to meet their needs:
assisting nursing homes; setting up distance-learning infrastructure for children and
teachers who are quarantined;
and helping the communities
set up a hotline to help those in
quarantine.”
A special team led by Shay
Felber, director of the Jewish
Agency’s Unit for Aliyah, Absorption and Special Operations, and Alex Kerner, Karen
Hayesod’s emissary in Italy,
will focus on provisions.
“It is always comforting to
know that Israel is with us,”
said Hasbani, “and especially
the Jewish Agency and the assistance it provides.” b
This article originally appeared in Israel Hayom.

Family out of town? Weather preventing travel?
Unable to leave your home?
Brighton Memorial Chapel offers live funeral broadcasting
for services that take place within our chapel.
All at NO CHARGE.

3325 Winton Road S., Rochester NY 14623 • www.BrightonMemorialChapel.com

585-427-8520
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With Most Flights Canceled Due to Coronavirus, a
Chartered Airlift Is Bringing US Teens Home From Israel
by

MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The
entire student body of URJ
Heller High in Israel, a high
school aff iliated wit h t he
Reform movement, will return to the United States on
a chartered flight, along with
dozens of students from other
Israeli programs for American
teens.
Rabbi Loren Sykes, UR J
Heller High principal, told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
Sunday that the flight, which
is scheduled to leave on Monday night, came together in
less than 24 hours.
There are 232 seats on the

Shift

charter flight and 87 of them
will be filled by Heller students who were spending the
semester in Israel. They will
be accompanied by a chaperone.
Sykes declined to name the
other institutions that will be
putting students on the flight,
which cost $1,800 per passenger. But he acknowledged that
there would be students from
different Jewish denominations on the flight.
Sykes said that Heller students will complete the rest
of the school year via online learning, allowing the
students to receive their full

URJ Heller High students in Tel Aviv, shown dressed up in Purim costumes,
are all being flown home to the U.S. (URJ Heller High/Facebook)

credits for the semester of
high school.
“We are very, very sad that
the students have to go home,
but it’s the prudent thing to
do,” said Sykes, who also
serves as the director of Israel
Programs for URJ Youth.
He said that the Israeli government’s announcement Saturday night prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people
and the Ministry of Tourism’s
previous announcement that
all tourists must return home
(the students are in Israel on
tourist visas) were enough
to set the plan to return the
students in motion. b

(Continued from Page 1)

streams of Judaism, along with
the Jewish Federation of North
America, have created webpages advising congregations and
communities of how to deal with
the virus. The guidelines come
as rabbis, clergy and communal leaders try to reassure and
provide sustenance for already
jittery members, particularly those with young children,
while ensuring that the elderly
and others at risk remain at the
top of their concerns.
Eric Fingerhut, president and
CEO of the Jewish Federations of
North America, told JNS, “… we
are focused first and foremost
on helping the most vulnerable
populations, especially those
isolated and cut off from community-based programs, those
struggling with mental-health
issues, people who are losing
income and whose living situations may become compromised.
Together, 146 Federations and
300 network communities support a network of social-service agencies and organizations
that deliver to these populations
locally and globally, and they
need urgent support.”
Among those working to ensure that people have what they
need is the Jewish Federation
of Cleveland, where Jewish day
schools are closed and some
members of the local community
are in quarantined.
“Caring for one another and
helping to keep our community
safe are the top priorities of the
Cleveland Federation,” said Robert Berick, the JFC’s marketing
director. “To that end, we are

working closing with local agencies to ensure the vital programs
and services continue with minimal disruption. Similarly, we are
actively looking for new and creative ways to maintain a strong
sense of togetherness and connection in a time when so many
feel isolated.”
Beyond the Federation, leaders of major Jewish denominations — Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform and Reconstructionist
— were issuing statements and
guidance to members.
Both the Reform and Conservative movements are planning
to hold virtual service options
so that people who are under
quarantine or are immune-compromised or otherwise don’t feel
comfortable being out in a group
setting have a way to participate
in Shabbat services.
“Live-streaming can be a literal lifeline for such community
members who can’t be at synagogue physically, but still want
to connect with their place of
worship,” said an online post
from the United Synagogues of
Conservative Judaism. “When
using live-streaming, it’s recommended that clergy and lay leaders acknowledge the presence of
the virtual community.”
The Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the rabbinic
arm of the Union for Reform
Judaism, urged people to utilize
technology to stay in touch.
“As we collectively fight to save
lives and eliminate this virus,
we encourage all who are able to
avail themselves of online gatherings and conventions, virtual
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Eric Fingerhut, president and CEO
of the Jewish Federations of North
America.

learning and classes, live streaming of worship services, even pastoral care via telephone or video
conferencing,” said the CCAR
memo. “While human touch undeniably adds meaning to our
relationships and our lives, these
efforts are necessary to preserve
our health. As Jewish tradition
counsels: ‘Each of us is enjoined
to guard our lives’ (Joshua 23:13)
and ‘Saving even one life is tantamount to saving the entire world’
(Sanhedrin 4:9).”
Similarly, United Synagogue
of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
announced online resources for
members.
“USCJ, together with our partners at the Rabbinical Assembly, has compiled an extensive
list of resources on our website
so that synagogues can continue to serve their communities
and work through this time of
great concern. In the event of
synagogue and religious-school
closings, we have a growing list
of synagogues that are using
communications technology, including live-streaming for services, minyans, events and classes here so that people can stay
connected from wherever they
are,” said Leslie Lichter, interim
CEO at USCJ.
“This is particularly important
for those who are homebound or
under quarantine, the elderly or
disabled. USCJ is leveraging the
power of live-streaming, too,
and will broadcast innovative
programs such as a USY Alumni

Virtual Havdalah service (March
14) and a USY virtual hangout,
‘Connecting While Disinfecting’
(March 15), as well as informative webinars on topics such as
‘Caring for Our Communities
and Ourselves’ and the process
of live-streaming. The USCJ
team, including our synagogue
consultants, are fielding inquiries and providing support as
needed.”
The leadership of the Orthodox Union and the Rabbinical
Council of America, which represent many Modern Orthodox
congregations, said in a joint
statement on Friday afternoon:
“The measures that this pandemic have forced us to take are
exceptionally painful. We are
concerned for the threat to our
health, and we are deeply pained
by the absence of Torah and
tefillah [‘prayer’] from so many
of our shuls. We encourage everyone to redouble their efforts
in these areas and to seize this
challenge as an opportunity to
create in our own homes a presence of meaningful tefillah and
shared Torah study.”

‘Please Intensify
Your Prayers’
In a joint letter to the Los Angeles Modern Orthodox community, the rabbis at four major
synagogues announced that they
were closing their doors temporarily.
“Please note that it is with a
very heavy heart that we are
taking this unprecedented action. We are doing this only because of the compelling nature
of the circumstances and the
halachic [Jewish law] mandate
to protect our health as our most
important priority,” they wrote,
adding that now is a time for
“introspection and reflection.
Please intensify your [prayers],
and pray that all those who are
ill will be healed, and that our
community will be shielded
from any harm.”
Similar letters were sent to
congregants in Modern Orthodox communities in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. Noting that

a cancellation of services means
that mourners who are reciting
Kaddish for a loved one will not
be able to do so, Jews in areas
where services are continuing as
scheduled have offered to recite
the prayer on their behalf. (The
Chabad-Lubavitch movement
has launched an online page to
ensure that the mourner’s Kaddish be said in synagogue.)
In Washington State, which
has been extremely hard hit
from the coronavirus, at least
one group is taking Havdalah,
the closing Shabbat service, virtual. URJ’s Camp Kalsman will
be hosting a Zoom online Havdalah gathering early on Saturday evening on the West Coast.
Similarly, United Synagogue
Youth, a division of USCJ, will
host a USY Alumni Virtual Havdalah Service for its alumni on
Saturday evening that will include a service, music, and a virtual hangout and discussion with
Rabbi Joshua Rabin, USY’s senior
director of teen engagement.
“While we can’t be together
in body, we can definitely be
together in spirit!” USY stated in
its notification.
Jewish community centers like
the Weinstein JCC in Richmond,
Va., are also closed. Conferences
and meetings have been canceled or postponed.
After initially canceling its
conference in Baltimore, the
Foundation for Jewish Camp decided to move to an online conference, complete with plenaries,
breakout sessions, networking
opportunities, a “virtual campfire” and an online “hallway,”
where attendees can connect
and collaborate outside of formal sessions. Dubbed “Leaders
Assembly 202.0,” it will be held
on Monday, March 16.
“Leaders Assembly 202.0
gives us an effective platform
to share resources that are more
critical than ever, especially
during this current challenging situation” explains Jeremy
J. Fingerman, CEO of FJC. He
also thinks the online format
“will enable an even broader
spectrum of participants.” b
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Rabbi Asks Worshippers Not to
Kiss Stones of the Western Wall

ADL Publishes Anti-Semitism
Guide for Candidates
by

Worshippers at the Western Wall pray in enclosed areas meant for 10 people at a time in order to prevent the spread
of coronavirus on March 15. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)
by

MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The
rabbi of the Western Wall and
other holy sites, Rabbi Shmuel
Rabinowitz, called on worshippers not to kiss the stones to
avoid spreading the coronavirus.
The request came after consultations between Rabinowitz
and the Health Ministry about
required hygiene practices, the

Western Wall Heritage Foundation said in a statement on
Monday. Kissing the stones is
a common practice at the wall,
which is considered the holiest
site in Judaism.
Following new government
directives released on Saturday
night, worshippers at the Western Wall have begun standing about 6 feet apart during

prayers services. Yellow tape
now marks out areas of the
prayer space that are not to be
occupied by more than 10 people at a time.
Hundreds of worshippers visited the Western Wall for morning services on Monday and
dozens of bar mitzvahs took
place with limited participants,
according to the foundation. b

Thousands of Israelis in the US Called Home as
Coronavirus Restrictions Tighten in Their Homeland
by

PHILISSA CRAMER
and BEN HARRIS

NEW YORK (JTA) — Purim
celebrations at Oakland Hebrew
Day School on Tuesday included
a surprise, un-festive addition:
farewells to two young Israeli women whose work in the
Northern California school was
being cut short by the global
coronavirus pandemic.
The women were assigned to
work at the school as part of
their national service, an alternative to Israeli army service
chosen by many Orthodox girls.
They were ordered to return
to Israel immediately, along with
2,000 other participants in the
program run by Israel’s National
Civic Service Authority. They
were due to depart Wednesday
night and it’s unclear when they
will be allowed to return — if
at all.
“It was very emotional because these poor girls are 19
years old and they come here
and they’re having this special
meaningful service year,” Tania
Schweig, the head of school, told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
“And they’ve built all these relationships with kids.”
In a letter to participating
communities, the authority director, Reuven Pinsky, said the
decision had been made “with
a heavy heart.” The agency allowed only emissaries in Australia and Singapore to remain
abroad, deeming their risk of
coronavirus infection during
travel higher than the risk of
staying put.
“It is a necessity, and our duty
to make sure they are safe,”

Pinsky wrote. “We express our
empathy and solidarity and wish
health to all Jews in Israel and
abroad. May we return to work
on the important connection between Jews in the State of Israel
to Jews abroad soon.”
The recall came as the Israeli
government tightened restrictions aimed at curbing the coronavirus epidemic there. On Monday, the country announced that
anyone entering from abroad
would have to undergo a 14-day
quarantine in their homes, or in
hotels in the case of international visitors.
As of last week, about 80,000
Israelis were quarantined, and
that number is rising as more Israelis make their way home. The
Ministry of Health announced
on Tuesday that nearly 250,000
Israelis have entered the country
in the past two weeks.
But not all Israelis abroad are
rushing home. Another group
that places young Israelis in Jewish communities abroad took a
much different approach, calling
back a handful of emissaries in
places with serious outbreaks
but encouraging most to stay put.
Approximately 2,000 Israelis
are serving abroad through the
Jewish Agency for Israel, including high school graduates taking
a gap year before beginning their
army service and young adults
who have recently concluded
their military service. They are
placed in synagogues, schools
and college Hillels around the
world — with about 400 currently in the United States.
Seven young adults working in
New York’s suburban Westches-

ter County, the site of the largest
outbreak in the Jewish community, flew home this week, agency officials confirmed, in part
because the closure of schools
there made their education outreach impossible. And some of
the emissaries in hard-hit areas
of Italy also have returned home.
The vast majority, though, are
planning to remain, and some
have begun developing online
engagement activities in keeping
with local health regulations
that increasingly discourage or
bar in-person gatherings. Jewish
Agency emissaries have been
told not to leave the states where
they work.
On Tuesday night, Jewish
Agency Chairman Isaac Herzog
met with hundreds of emissaries
via videoconference to offer support and answer their questions.
“The Jewish Agency is determined to ensure our important
activities in the Jewish communities proceed, to the extent
possible,” a spokesperson said in
a statement.
Guy Nachum, 19, has been
serving as a Jewish Agency emissary in St. Louis for six months,
teaching local Jews about Israel.
Nachum says he has received
guidance about protecting himself from the virus, including
avoiding large crowds and limiting unnecessary travel. But he
has no plans to go home before
the end of his term in six months.
“I don’t want to go back home,”
Nachum said. “I have like a mission here. And it doesn’t matter
if it’s the coronavirus or other
things, I want to stay here and
complete my mission. b

MARCY OSTER

(JTA) — The Anti-Defamation
League has released a guide to
contemporary anti-Semitism for
candidates running for national
office.
“Antisemitism Uncovered: A
Guide to Old Myths in a New
Era,” identifies some of the most
persistent tropes about Jews,
explains why they are dangerous, provides the backstory behind the myths and shows how
they have evolved to today,”
according to the league.
“As violence against Jews is
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
already at historic levels, we speaks at a news conference on ancall on all public leaders, par- ti-Semitism at a branch of the Brookticularly during this heated po- lyn Public Library, Dec. 29, 2019. (Adi
litical season, to avoid invoking Eshman)
antisemitic tropes,” ADL CEO
Jonathan Greenblatt said in ried out violent attacks against
a statement. “The tropes this Jews in Pittsburgh, Poway and
guide explains are the roots of Jersey City.”
anti-Semitism,
and have
Each chapter of the guide adNorthfield • 1 x 2 • 10/1/18
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Rivlin Gives Gantz Mandate to Form Government
by GIL HOFFMAN
three bills on the first day of time Gantz received the manNegotiations between Likud the Knesset on Monday that all date after he failed to form a
and Blue and White on a na- targeted Netanyahu. The bills government after the September
tional-unity government began call for limitation of the prime election.
in earnest on Monday with a ministerial tenure to two terms,
Rivlin said he was giving the
secret meeting that raised op- the termination of the tenure of mandate to Gantz because he
timism an agreement between a sitting prime minister or min- received 61 recommendations
the two sides could be reached ister under indictment and the to form the government, comto end the political stalemate.
prohibition against assigning pared with 58 for Netanyahu.
The meeting took place in the the task of formulating a gov- He urged Gantz to form as wide
morning before Blue and White erning coalition to an indicted a government as possible as
leader Benny Gantz officially MK.
soon as possible, adding that a
received the mandate to form
Likud responded that Blue temporary government might
a government from President and White’s behavior was mak- be needed at first.
Reuven Rivlin at the President’s ing the coalition negotiations
In accepting the mandate,
Residence in Jerusalem. That between the two parties fail Gantz vowed that within a few
the meeting was not publicized and was irresponsible during days he would “do everything
and there were no briefings an international crisis such as to form a patriotic national
afterward was seen as a sign of the coronavirus outbreak.
government that would be as
progress.
“They say they want to form broad as possible – in a matter
All both
sides
would
say was a unity government, but they of days, as few days
as possiAdvertiser
• Size
• Date
• Designer
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anyahu and Gantz.
parties],” a Likud spokesman
Gantz promised to “protect
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and hate.”
In a further reference to the
coronavirus, Gantz said he
was reaching out his elbow to
party heads to join his government, including Netanyahu.
Gantz began building a coalition shortly after receiving the
mandate from Rivlin.
Just after leaving the Preside nt ’s Re s ide nc e, Ga nt z
called Yisrael Beytenu chairman Avigdor Liberman and
Labor-Meretz chairman Amir
Peretz and told them he intends
to form as broad a government
as possible to meet the significant challenges currently

facing the State of Israel. He
met with Liberman and Peretz
later Monday.
But whe n Ga nt z c a l le d
Yamina’s chairman, Defense
Minister Naftali Bennett, and
the leaders of Shas and United Torah Judaism and invited
them to meet, they all turned
him down. Bennett instead
called on Gantz to join a government led by Netanyahu.
“I will not meet you until
your party disassociates itself
from the support of the Joint
List, which backs terrorists,”
Bennett said he told Gantz. b
© The Jerusalem Post

Online Anti-Semitism Thrives Around
Coronavirus, Even on Mainstream Platforms
by

IRENE CONNELLY

The first Jewish coronavirus
case was announced on March
3, but as early as January, Jews
have been blamed online for
spreading the virus, said Alex
Friefeld, an investigative researcher at the Anti-Defamation
League’s Center on Extremism.
Henrietta Szold, 1913.
Jonathan Sarna, a professor
of Jewish-American History at
Brandeis University, said this
latest public health-related conspiracy theory reflects a broader historical trend.
“You have a prior notion that
Jews are to blame, you find a
Jew who indeed spread it to
a lot of people, and that reinforces all of your preconceived
notions,” he said, referring to
the New Rochelle lawyer who
may have exposed hundreds of
congregants at his synagogue to
coronavirus.
During the Black Death, the
medieval plague outbreak that
decimated Europe, Jews were
accused of spreading the disease. Many who survived its
ravages died in massacres and
NAME _______________________________________________________________________
pogroms.
As early reports of coronaADDRESS/APT. _______________________________________________________________
virus circulated, people postCITY, STATE, ZIP ______________________________________________________________
ing on texting platforms such
as Teleg ra m hy pot hesi zed
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Blue and White leader Benny Gantz receives mandate to form a government
from President Reuven Rivlin as they avoid shaking hands due to the coronavirus outbreak. (Government Press Office)

advantage, that the coronavirus
was a “partnership between
Zionists and the deep state” to
target President Trump during
the election season and that
Jewish companies patented a
coronavirus vaccine years ago
and intended to profit from
selling it.
Recent weeks have seen the
resurgence of a common anti-Semitic meme known as the
“happy merchant,” in which a
man with stereotypically Jewish features reveals his intent to
profit off the coronavirus crisis.
Even while blaming Jews for
coronavirus, extremists expressed hope that Jews would
fall victim to the disease. Posters cheered on the arrival of
coronavirus in Israel, and on
Telegram one meme suggested
that those infected go to the
supermarket to “cough on the
kosher items.”
Friefield became more concerned when he saw anti-Semitic sentiment “float” onto mainstream platforms like Twitter
and Instagram. “Seemingly
ordinary people were picking
up on this kind of messaging,”
he noted.
Much of the response on
Twitter is tied to the outbreak
in New Rochelle or the cases
discovered at AIPAC’s annual
conference.
One user quoted AIPAC’s
statement about coronavirus at

its conference with the caption
“Corona Virus to every last hidden corner of the U.S.A. courtesy of the jews (sic).”
Meanwhile, Tru News, a fundamentalist Christian outlet
which referred to the Trump
impeachment as a “Jew coup,”
tweeted over a dozen articles
about AIPAC conference attendees who may have infected others with the virus (the outlet
also retweeted a Forward article
about coronavirus exposure at
a shiva call in Maryland, referring to the event as a “Jewish
retirement party”).
Disc r i m i nat ion a ga i nst
Asian-Americans has spiked
since the onset of the virus,
which originated in China, a
phenomenon which reminds
Sarna of persecution Jews have
historically experienced in
times of crisis.
Sarna has received calls after
a wide range of crises and scandals, from the 9/11 terrorist
attacks to the arrest of Bernie
Madoff, from people fearing
anti-Semitic responses. But, he
said, while online extremism is
concerning, “on the long list of
things to be worried about, it’s
not high on my list.”
“The t r ut h is, if you go
t h roug h A mer ica n h istor y,
what’s fascinating is the pogroms that didn’t happen” when
Jews expected them, he said. b
© Forward, reprinted with authorization.
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New US State Dept Report Blasts Iran’s Rouhani for Anti-Semitism
by

BENJAMIN WEINTHAL

NEW YORK — The US State
Department on Wednesday criticized Iranian President Hassan Rouhani for stoking an anti-Jewish conspiracy theory that
suggests Jews control the West.
“In May, President Rouhani
implied Jewish control over
various Western interests, saying that speeches by foreign
officials criticizing Iran were
‘written by Zionists word for
word.’ Cartoons in state-run
media outlets repeatedly depicted foreign officials as puppets
of Jewish control,” the State
Department wrote in its newly
released report under the section titled “Anti-Semitism” covering Iran.
The report said: “Members
of the Iranian Jewish community are reportedly subject to
government restrictions and
discrimination. Government
officials continued to question
the history of the Holocaust,
and anti-Semitism remained a
pervasive problem.”
Iran’s legal system recognizes
Jews as a religious minority
and allows for parliamentary

Agenda

representation. After the 1979
Islamic Revolution, the overwhelming majority of Iranian
Jews fled the country due to
repression. There were an estimated 80,000 Persian Jews
who lived in Iran prior the revolution. There are now some
9,000 Jews in Iran, according
to Tehran’s Jewish Committee.
In 1979, the Islamic Revolutionary Court sentenced Iranian Jewish businessman and
philanthropist Habib Elghanian
(1912-1979) to death. He served
as president of the Tehran Jewish Society.
Iranian Jews are effectively
second-class citizens.
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said Wednesday in
connection with the release of
the report, titled “2019 Country Reports on Human Rights”:
“Experience teaches that government officials who oppress,
abuse and tolerate the denial of
the human rights of their own
people are also responsible for
creating social environments
that are ripe for both economic
and humanitarian crises, and
that encourage corruption, vi-

Iranian Jews pray at the Abrishami synagogue in Tehran, December 24, 2015.
(Raheb Homavandi/Tima, via Reuters)

olent conflict and terrorism.”
US governments have repeatedly classified Iran’s regime
as the worst state sponsor of
terrorism.
The Islamic regime in Tehran is the top state sponsor of
anti-Semitism and Holocaust
denial, Anti-Defamation League
CEO Jonathan Greenblatt said
during a congressional hearing
in January.
The State Department report
said: “The Islamic Republic of

Iran is an authoritarian theocratic republic with a Shia Islamic political system based on
velayat-e faqih (guardianship of
the jurist).”
The deta iled repor t documents the clerical regime’s
use of “torture and other cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment” faced by
Iranians.
The report said: “Numerous
human rights organizations,
including the Center for Human

anticipate a very pro-Israel platform again, I have nothing that
shows me otherwise,” he said.
“We will take great solace
in the fact that — and look for
your leadership on that committee,” said AIPAC’s political
director, Rob Bassin.
Their optimism might not
be well-founded: In addition
to the IfNotNow video, there
are other signals that the issue
is not going away. Opponents
of Israel’s West Bank policies
sense greater urgency this
election cycle than in 2016, in
part because the Trump administration, in its just-released
“peace vision,” gave Israel a
green light to annex parts of the
West Bank.
This cycle, J Street, the liberal Jewish Middle East policy
group that remained on the sidelines last time, has signed onto
changing the platform to include
calls to end the occupation, and
it has aggressively recruited the
like-minded. Its college affiliate,
J Street U, has signed up multiple campus Democratic Party
chapters to endorse the changes,
and an array of more than 230
rabbis of all religious streams
have also signed on.
M a t t D u s s , i n 2 016 a
think-tanker focused almost
exclusively on advancing the
two-state solution and ending
the occupation, argued then as
a guest witness for including
the anti-occupation language
in the platform. This time Duss
is very much on the inside as
Sanders’ top foreign policy adviser, and will likely be on the
platform committee.
Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif.,
one of Sanders’ top congressional endorsers, told me that

he expects the anti-occupation
language to make the platform.
“It’s very important that the
issues of Palestinian rights and
human rights and the shared
security of Israel and Palestine
be part of a Democratic platform,” he said in an interview.
“We should be opposed to new
settlements and make sure that
there is a recognition of halting
any expansion into areas that
would make peace much harder
to achieve.”

Rights in Iran (CHRI), reported
on allegations that in late 2018
Intelligence Ministry agents tortured Esmail Bakhshi, a labor
activist and leading representative of Haft Tappeh Sugarcane
Company workers in Khuzestan
Province, and Sepideh Gholian,
a journalist and human rights
activist. Both Bakhshi and Gholian were forced to make confessions, that the state-owned
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) broadcast. Authorities released both individuals in December 2018.”
“Bakhshi posted a letter on
Instagram stating he was severely beaten during his 25 days
of detention following his arrest
in November 2018. Bakhshi,
referring to the Intelligence
Ministry agents, said, ‘[T]hey
tortured me and beat me with
their fists and kicked me until I
was going to die. They beat me
so much I couldn’t move in my
cell for 72 hours… I turned into
a washed-up rat.
“My hands are still trembling. I still get severe panic
attacks,”’ the report said. b
© The Jerusalem Post

(Continued from Page 1)

including his sharp criticisms
of decades of U.S. Israel policy,
are not about to leave the Democratic arena.
“While our campaign has
won the ideological debate,
we are losing the debate over
electability,” Sanders said at
the news conference. He said he
keeps hearing from folks who
like his ideas but will vote for
Biden because they believe he’s
the best bet to beat Trump. (We
heard the same when we spoke
to Jewish Democratic Michiganders on the eve of the primary.)
“Needless to say, I strongly
disagree with that assertion,”
Sanders said. “But that is what
millions of Democrats and Independents today believe.”

“My Friend Joe”
Sanders seems more ready to
work with Biden than he was
with Hillary Clinton in 2016.
On Wednesday night, he told
Jimmy Fallon on “The Tonight
Show” that he thought the former vice president could defeat Trump — a case he didn’t
make for Clinton until late in
the summer of that election.
If Sanders is staying in it for
now, it’s to make the case to
“my friend Joe Biden” for his
ideas, starting on Sunday when
the two candidates meet in
Washington, D.C., for a debate
that was moved from Phoenix.
At the news conference, the
self-described democratic socialist outlined nine areas in
which he would nudge the veteran centrist, including universal health care, criminal justice
reform and the income gap.
All were domestic issues,
but that doesn’t mean foreign
policy will be ignored in the

coming months.

Keeping Israel on the
Agenda: Platform
Battle, the Sequel
That was clear on Wednesday
when IfNotNow, the Jewish
anti-occupation group, coordinated the release of its endorsement of the Vermont senator
with the Sanders campaign.
“Peace means security not
only for every Israeli, but also
for every Palestinian,” Sanders
said in a tweet pitching IfNotNow’s four-minute video, which
was principally about Sanders’
support for the two-state solution, the end of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and
the end of the blockade of the
Gaza Strip. “I’m proud to have
the support of @IfNotNowOrg.”
That means we can likely
expect a repeat of the 2016 battle over the Democratic Party’s
official platform, when Sanders named three prominent
Israel critics to the platform
committee who endeavored to
get into the platform language
that explicitly criticized Israel’s
occupation. They failed, but
the wounds from the charged
exchanges on the committee
lasted: Cornel West, one of the
people Sanders named to the
committee, was so disgusted
with the process that he said he
could not vote for Clinton.
Bakari Sellers, a former South
Carolina legislator who is now
a CNN commentator and is
close to the centrist pro-Israel
community, tried last week to
reassure activists at the AIPAC
policy conference that the platform would remain the same.
“I’m back on the platform
committee again this year, and I

Going for the Jews
Sanders, who is Jewish, has
posted three videos on his
Twitter feed over the last week
aimed squarely at young Jewish
voters.
In addition to the IfNotNow
video, he posted a 4-minute
video by Jews for Bernie, which
includes his call to condition
aid to Israel, and a 2-minute
video by comedian Sarah Silverman, who begins, “Bernie
is my kind of Jew, you know?”

In Other News
Trump in the time of coronavirus: President Donald Trump
was going to speak to a Republican Jewish Coalition conference
in Las Vegas that would have
packed 3,000 people into a casino ballroom as the coronavirus
spreads in leaps and bounds —
until at the last minute he was
not. After Trump canceled his
appearance, the RJC canceled
the entire conference.
Berning bridges: The Sanders campaign takes on as an
adviser a man who called Zionism “racist” and denounces
a Sanders rally speaker who
has in the past lumped ISIS and
Israel together as allies.

What’s in a name: In its latest
human rights report released
Wednesday, the State Department calls Palestinians in Jerusalem “Arab residents” or
“non-Israelis,” which appears
to be of a piece with the administration’s recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
But the report does not stint
on some criticisms of Israel,
including allegations by NGOs
of torture of Palestinians. It also
described as “credible” building
permit discrimination against
Palestinians in Jerusalem and
reports of Israel denying Palestinian juveniles legal counsel.
Biden gets Giffords: Gabrielle
Giffords, the Jewish Democratic
congresswoman who an assailant
shot in 2011 and who founded
a gun control group, this week
endorsed Joe Biden for president.
“After I was shot, Joe was there
for me,” she said in a tweet. “And
he’s always been there for the
gun safety movement.”
Giving Rosenwald his due: A
bill authored by House Democratic Reps. Steve Cohen of Tennessee and Danny Davis of Illinois
would establish a national park
to honor Julius Rosenwald, the
philanthropist who established
schools throughout the South to
remedy the afflictions of segregation. This week the Natural
Resources Committee advanced
the bill. “Julius Rosenwald was a
visionary philanthropist whose
altruism and philosophy of giving embodied the Jewish concept
of tzedakah — social justice and
charity,” Cohen said. “He partnered with African American
communities across the South to
help build schools for children
with limited access to good public education.” b
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Coronavirus: Israel Places Severe
Limits on Public, Private Sectors
by

MAAYAN JAFFE-HOFFMAN,
EYTAN HALON and
YONAH JEREMY BOB

The government imposed increasingly severe limits on both
the public and private sector on
Monday evening, as the number of confirmed cases of the
novel coronavirus climbed to
298.
The public sector will operate according to an emergency framework, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said at
a press conference, with all
government and local authority workers placed on paid
leave until the end of the Passover holiday, except for those
deemed critical for continued
operations. Private sector firms
exceeding 10 employees will be
required to reduce staff present
in the workplace by 70%.
Netanyahu said the government will also approve the use
of a range of “digital tools” to
monitor the spread of the virus
for an initial period of 30 days.
Responding to privacy fears
voiced in recent days regarding the implementation of technological measures previously
used to fight terrorism, Netanyahu emphasized the importance
of balancing human rights and
the demands of the crisis.
“We are not locking people
in their houses — this is not a
total lockdown, and I hope we
will not reach that,” Netanyahu
said. “We have a more moderate increase in infection than
in
we• SH
are
Notother
Gettingcountries,
It • 5x14p6 • are
022316
doing everything to remain in
control.”
While localized lockdowns
may be implemented in specific
areas facing severe outbreaks,
Netanyahu said that critical
services — including supermarkets, pharmacies, banks
and welfare institutions — will
continue to operate as normal.
Public transportation will also
continue to operate according
to regular schedules.
Fi na nce M i n ister Moshe
Kahlon hailed an agreement
reached with union representatives, employers and industry
organizations to ease financial
struggles faced by businesses and self-employed workers.
Measures will include increased
eligibility for unemployment
benefits and the deferral of payments, including VAT, munici-

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the nation regarding new
emergency measures brought in to combat the coronavirus outbreak, March
16. (Yonatan Sindel/FLASH 90)

pality taxes and utility bills.
Kahlon also declared his intention to inject NIS 5 billion
into the Israeli economy, in addition to a NIS 10b. package
already announced, to assist
small and medium businesses. Details are likely to be announced in the coming days.
Speaking to Army Radio,
Health Minister Ya’acov Litzman said authorities were already considering quarantining
one town with a significant
number of cases. Hebrew media
reported that the location under
discussion is the ultra-Orthodox
town of Kiryat Ye’arim, also
known as Telz-Stone, where

istry accidentally announced
an increase to 344 patients, but
soon corrected itself. “There
was a malfunction in the reporting system,” the ministry
said, promising it would update
the numbers soon.
Of the 298 people confirmed
to be infected by the virus, 21
are medical staff. As of Monday evening, there were more
than 50,000 people in isolation
— among them, 2,600 medical personnel, including 862
doctors.
Three cases of medical personnel contracting COVID-19
have been confirmed in the past
24 hours. On Sunday night, a

also tested positive for coronavirus.
Meanwhile, the deputy director-general of the Central
Laboratory for Detecting Coronavirus of the Ministr y of
Health at Sheba Medical Center
in Tel Hashomer tested positive
for COVID-19. The laboratory,
which carried out approximately 480 tests on a daily basis,
was shut down.
Following a request from
the Health Ministry to Hadassah-University Medical Center,
the Jerusalem hospital said it
would aim to fill the gap by
doubling or tripling its current
rate of tests, calling on PhD
students and other laboratory
staff to boost their capabilities.
The Carmel Medical Center
in Haifa also said that its laboratories are now available to
run approximately 100 coronavirus tests on a daily basis, and
subsequently plans to increase
its capability to 400 tests per
day once additional equipment
arrives from abroad. The laboratory at HaEmek Medical Center
in Afula will also join the effort.
Anticipating an increase in
confirmed cases, preparations
are underway to convert several

outside Dan Panorama Tel-Aviv,
a hotel usually brimming with
tourists and businessmen at
this time of year. The Dan Jerusalem Hotel will also host
patients with mild symptoms.
National Economic Council
Chairman Prof. Avi Simhon
estimated that a full shutdown
of the economy would likely cost the state at least NIS
50 billion. Speaking to Army
Radio, he added that it will be
necessary for the government
to “significantly increase” the
fiscal deficit in order to compensate businesses and support
the economy.
Meanwhile, on Monday afternoon, the Intelligence Subcommittee of the Foreign Affairs
and Defense Committee held
its first hearing on whether to
approve Netanyahu’s request to
allow the Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) to use various advanced technological means to
track the movements of persons
infected with the coronavirus.
Committee chairman and top
Blue and White official Gabi
Ashkenazi indicated that he
would demand rounds of hearings on the issue to understand
it in-depth and would not serve
as a rubber stamp.
Already on Monday, Health
M i n ist r y Di rec tor- Genera l
Moshe Bar Siman Tov, Public
Services Health Ministry Director Sigal Sedensky and Deputy
Attorney-General Raz Nizri all
testified before the committee,
whose proceedings areHOUSE
often
not even announced.
Ash kena z i made severa l
moves to ensure that his committee could proceed with the
hearings even as the Knesset
officially changed over from the
22nd to the 23rd.
In addition, as countries
worldwide continue to restrict
incoming and outgoing travel,
the Consular Division of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs encouraged Israeli citizens abroad
to ensure that plans to return
the country remain feasible.
In a statement, the ministry
called on nationals currently residing in Peru to follow
instructions issued by local
authorities after Peruvian President Martin Vizcarra ordered
the closure of borders, including air and sea travel. b
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of 98 people from the day before. Earlier, the Health Min-

Subscribe online at
senior doctor at Ichilov Hospital hotels into quarantine facilities
TheJewishLedger.com
was reported
by Ynet to have for patients with mild sympcontracted the virus. All of the toms. Dan Hotels said it was
or call us at 427-2468
patients in her unit — many holding talks to rent three of
of them senior citizens — had
to be tested and transferred to
another unit, and her staff was
sent home to self-isolate. The
next morning, an intern in the
hospital’s urology department

14 hotels owned by the luxury
chain to the Defense Ministry
for use as isolation centers for
carriers of the virus.
Footage broadcast by Channel 12 showed soldiers working

Weekly
Since 1924

If you’re NOT GETTING The Jewish Ledger,
you’re just NOT GETTING IT!
Subscribe online at
TheJewishLedger.com
or call us at 427-2468

Weekly
Since 1924

© The Jerusalem Post   

THE JEWISH LEDGER • Thursday, March 19, 2020 • Page 9

ReMax Toombs• 3 x 4 • 3/19/2019 • JT

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

IMPORTANT… We want YOUR AD to be perf

Your ad will
run as it appears
here unless we hear from
Renovating to Age in Place? Focus
Efforts
and
Please review this ad carefully.
Budgets on Bathrooms and Kitchens

Check spelling and punctuation
Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses an
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
wheelchair
users. Above-floor without the expense of extenIf
there
any
please
call us immediately
plumbing allowsare
you
to corrections,
relo- sively
replumbing
the entireat 427
n
n

No one relishes the prospect
of having to move out of his
or her home due to age-related
health, mobility or dexterity
issues. In fact, more than half
of homeowners 60 and older
say they intend to stay in their
current homes indefinitely, according to a recent survey by
Houzz. Fortunately for people
who want to stay put, a range of
home improvements can make
it easier to remain in your home
as you grow older.
In fact, 60 percent of those
who plan to age in place already made renovations in
2014, and 52 percent plan
to renovate this year, Houzz
found. What’s more, if cost is
what’s holding the handful of
non-renovators back, targeting
key areas like bathrooms and
kitchens can improve a house’s
long-term livability even on
a modest budget, says Lee
Saunders, founder of Adapted Living, a California-based
company specializing in agingin-place design work. Founded in 2007, the company has
helped thousands of homeowners redesign their houses to
facilitate aging in place.
“We’ve seen steadily increasing demand for this kind
of design work and products,”
Saunders says. “The growth in
the industry and availability of
products has been huge. Today,
the biggest challenge we have
is getting people to understand
they don’t have to settle for an
industrial or commercial look in
order to renovate their homes
for aging in place.”
Chris Peterson, a regional sales director with Saniflo,
agrees. His company makes a
number of above-floor plumb-

ing options designed to work in
spaces where traditional plumbing is problematic. As the agingin-place trend has grown, the
company has seen increased
interest in its products among
older homeowners who are renovating.
“Budget is typically a consideration for these types of projects and above-floor plumbing
is often more cost-effective than
traditional plumbing for homeowners who need to add or relocate a bathroom or reconfigure a
kitchen,” Peterson says.
Homeowners can maximize
the value of their renovation
dollars by focusing their agingin-place improvements on bathrooms and kitchens, Saunders
adds.

Better Function
in Bathrooms

Often when people develop
mobility or dexterity issues,
they find their existing bathrooms are not in a convenient
location in the house, or aren’t configured with safety in
mind. They may need to add
a bathroom in a small space
or reconfigure the ones they
have. When renovating an existing bath or creating a new
bathroom where one did not
previously exist, homeowners
should keep key considerations
in mind.
Multiple light sources can
help reduce glare and shadows — two dangerous visual effects in bathrooms, where
most home falls occur. Flooring
material should be slip-resistant
and grab bars are essential in
showers, bath tubs and near
toilets. Shower heads should be
on a slide bar that allows the

spray to be raised or lowered
depending on the needs and
height of the user. Showers and
faucets should be controlled by
levers, rather than knobs, and
all showers should have thermostatic controls to reduce the
risk of burns.
Whether you’re adding a half
bath in a corner of your master
bedroom where no bathroom
existed before, or replacing a
high step-over tub with a roll-in
shower, traditional plumbing
can be costly — especially in
homes with slab foundations
and no readily accessible below-floor drainage. Saunders
uses the Sanigrind Pro system
by Saniflo to minimize the need
to break through concrete. The
product can handle drainage for
a shower, sink and toilet. For
more information, visit www.
saniflo.com.

by

PAM GARDEPHE

receive every time you fly in
an airplane, you’re told to put
your own oxygen mask on first
should the cabin pressure drop.
When you make self-care a priority, it creates a ripple effect
that reflects on those around
you.
Stay hydrated. Simple to do,
yet sometimes ignored if we’re
not feeling thirsty. I like to start
my day with warm lemon water.
Add the juice of half a lemon to
hot water. It’s soothing, great
for your digestive system and
boosts immunity with the vita-

kitchen, Peterson notes. 9 –BPT
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Creating More
Usable Kitchens

Kitchens are another high-utility and high-risk area of the
home for seniors. Mobility and
dexterity challenges can make
everyday tasks like cooking and
cleaning difficult to achieve in
an ordinary kitchen.
Saunders recommends seniors focus on improvements to
enhance accessibility, such as
installing lifts for countertops,
cabinets, cooktops and sinks.
These electric lifts allow homeowners to adjust the height of
key work areas depending on
whether they’re sitting or standing while using the spot.
Above-floor plumbing can
also be useful in kitchen renovations, where homeowners
and designers desire a more
open floor plan to accommodate

Ways to Boost Your Immunity
Today I want to share some
things that I’m doing in regard
to COVID-19. If you’re feeling
stressed or anxious about all
that is going on in the world,
you are certainly not alone.
What I’ve found most helpful
is to focus on the things I CAN
control each day. I cannot control other people or their behavior but I can choose mine. Most
of it revolves around extreme
self-care. It’s not selfish to take
care of yourself. If you think
about the safety message you

cate a sink or create an “island”

min C from the lemon. Besides
water, you could also sip on
herbal tea throughout the day.
This helps flush toxins out of
your system.
Eat whole, unprocessed
foods including plenty of vegetables. Think about how your
grandmother (or great grandmother) used to cook. There
was probably not a lot of fast
food or processed food consumed. Whole foods are full of
vitamins, minerals, phytochemicals and a lot of other things
(Immunity — Page 11)
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For a Beautiful Body
The perfect solution for chin,
arms, thighs, abdomen…

The Boutique at Helendale

Featuring Skinmedica, Revision, Alastin, Glytone,
Colorscience, CBD Oil and many more

The Spa at Helendale

Medical Spa Peels & Facials, Microdermabrasion, Laser Treatments
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Beautiful Skin
Elizabeth Arthur M.D.

500 Helendale Rd. Suite 100, Rochester • 585.266.5420 • HelendaleDermatology.com

Magen David Adom worker test kit as he arrives for a patient with symptoms
of COVID-19 (coronavirus), in Jerusalem on March 17. (Yonatan Sindel/FLASH90)

Reckitt Benckiser was “engaging with the WHO, EMA [the
European Medicines Agency]
and other local health authorities” regarding the matter, and
would give them “any additional information or guidance
necessary for the safe use of
our products following any such
evaluation,” the spokesman
added.
Some researchers have also
cast doubt on the advice. University of St Andrews Infection
and Global Health Division researcher Muge Cevik wrote on

Twitter that: “There’s no scientific evidence I am aware of
that ibuprofen [causes worse]
outcomes in #COVID19.”
But others disagreed. Rupert
Beale, group leader in Cell Biology of Infection at the UK’s
Francis Crick Institute, said:
“There is a good reason to avoid
ibuprofen as it may exacerbate
acute kidney injury brought on
by any severe illness, including
severe COVID-19 disease,” CNN
reported. 9 –The Jerusalem Post
Aaron Reich contributed to
this report.

Eye Health For Women: Five
Ways To Protect Your Vision
Did you know that women are
at greater risk for blindness and
vision problems? The National
Eye Institute, part of NIH, reminds women, especially those
over age 40, to make their eye
health a priority by taking five
simple steps to protect their
sight.
Get a dilated eye exam. Getting a comprehensive dilated
eye exam is the only way to
know if your eyes are healthy
and you are seeing your best.
Talk to your eye care professional about how often you
should have one.
Live a healthy lifestyle. Eating healthy foods, maintaining a healthy weight, managing chronic conditions, and not
smoking can lower your risk of
eye disease.
Know your family history.
Talk to your family members
about their eye health history.
It’s important to know if anyone has been diagnosed with
an eye disease, since many are
hereditary.
Use protective eyewear. Pre-

vent eye injuries when doing
chores around the house,
playing sports, or working on
the job. Wear safety glasses,
goggles, safety shields, or eye
guards that are made of polycarbonate. Talk to your eye care
provider about the appropriate
type of protective eyewear for
your needs.
Wear sunglasses. Wearing
sunglasses outside protects your
eyes from the sun’s ultraviolet rays. Prolonged exposure to
sunlight can increase your risk
for getting an eye disease like
cataract or age-related macular
degeneration, which is a progressive eye disease leading to
blindness. When purchasing
sunglasses, look for those that
block out 99 to 100 percent of
both UVA and UVB radiation.
These steps can help keep your
eyes healthy and prevent vision
loss and blindness from eye
disease.
It’s a wise idea for women
over 40 to get regular eye care.
For more information, visit
www.nei.nih.gov/hvm. 9 –NAPS
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Ten Cents a Dance: Or Twenty Cents to Fight the Virus

your body craves that boost
your immunity. If you can shop
at the local farmer’s market,
even better. Organic is best, but
there are some items you can
get away with not shopping
organic.
Sleep. Seven to eight hours is
generally recommended. Scientists have discovered that sleep
plays a critical role in immune
function, metabolism, memory,
and learning. If you have trouble falling asleep, there are a
few things you can try. A few
things that have helped me are
to: avoid caffeine after about
noon, turn off all electronics an
hour or so before bed, have a
warm cup of herbal tea, meditate or pray, and have a set
time to go to bed even if I’m not
feeling tired.  
Exercise. According to Harvard Health, “Just like a healthy
diet, exercise can contribute to
general good health and therefore to a healthy immune system. It may contribute even
more directly by promoting
good circulation, which allows the cells and substances of the immune system to
move through the body freely

(Continued from Page 1)
and do their job efficiently.”
This doesn’t necessarily mean
spending hours in the gym. It
can be as simple as taking a
30 minute walk in the fresh
air every day. Having a dog
helps me do this as he enjoys
getting outdoors and exploring
the neighborhood on our daily
walks.
Reduce stress. All of the
above practices help with stress
reduction. In addition, I meditate and practice deep breathing
when I notice anxiety kicking
in. Calm or Insight Timer are
a couple of apps you can use. I
believe both have free versions.
If you have trouble sleeping,
there are sleep stories in both
apps. Consistently reminding
myself or asking myself ‘is this
is something I can control’ helps
a great deal. Relaxing and having fun is something I can control.
There you have it! Those are
just a few things that I am doing
to help manage myself in relation to this challenge. BONUS
... practicing these things also
helps ward off other viruses
and flu that are going around.
9 –livewellforhealth.com
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Eggland’s Best lets you show the love so tastefully.
No other egg provides 10 times more Vitamin E, 6 times more Vitamin D,
and 25% less saturated fat. Plus, more of the delicious, fresh-from-the-farm
taste everyone loves. Your love for your family isn’t ordinary, so why serve
ordinary eggs? Give them only the best — Egglands’s Best.
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ahead will subdue it some more. many are unable to work.
My thanks to international
Perhaps, this virus, that you
Today, there would certainly medical experts at the Orthocan only see with an electron be a sharp consequence for ask- molecular Medicine News Sermicroscope, will die in time, ing a woman to dance for ten vice (see orthomolecular.org),
having run its course. But no cents! But for twenty cents a day, among others, who provided
one knows.
you would be making a reward- research for this column. 9 –The
Dr. Frederick Klenner proved ing investment in your health.
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finite minds it exists only as
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But for twenty cents a day, one
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How many readers recall,
during World War II, seeing
military personnel dancing with
women for “ten cents a dance”?
Today, we face a different foe,
coronavirus (COVID-19). But
individuals can decrease the risk
of infection and death from the
virus. And companies, the loss
of employees and the chaos that
will create. The cost? Just twenty cents a day. So, why is it not
being done?
By now, you have heard overand-over the many ways to practice sound hygiene. Like washing
your hands frequently. Keeping
distance from people. No more
hugging and kissing. Coughing
into your sleeve. Avoiding large
public gatherings.
But more, COVID-19 is changing our way of life. We will
be quarantined if we travel,
assuming we can even cross the
borders. Cruise ships are verboten. Schools are closed and
employers are reeling.
What boggles the mind is that
government health authorities,
infectious disease experts, and
media outlets that do investi-

gative reporting have not mentioned that vitamin C can help
to tame COVID-19.
It amounts to professional misconduct for those who
should be doing better research.
Particularly, when it’s been
known for over 80 years that
deaths from coronavirus are
caused by pneumonia.
For instance, in 1936, researchers Gander and Niederberger reported that vitamin C
lowered fever and reduced pain
in pneumonia patients. In 1944,
Slotkin and Fletcher showed the
therapeutic value of vitamin C
in restoring normal pulmonary
function in patients suffering
from pneumonia, lung abscess
and purulent bronchitis.
In 1984, Hunt and other researchers reported in the International Journal Vitamin Nutrition this astonishing fact. A
mere 200 milligrams of vitamin
C decreased the mortality rate
in elderly patients with severe
pneumonia by 80 percent!
So, when is the COVID-19 epidemic predicted to end? Possibly a massive global shut-down
will help to tame the infection.
Possibly the warmer months

QU

W. GIFFORD-JONES, MD
AND DIANA GIFFORD-JONES
by

PP RO
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The Paris Children by Gloria Goldreich
Sourcebooks Landmark, 2020, 432pp. (softcover)
Paris, 1935. A dark shadow falls over Europe as Adolf Hitler’s regime gains momentum, leaving the city of
Paris on the brink of occupation. Young Madeleine Levy — granddaughter of Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish World
War I hero — steps bravely into a new wave of resistance and becomes the guardian of lost children.
A remarkable, paranoramic novel, The Paris Children is a story of love and tragedy that illuminates the power
of hope and courage in the face of adversity.
Gloria Goldreich is the critically acclaimed author of several novels, including The Bridal Chair (Sourcebooks
2015), Open Doors (Mira 2008), Dinner With Anna Karenina (Mira 2006), Walking Home (Mira 2005),
and Leah’s Journey (Harcourt 1978), which won the National Jewish Book Award. Her most recent title, After
Melanie, is also available from Severn House, and her stories have appeared in numerous magazines. d

1939 by Frederick Taylor
W.W. Norton & Company, 2019, 432pp. (softcover)
In the autumn of 1938, Europe believed in the promise of peace. But only a year later, the fateful decisions
of just a few men had again led Europe to a massive world war. Drawing on contemporary diaries, memoirs,
and newspapers, as well as recorded interviews, 1939 is a narrative account of what the coming of the Second World War felt like to those who lived through it.
Frederick Taylor, author of renowned histories of the Berlin Wall and the bombing of Dresden, highlights the
day-to-day experiences of ordinary citizens as well as those who were at the height of power in Germany and
Britain. Their voices lend an intimate flavor to this often-surprising account of the period and reveal a marked
disconnect between government and people, for few people in either country wanted war.
1939 is a vivid and richly peopled narrative of Europe’s slide into the horrors of war and a powerful warning
for our own time.
Frederick Taylor is the author of 1939, Dresden, The Berlin Wall, and other works of history, and he edited
and translated The Goebbels Diaries, 1939–41. He lives in Cornwall, England. d

The Biblical Hero by Elliott Rabin
The Jewish Publication Society, 2020, 336pp. (softcover)
Approaching the Bible in an original way — comparing biblical heroes to heroes in world literature — Elliott
Rabin addresses a core biblical question: What is the Bible telling us about what it means to be a hero?
Focusing on the lives of six major biblical characters — Moses, Samson, David, Esther, Abraham, and Jacob
— Rabin examines their resemblance to hero types found in (and perhaps drawn from) other literatures and
analyzes why the Bible depicts its heroes less gloriously than do the texts of other cultures:
Ultimately, Rabin excavates how the Bible’s unique perspective on heroism can address our own deep-seated
need for human-scale heroes
Elliott Rabin is the director of thought leadership at Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools, where he edits
HaYidion, the leading publication for Jewish day schools. He is the author of Understanding the Hebrew Bible:
A Reader’s Guide. d

Cain V. Abel: A Jewish Courtroom Drama by Rabbi Dan Ornstein
University of Nebraska Press, 2020, 196 pp (softcover)
Enter the packed courtroom and take your seat as a juror on the Cain v. Abel trial. Soon, the prosecution and
defense attorneys (angels from Jewish legend) will call Cain, Abel, Sin, Adam, Eve, and G—d to the witness
stand to present their perspectives on the world’s first murder. Great Jewish commentators throughout the ages
will also offer contradictory testimony on Cain’s emotional, societal, and spiritual influences.
In this highly eclectic and gripping compilation of insights by Jewish commentators on the Cain and Abel story,
courtroom scenes are juxtaposed with the author’s commentary, advancing novel insights and introspection. If
Cain is a symbol for all humanity, what can we do to avoid becoming like him? Furthering this conversation,
Rabbi Dan Ornstein includes a discussion and activity guide to promote open dialogue about human brokenness and healing, personal impulses, and societal responsibility.
Rabbi Dan Ornstein leads Congregation Ohav Shalom in Albany, New York. He blogs at the Times of Israel
and Jewish Values Online, contributes essays at WAMC Northeast Public Radio, and wrote for the Mesorah
Matrix book series on Judaism. d
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Shabbat Shalom …

Parshat Vayakhel Pekudai
Exodus 35:1-40:38 BY RABBI SHLOMO RISKIN
Chief Rabbi of the City of Efrat, and Dean of Ohr Torah Institutions of Israel

EFRAT, Israel — ‘You shall
not kindle a fire in any of your
dwellings on the Sabbath day’
(Exodus 35:3).
The Sages of the Talmud
query the significance of this
verse; after all, the Bible commands us in several places not
to do “any manner of creative,
physical activities on the Sabbath day” (Exodus 20:10, for
example). In fact, the verse
preceding this command not
to light a fire on Shabbat says,
“whoever does an act of physical creativity on [the Sabbath
day] shall be put to death.”
These are generic prohibitions, which include the 39
acts of physical creativity that
according to our Oral Tradition are forbidden on Shabbat
(Mishna Shabbat 7:2). “Kindling a fire” is one of those 39,
so why is it singled out again
in this week’s biblical portion?
Philo Judaeus (c. 20 BCE-c.
50 CE), a great Alexandrian
rabbi, exegete and philosopher, explains and provides a
fascinating spin on this prohibition, taking it to mean: “Do
not kindle the fire of anger in
any of your dwellings on the
Sabbath.” The Oral Tradition
forbids kindling a fire Philo
interprets our biblical verse to

Oust

be adding “the fire of anger”
against any individual or familial member!
Allow me to record two anecdotes that will provide an
interesting postscript to Philo’s
masterful interpretation.
There was a young man
studying in the famed Yeshiva
of Volozhin, bright and especially gifted of mind and
pen, who began to go “off the
derech” (lose his way religiously).
He was discovered smoking
a cigarette on the holy Shabbat. The head of the yeshiva,
Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, asked to see the errant
student, urging him to mend
his ways. The young man audaciously responded that he
was merely exercising his gift
of free will.
The yeshiva head, who had
given his life and finances to
the institution — and who
continued the difficult task
of teaching and fund-raising
to maintain his yeshiva even
in his later years — was overcome with anger. He slapped
the “student” on the cheek.
The mortified young man
left the yeshiva and made his
way to America, where he became a well-known author and

editor of Yiddish newspaper
The Jewish Daily Forward.
He was for many years bitterly anti-religious, and under
his watch, the famous (or
infamous) “Yom Kippur Eve
parties” were held in the Forward’s building on the Lower
East Side.
In the early 1970s, my family and I would vacation in
Miami Beach, Florida, where
on Shabbat afternoons I would
give shiurim (Torah classes)
at the Caribbean Hotel. On
one particular Shabbat, I was
speaking about the Mussar
(Ethicist) Movement and specifically about the famed Rabbi
Yisrael Meir Kagan, known as
the Hafetz Haim after his book
against slander, I invoked a
passage in the Talmud (B.T.
Arachin 16b), in which Rabbi
Tarfon maintains that “no one
knows how to properly rebuke
in our times; if one person
says to another, ‘remove the
ﬂint from between your teeth,’
the other will respond, ‘remove the beam from between
your eyes.’” However, I added,
apparently the Hafetz Haim,
who lived 2,000 years after
Rabbi Tarfon, did know how
to rebuke, and how to bring
an errant Jew back to G–d.

(Continued from Page 1)

Never t heless, lawma kers
quickly got to work, introducing a series of extraordinary
bills designed specifically to
remove Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu from office.
The first bombshell was sponsored by Knesset member Oded
Forer of Avigdor Lieberman’s
Yisrael Beiteinu Party.
His bill would grant the
Knesset the authority, with a
simple majority and via a secret ballot, to oust an indicted
prime minister heading a transitional government. Netanyahu is currently serving as de
facto prime minister because
three election cycles in a row
have failed to produce a permanent government, and has
been indicted in three corruption cases. So this legislation is
specifically aimed at removing
him from office.
Forer told JNS that “it is clear
to us that Netanyahu wants to
lead Israel to a fourth election.
He thinks he will do better in
the next round on the heels
of directing Israel through the
coronavirus crisis. We promised that we would not allow
the country to go to a fourth
election; that is what we are
doing with this law. Our party
will guide Israel towards a
wide-ranging, Zionistic and

liberal government.”
Forer’s bill also states that if
a prime minister faces criminal
charges, then any MK can put
in a request to remove him from
office. The Knesset House Committee would then have one
week to hold a vote on whether
to recommend that the Knesset
accept the petition. If it passes
the committee it would go to
the Knesset floor for a vote. If
it passes the Knesset, then the
government would choose a
new prime minister from the
party of the ousted one.
The bill explains that secret
ballots are needed for all these
votes “to ensure that Knesset
members vote according to
their personal opinion, rather
than party considerations and
coalition pressure.”
The bill sent shock waves
through the Knesset as it became clear that a majority exists to pass the measure.

Three New Laws
on the Docket
The tension became even
more palpable after the Blue
and White Party, led by Benny
Gantz, announced that it filed
three new bills. The first would
limit prime ministers to two
terms in office. To date, Netanyahu has served four regular
terms, so if this bill were enact-

ed he would be unable to serve
for another term. The second
bill seeks to prohibit anyone
facing criminal charges from
serving as prime minister. The
third bill would forbid the president to give an indicted MK a
mandate to form a government.
While all three laws are clearly aimed directly at Netanyahu, Blue and White MK Boaz
Toporovsky told JNS that “these
are basic, normal laws that any
functional democratic country
should have on the books.”
Blue and White has already
secured a majority to pass these
laws with Labor-Meretz, Yisrael
Beiteinu and the Joint Arab List
already having pledged their
support.
The Likud Party released an
immediate response, saying in
a statement that the proposed
legislation was “malicious and
irresponsible” while the country is dealing with the COVID19 pandemic.
The statement went on to
say that “outwardly, [Blue and
White] are presenting a façade,
as if they are willing to form
a unity government, but in
practice they are promoting
personal, anti-democratic and
retroactive laws with the sole
purpose of thwarting the will of
over 2.5 million citizens. Such
things aren’t even done in Iran

It is told that a student in the
Yeshiva in Radin (the city of
the Hafetz Haim) was caught
smoking on Shabbat.
The Hafetz Haim spoke to
him for two minutes, and the
student not only repented, but
even received rabbinical ordination from the Hafetz Haim.
As I concluded my lecture,
an elderly gentleman, who
had been visibly agitated as
I spoke, grabbed my arm and
urgently whispered, “Where
did you hear that story?” I told
him I didn’t remember, and
I didn’t even know if it was
true. “It is true,” he said. “I
was that boy; I was smoking
on Shabbat and I have semicha from the Hafetz Haim.”
The great rabbi spoke to me
briefly, after which I willingly
and even gladly returned to
the Yeshiva and would not
leave until I received his ordination!”
We were both overcome
with emotion. We left the hotel
and silently walked along the
beach. Finally, I couldn’t restrain myself. “What did the
Hafetz Haim tell you that
changed your life in two minutes?” Here is what the elderly
man responded, and his words
remain inscribed on my soul.

“I was standing in front of
the yeshiva with my belongings, ready to leave for home.
Standing in front of me was
the Hafetz Haim, who took
my hand in his and politely
asked if I would come to his
house. I felt I couldn’t refuse.
We walked the two blocks in
silence, hand-in-hand, until
we reached his home. I entered a very small, dilapidated
but spotlessly clean two-room
hovel, in which not one piece
of furniture was whole.
The Hafetz Haim, who was
quite short, looked up at me
and said only one word: ‘Shabbes.’ “He gently squeezed my
hand as an embrace, and there
were tears in his eyes. He repeated again, ‘Shabbes,’ and if
I live to be 120 I will never stop
feeling the scalding heat of his
tears as they fell on my hand.
He then guided me to the door,
embraced me and blessed me.
At that moment, I felt in my
soul that there was nothing
more important than the Shabbat, and that — despite my
transgression — this rabbinical giant loved me. I took an
oath not to leave the yeshiva
without rabbinical ordination
from the Hafetz Haim.” b
Shabbat Shalom

House Democrats Press Trump
Administration on US Equipment
Used by Israel to Demolish Homes
WASHINGTON (JTA) — More
than 60 Democrats in the U.S.
House of Representatives want
the Trump administration to
press Israel not to use American
military equipment to demolish
Palestinian homes.
In a letter sent Monday to
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
— spearheaded by Reps. Ro
Khanna, D-Calif., Anna Eshoo,
D-Ca lif. a nd Steve Cohen,
D-Tenn. — the House members note recent demolitions
in eastern Jerusalem and U.N.
reports last year of a 45 percent
increase in Israeli home demolitions. They also asked for an
examination of Israeli compliance with the U.S. Arms Export
Control Act, which restricts recipients of U.S. military equipment to using it for “legitimate
self-defense.”

It’s not clear whether Israel
currently uses American equipment in home demolitions,
which Israeli officials say target illegally built units. In the
past, Israel has used Caterpillar
land moving equipment to demolish the homes of convicted
terrorists and structures used to
attack Israeli forces.
“My hope is that Israel will
stop the home demolitions and
will see that there are many
supporters of the U.S.-Israel relationship on this letter,” Khanna told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency in an interview.
A number of Jewish Democrats signed the letter. In addition to Cohen, they include
Reps. Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill.,
Jamie Raskin, D-Md., Alan
Lowenthal, D-Calif., John Yarmuth, D-Ky., and Andy LevinD-Mich. b

or Turkey.”
Israeli Culture and Sport Minister Miri Regev (Likud) told
Channel 12 that the bills are
“despicable,” and said “there
is a feeling that the left can do
whatever it wants to do.”
Blue and White is also trying
to oust Knesset Speaker Edelstein, and sent him a request to
call a vote for a new speaker.

Blue and White wants to replace him with MK Meir Cohen
of Blue and White’s Yesh Atid
faction. Edelstein is refusing to
bring the vote to the Knesset
floor, citing Knesset bylaws that
require him to do so only once
a new government is sworn in.
Blue and White is planning to
appeal to the Supreme Court on
the issue. b

by

RON KAMPEAS
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Legal Notices …

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRESH
LAUNDRY SERVICES LLC
FRESH LAUNDRY SERVICES LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
2/5/2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent upon whom
process against it may be served and a
copy of any process will be mailed to the
LLC, 105 Edinburgh Street, Rochester, NY
14608. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MADISON
PLYMOUTH PROPERTIES LLC
MADISON PLYMOUTH PROPERTIES
LLC filed Articles of Organization with
NYS on 2/5/2020. (1) Its principal office is
in Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to the LLC, 105 Edinburgh Street,
Rochester, NY 14608. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of LLC
Media and Online Services LLC (LLC)
filed Arts. of Org. with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 02/12/2020. Office location:
Monroe County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process may be
served and SSNY shall mail process to
the LLC at 10 Office Park Way, Suite 100.
Pittsford, NY 14534. Purpose: any business
permitted under law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
FAIRPORT ROAD LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 11, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 1080 Pittsford Victor Road,
Suite 200, Pittsford, New York 14534. The
purpose of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
ROC POINTE PROPERTIES LLC has
filed Articles of Organization with the
Secretary of State on January 14, 2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process
will be mailed to The LLC, 1080 Pittsford
Victor Road, Suite 200, Pittsford, New
York 14534. The purpose of the LLC is any
lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
Wood and Water Seneca, LLC
Wood and Water Seneca, LLC filed
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State on January 30, 2020. (1) Its
principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. (2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent upon whom process against the Limited Liability Company
may be served and the post office address
within or without this State to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it served upon him or her
is Wood and Water Seneca, LLC, 36 Princeton Lane, Fairport, New York 14450. (3)
The character or purpose of its business is
to engage in any lawful act or activity for
which limited liability companies may be
organized under Section 203 of the New
York Limited Liability Company Act. (4)
The Limited Liability Company is to be
managed by one or more managers.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC
Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of
State on January 30, 2020. (1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, New York.
(2) The Secretary of State has been designated as its agent upon whom process
against the Limited Liability Company
may be served and the post office address
within or without this State to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it served upon him or her
is Shady Beach Cayuga, LLC, 36 Princeton
Lane, Fairport, New York 14450. (3) The
character or purpose of its business is to
engage in any lawful act or activity for
which limited liability companies may be
organized under Section 203 of the New
York Limited Liability Company Act. (4)
The Limited Liability Company is to be
managed by one or more managers.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability company (LLC). Name: CORNERSTONE AUTOMATION SERVICES, LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 5/3/2018. NY office location: Monroe County. SSNY is designated as agent
upon whom process against the Company
may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of
any such process to: The LLC, 125 Canal
Landing Boulevard, Rochester, New York.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more members. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL
INTELLIGENCE, LLC
THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE, LLC filed Articles of Organization
with NYS on 2/12/2020. (1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The
Secretary of State has been designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process will
be mailed to the LLC, 349 W. Commercial
Street, Suite 2630, East Rochester, NY
14445. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
ROC INDUSTRIAL LLC
ROC INDUSTRIAL LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on 01/07/2020.
Its principal office is in Monroe County,
New York. The principal business location
is 124 Sparrow Dr, West Henrietta, NY,
14586. The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF GRT Realty LLC
GRT Realty LLC filed Articles of Organization with NYS on 2/6/2020. Its principal
office is in Monroe County, New York. The
principal business location is 210 Ashley
Dr., Rochester NY 14620. The Secretary
of State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any

NOTICE OF FORMATION
MCO FLOORING LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 18, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed to
The LLC, 200 Metro Park, Rochester, New
York 14623. The purpose of the LLC is any
lawful activity.
North Coast Service Center, LLC
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: North Coast Service Center, LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on February 13, 2020. Office
location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to: 1177 Fairport Road,
Suite 200, Fairport, NY 14450. Purpose: to
engage in any lawful act or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
RENZA RENTALS LLC has filed Articles
of Organization with the Secretary of
State on February 19, 2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 620 Park Avenue, Suite 325,
Rochester, New York 14607. The purpose
of the LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CCABI PARTNERS LLC
CCABI Partners LLC filed Articles of
Organization with NYS on February 19,
2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe
County, New York. (2) The Secretary of
State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it is: the LLC, 500 Linden
Oaks, Suite 210, Rochester, New York
14625. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the Limited Liability Company is Cedar Falls Estates LLC. Articles of Organization were filed with the
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on January 30, 2020. The office of the
LLC is located in Monroe County. The
business street address is 55 Oliver Street,
Rochester, New York 14607. SSNY is designated as the agent of the Company upon
whom process in any action or proceeding
against it may be served, and the address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail a
copy of any such process is 55 Oliver Street,
Rochester, New York 14607. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in any lawful act
or activity for which limited liability companies may be formed.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
1267 E. Ridge Road Holdings, LLC
filed Articles of Organization with the NY
Department of State on 2/18/20. Its office
is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of State is designated as agent of the
Company upon whom process against it
may be served, and a copy shall be mailed
to 1657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610.
Its purpose is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Gold Stag Enterprises LLC
(the “LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of
the LLC were filed with the Secretary of
State NY (“SSNY”) on February 18, 2020
(3) Its office location is to be in Monroe
County, State of New York. (4) The SSNY
has been designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may be
served. The post office address to which
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process
against the LLC is: 169 Straub Road, Rochester, NY 14626 (5) Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
The Counceller Dorf, LLC. Arts of Org
filed with the SSNY on 2/10/2020. Office:
Ontario County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Temple B’rith Kodesh 2131 Elmwood Ave. 244-7060
Temple Beth El, Geneva 755 S. Main St. (315) 789-2945
REFORM

Notice of Formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”)
Name: 49 Saint Bridgets Drive, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State with the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on: February 10, 2020.
Office Location: 27 Saint Bridgets Drive,
Rochester, New York 14605 County of:
Monroe. Principal Business Location: 27
Saint Bridgets Drive, Rochester, New York
14605. Purpose: any and all lawful act or
activity. The Secretary of State of the State
of New York has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to: 27 Saint Bridgets Drive,
Rochester, New York 14605

Candle Lighting

Temple Emanu-El 2956 St. Paul Blvd. 266-1978
Temple Emanu-El 124 Bank St., Batavia 343-7027
Congregation Etz Chaim 2 Mountain Rise, Fairport 223-5344
Temple Sinai 363 Penfield Rd. 381-6890
Congregation Beth Hamedresh-Beth Israel

CONSERVATIVE

NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION
FOR AUTHORITY OF EMPIRE
MEDICINALS TRANSPORTATION LLC
Name: Empire Medicinals Transportation LLC (LLC). Authority filed with NY
Secretary of State (SSNY): 01/30/2020. LLC
organized in Delaware: 01/27/2020. NY
office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to The LLC, 260
E. Main Street, Suite 6422, Rochester, NY,
14604. Address of office maintained in
jurisdiction of formation: 1675 South State
Street, Suite B, Dover, Delaware 19901.
Copy of Certificate of Formation on file
with Delaware Secretary of State, 401
Federal Street, Suite 4, Dover, Delaware
19901. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

process against it is c/o GRT Realty LLC, 210
Ashley Dr., Rochester NY 14620. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

1369 East Ave. 244-2060

Temple Beth Am
2131Elmwood Avenue, Entrance A 334-4855

Temple Beth David
2131Elmwood Avenue, 266-3223

Temple Beth El 139 Winton Rd. South 473-1770
Chabad Lubavitch 1037 Winton Rd. South 271-0330

ORTHODOX

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
MARYELLEN DANCE MENTAL
HEALTH COUNSELING PLLC has filed
Articles of Organization with the Secretary
of State on January 28, 2020. Its office is
located in Monroe County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to The LLC, 1160F Pittsford Victor
Road, Pittsford, New York 14534. Its business is to engage in any lawful activity for
which professional service limited liability
companies may be organized under Section 1203 of the New York Professional
Service Limited Liability Company Act.

shall mail a copy of any process against it
is c/o company and address . Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

Congregation Beth Hakneses Hachodosh
19 St. Regis Dr. North 406-7561

Congregation Beth Sholom 1161 Monroe Ave. 473-1625
Congregation Light of Israel (Sephardic)
1675 Monroe Ave. 271-5690

OTHER

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The name of the Limited Liability Company is 1342 DEWEY LLC. Articles of
Organization were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on January
24, 2020. The office of the LLC is located
in Monroe County. The business street
address is 9 White Street, Rochester, New
York 14608. SSNY is designated as the
agent of the Company upon whom process in any action or proceeding against it
may be served, and the address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any such process is 9 White Street, Rochester, New York 14608. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any lawful act or
activity for which limited liability companies may be formed.

Ohel Avraham

Temple B’rith Kodesh, 2131 Elmwood Ave. 389-2525

process to the LLC, 6731 Springdale Court,
Victor NY 14564. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.

c/o The LLC, One Park Avenue, Brockport,
New York 14420. (4) Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
BD Member Hudson 11 Warren, LLC
filed Articles of Organization with the NY
Department of State on 2/18/2020. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of State is designated as agent of
the Company upon whom process against
it may be served, and a copy shall be
mailed to c/o Benchmark Development,
34 Bridge Street, Great Barrington, MA
01230. Its purpose is any lawful business.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: 510 Union Street
LV LLC (the Company). Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State of
NY (SSNY) on 02/21/20. NY office location:
Monroe County. SSNY is designated as
agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the
Company, 100 Savannah Street, Rochester,
NY 14607. The Company is to be managed
by one or more managers. No members of
the Company shall be liable in their capacity as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(1) Name: Walking R Farms LLC (the
“LLC”). (2) Articles of Organization of the
LLC were filed with the Secretary of State
NY (“SSNY”) on February 18, 2020 (3) Its
office location is to be in Ontario County,
State of New York. (4) The SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served.
The post office address to which the SSNY
shall mail a copy of any process against the
LLC is: 3014 Jones Road, Geneva, NY 14456
(5) Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Hudson 11 Warren, LLC filed Articles
of Organization with the NY Department
of State on 2/18/2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The Secretary of State
is designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served, and a copy shall be mailed to
c/o Benchmark Development, 34 Bridge
Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230. Its
purpose is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CC WRANGLERS LLC
CC Wranglers LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the New York Secretary of State on January 21, 2020. (1) Its
principal office is in Monroe County, New
York. (2) The principal business location is
One Park Avenue, Brockport, New York
14420 (3) The Secretary of State has been
designated as its agent and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against it is

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company. Name: Atlas Housing LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/19/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 1900
Empire Boulevard Suite 225, Webster, New
York 14580. Company is to be managed by
one or more managers. No members of
the Company shall be liable in their capacity as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.
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American Culture …

Sick of (or Now Possibly From)
Jewish Dating? There’s Another Option.

Wedding rings. (Jeff Belmonte from Cuiabá, Brazil on Flickr via Wikimedia Commons)
by

HEATHER ROBINSON

(JNS) — “We envision a virtual dating experience that mirrors the authenticity of a night
out — daters will still dress
up, have stimulating conversations… The only difference will
be the screen between them,”
says JWed CEO Ben Rabizadeh.
You might still be tired of it,
but at least this way, it won’t
get you sick.
In response to fears about the
potential spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19), New Yorkbased dating website JWed.
com is developing a new set
of features to enable marriage-minded Jewish singles to
go on “virtual” dates through
their smartphones, instead of
in person.
Projected to launch late this
month, JWed’s “Virtual Dating
Initiative” will offer a video
feature designed to help potential mates speak with and
see each other on the screens
of their smartphones (Apple
and Android) via its dating app
(www.jwedmatch.com) with
the added benefit of not requiring personal phone numbers
or e-mail addresses like other
social media. The new initiative will ultimately include a
“date scheduler” so users can
request and set up video dates
for specific dates and times,

designed to encourage daters
to take virtual dates as seriously as real ones, according
to JWed founder and CEO Ben
Rabizadeh.
“We envision a virtual dating experience that mirrors the
authenticity of a night out—
daters will still dress up, have
stimulating conversations. …
The only difference will be the
screen between them,” he said.
Rabizadeh, who holds a doctor of pharmacy degree from
Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, N.J., sees his initiative as a means to promote
Jewish continuity as the world
Jewish community struggles to
adapt amid coronavirus fears.
He believes that the country
— and perhaps, the world — is
witnessing the start of a temporary societal shift away from
socializing in large crowds, and
lingering in restaurants and
coffee shops, in favor of a “cocooning economy” in which
people will prefer to stay home.
And he’s betting that mindset
will factor into the lives of Jewish singles.

‘It’s suited to the times’
Last weekend, as New York
State residents afflicted with
the virus numbered more than
100 and drugstores emptied of
products ranging from Kleen-

ex to anti-bacterial wipes, a
dozen Jewish singles informally
polled about JWed’s “virtual
dating” initiative expressed a
range of views.
In general, the prospect seems
more appealing to women than
men.
“It’s suited to the times,” said
Inna Vernikov, 35, an attorney,
who resides in New York City’s
financial district. “As is, I don’t
go to singles events, I don’t do
dating apps, and I’m going to
avoid large crowds right now…
If they install that feature where
I don’t have to leave my house,
I think it would be as good as
going on a first date.”
A 46-year-old single mother
and researcher in the West Village (she declined to use her
name for privacy reasons), said
she would definitely appreciate
JWed’s “virtual dating,” and
likes the idea of extending privacy and protection in dating
until you’re well past the initial
getting-to-know-you phase.
“As a mother, I’m extra careful… because I’m responsible
for a very vulnerable human
being,” she said. “Even if it
weren’t for coronavir us, it
would be nice to have the option a platform like this can
provide of continuing your privacy a little until you decide
you’re interested. Much better
than to be on a dating site and
have to give them your phone
number or Skype handle right
away.”
“I’d never do it; it’s ridiculous,” said Amy, a 45-yearold accountant on the Upper
East Side. “There’s no substitute for in person chemistry,
for in person eye contact, for
noticing goosebumps on your
arms when something feels
good. You can’t get that over a
screen… that’s what happens
in real life.”
“If the man isn’t taking you
out somewhere nice, what’s
the fun of putting your outfit
and hair and makeup together

just to sit on your couch?” said
Emma, 31, an actress from the
Williamsburg neighborhood of
Brooklyn, N.Y.
“It sounds like a good thing,”
said Harry, 42, a security guard
also from Brooklyn. “It could
also make people feel better,
like if you do virtual dating
and [there’s no chemistry], it
could feel less awkward than
going out for a whole date. We
could say, ‘We’ve done the virtual thing, and it’s not a good
match.’ ”
He added, “After the first or
second “virtual date,” if there’s
some chemistry, you should not
be afraid to go out to a public
place and have something to
eat, coronavirus or not.”
“Why would you want to do
that? Because of the virus that’s
taking neurosis to a new level?
If someone wouldn’t meet in
person, that would be a red
flag right there,” said a 37-yearold entrepreneur in Brooklyn.
“Falling in love requires a leap
into the unknown, and putting
that many barriers up makes it
impossible.”
He added that he could only
imagine using the feature if
he were corresponding with
“women in other countries, like
Israel.”
“So instead of interrupting
your date with screen time,
you’re going to have 100 percent of the date be screen
time?” said Lee Hendelman, 45,
a business writer in Manhattan.
“No thanks. Besides, you won’t
know if a woman likes you for
you or because of your huge
stockpile of hand sanitizer.”

culture.
“It would be interesting to see
people connecting on different
levels before they start getting
physical… Maybe it will have a
positive impact on dating culture, temporarily anyway,” said
Vernikov.
Whether the program takes
off, of course, remains to be
seen, t hough t he t rending
seems sound. Rabizadeh says
“we plan to keep the features
permanently in place even after
the virus scare has passed.”
W it h t he e me r ge nc e of
shows l i ke Net f l i x’s new
“Love Is Blind,” in which marriage-minded singles agree to
marry after one month of initially speaking with each other
sight unseen, it’s tempting to
speculate that the emergence
of the coronavirus could reinforce a trend away from casual
dating towards dating for marriage.
Rabizadeh says he doesn’t
want the number of Jewish
marriages to decline, adding
that since JWed’s founding in
2003, it has brought 3,500 individuals together under the
chuppah.
Quipped Hendelman: “Perhaps JWed can offer all new
members a package deal for
t hei r wedd ing guests t hat
comes with hand sanitizer and
rubber gloves.” b

‘A positive impact
on dating culture’
Some women expressed hope
that even after coronavirus is a
thing of the past, the scare will
prompt a shift towards more
substantive dating at a time
when app dating culture has
become associated with casual dating, including hookup

JWed founder and CEO Ben Rabizadeh

Legal Notices …
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CHESTNUT GROVE LAND LLC
Chestnut Grove Land LLC filed Articles of Organization with NYS on February 24, 2020. (1) Its principal office is
in Monroe County, New York. (2) The
Secretary of State has been designated
as its agent and the post office address
to which the Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against it is:
the LLC, 259 Alexander Street, Rochester, New York 14607. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation
of GWS1016, LLC
Articles of Organization filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on August 5, 2016. Office location: Monroe
County. SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to:

GWS1016, LLC 115 Sully’s Trail, Suite
5, Pittsford, NY 14534. Purpose: any
lawful activity.

be mailed to the LLC, 106 Industrial
Street, Rochester, NY 14608. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
CINOTTI’S SALON LLC
CINOTTI’S SALON LLC filed Articles
of Organization with New York State
Department of State on 02/07/2020.
Its office is located in Monroe County.
The Secretary of State has been designated as agent of the Company upon
whom it may be served and a copy of
any process shall be mailed to 1782
PENFIELD ROAD PENFIELD, NY 14526.
The purpose of the Company is any
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of
Upstate Mattress, LLC
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on 1/23/2030. Office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: (81 Peak Hill Drive Rochester,
NY 14625) Purpose: any lawful act or
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
BLACKGOLD PROPERTIES, LLC
BlackGold Properties, LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
2/19/2020. (1) Its principal office is in
Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
DIANA DEYO RYAN, ESQ. LLC
Diana Deyo Ryan, Esq. LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
February 25, 2020. (1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, New York.
(2) The Secretary of State has been designated as its agent and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against
it is: the LLC, 150 Allens Creek Road,

Suite 110, Rochester, New York 14618.
(3) Purpose: To Practice the Profession
of Law.

to engage in any lawful act or activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

The name of the Limited Liability
Company is FICO PARTNERS LLC.
Articles of Organization were filed
with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on February 20, 2020. The
office of the LLC is located in Monroe
County. The business street address is
1653 Woodard Road, Webster, New
York 14580. SSNY is designated as the
agent of the Company upon whom
process in any action or proceeding
against it may be served, and the address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any such process
is 1653 Woodard Road, Webster, New
York 14580. The purpose of the LLC is

for which limited liability companies
may be formed.

(1) Name: Saylor Wanzenried
CPAs, PLLC (the “LLC”). (2) Articles
of Organization of the LLC were
filed with the Secretary of State NY
(“SSNY”) on January 13, 2020 (3) Its office location is to be in Monroe County,
State of New York. (4) The SSNY has
been designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. The post office address to
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC is: 418 Parkside
Trail, Macedon, NY 14502 (5) Purpose:
Any lawful act or activity.
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Viewpoint …

Is the Virus Hurting Jewish Communities
or Showing Their Strength?
by

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

(JNS) — For many Jewish
communities in the United
States, this was the week when
synagogues were abandoned. In
an effort to contain the spread
of the coronavirus, many houses of worship were empty and
may remain that way until the
end of the pandemic is in sight.
Like professiona l spor ts,
Broadway, the arts, local and
national conferences, and a
host of other endeavors that
involve people gathering in
groups, Jewish communal life
is on hold. And while some
may grouse about the inconveniences that the shutdown of so
much of public life entails, as
well as the staggering economic
costs, there is no doubt that as
long as there is a danger that
the pandemic may become a
public-health catastrophe, these
measures are necessary.
The assumption on the part
of most people is that this will
soon pass. We must hope that
the efforts to halt the spread
of COVID-19 are successful,
and that life will be back to
normal before the carnage the
social-distancing imperative
does to the economy and our
usual pastimes is irreparable.
However, it’s entirely possible
that this crisis is going to last
longer than a few weeks. Indeed, it may be that the only
way to ensure that the worst
outcome is averted is for these
measures to stay in place for
months.
If so, then that will put a
great many families and individuals under tremendous
stress as jobs are lost and children remain out of school.
But it also places a different
kind of pressure on voluntary
institutions like those that keep
the Jewish community afloat.

A man prays at synagogue. (Pixabay)

For Jews, our prayers and our
communal life revolve around
participation. If it is axiomatic
that it’s difficult to be a good
Jew while stranded on a desert
island since so many religious
obligations involve being with
others, then it’s not just a matter of people learning whether
their personalities are suited to
a situation in which they are
essentially locked up at home
with loved ones or by themselves. At this point, Jewish
institutions are about to learn
how well they are equipped
to cope with a new normal in
which interactions with members and supporters, as well
as the intended objects of their
efforts, will have to become
virtual or not take place at all.
The im med iate response
from many parts of the Jewish
world has been to embrace the
challenge. Some non-Orthodox
congregations are putting their
services online. Others have
put lectures, sacred text-study
sessions and other courses on
the Internet. The same is hap-

pening with schools as well as
some communal events.
The question is whether the
new strains being put on a Jewish communal culture will ultimately strengthen or damage it
further. That’s especially true
since it’s already under pressure from demographic changes, as well as a sea change in
how an increasingly assimilated population with a declining
sense of Jewish peoplehood
thinks about identity.
It would be foolish to ignore
the danger.
As is the case with all forms
of organized religion and even
non-religious endeavors, the
greatest challenge facing many
groups is more fundamental
than just a medical crisis. As
Robert Putnam’s classic work
of sociology informed us when
it came out 20 years ago, Americans are increasingly Bowling
Alone. The assumption that
people naturally congregate to
do things together is hopelessly
out of date.
This applies not merely to

synagogue attendance and
participation in the group endeavors that are at the heart of
Jewish communal life, but to
charitable giving as individual
boutique philanthropies have
largely supplanted umbrella
groups like federations. The
current dilemma faced by synagogues and Jewish groups may
only strengthen these centrifugal cultural forces that are inevitably damaging much of the
infrastructure of communal life
that can no longer take the interest of individual Jews in their
activities or goals for granted.
Still, there is reason for optimism.
With more and more Americans increasingly riveted to the
screens of their devices, a greater focus by Jewish groups on
reaching them in this manner
is likely to produce dividends.
As is inevitable in the marketplace of ideas, especially when
it comes to business, those who
cannot adapt to the new normal
will not survive. But the shift
could be the making of others

tivity for which limited liability companies
may be organized under Section 203 of
the Limited Liability Company Act.

may be served, and a copy shall be mailed
to 17 Prince St., Rochester, NY 14607. Its
purpose is any lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF 1549 Empire, LLC
1549 Empire, LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the Secretary of State
on August 27, 2019. ( 1) Its principal office
is in Monroe County, New York. 2) The
Secretary of State has been designated as
its agent upon whom process against it
may be served and its post office address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process against it served
upon him or her is c/o The Company, 501
S. Clinton Avenue, Rochester, New York
14620. 3) The Company shall be managed
by one or more managers. 4) The character or purpose of its business is to engage
in any lawful activity for which limited
liability companies may be organized
under Section 203 of the Limited Liability
Company Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
STRATHMORE LLC has filed an Application for Authority with the Secretary of
State on November 6, 2019. Its office is located in Monroe County. The Secretary of
State has been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process will be mailed
to The LLC, 60 Browns Race, Suite 200,
Rochester, New York 14614. The purpose
of the LLC is any lawful activity.

New York (SSNY) on February 10, 2020.
Office location: Monroe County. SSNY
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served. Address to which
SSNY shall mail a copy of process is 1021
Pittsford-Victor Road, Pittsford, New York
14534. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

who jump in and ably serve the
needs of a population hungry
for knowledge, as well as a
sense of personal and spiritual
connection, by being able to
adapt to the changed circumstances.
The shutdown also has the
potential to bring out the best
in a Jewish communal culture
that has always sought to emphasize acts of lovingkindness
to those in need. With so many
isolated right now, especially the elderly and otherwise
infirm who are most at risk
from the coronavirus, focusing
Jewish organizations and their
cadres of volunteers on this
aspect of the crisis has the potential to reinvigorate both the
institutions of Jewish life and
to make them more attractive
to those who hadn’t previously
thought much about them.
Ultimately, as is the case with
the rest of society, Jewish institutions are undergoing a trial
by fire as all of the assumptions
about the way we live have
been turned upside down.
Those who find ways —
whether by skillful use of social media and the Internet,
or by stepped-up volunteerism
— to fulfill the needs of those
trapped at home, and capture
the interest of the underserved
and the unaffiliated will find
t he m s e lve s s t re n g t he ne d.
Those either too sclerotic in
their organizational structure
or who lack the imagination to
adapt will not. While most of
us are understandably focused
at the moment on the public-health crisis, this is exactly
the moment when the collective
genius and energy of the community must be mobilized to
ensure that Jewish communal
life isn’t one of the casualties of
the pandemic. b

Legal Notices …
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 2400
MT. READ BLVD. ROCHESTER, LLC
2400 Mt. Read Blvd. Rochester, LLC
filed Articles of Organization with NYS
on 2/28/2020. (1) Its principal office is in
Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to the LLC, 1777 East Henrietta
Road, Building A, Suite 100, Rochester, NY
14623. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
89-97 Edinburgh, LLC
89-97 Edinburgh, LLC filed Articles of
Organization with the Secretary of State
on September 8, 2017. ( 1) Its principal
office is in Monroe County, New York.
2) The Secretary of State has been designated as its agent upon whom process
against it may be served and its post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against
it served upon him or her is c/o The Company, 30 West Broad Street, Suite 406,
Rochester, New York 14614. 3) The Company shall be managed by one or more
managers. 4) The character or purpose of
its business is to engage in any lawful ac-

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Sparkle Ocean Farms LLC filed Articles of Organization with the NY Department of State on 2/21/2020. Its office is
located in Monroe County. The Secretary
of State is designated as agent of the
Company upon whom process against it

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
1800 S. WINTON — LLC
1800 S. Winton — LLC filed Articles of
Organization with NYS on March 3, 2020.
(1) Its principal office is in Monroe County,
New York. (2) The Secretary of State has
been designated as its agent and the post
office address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any process
against it is: the LLC, 2850 Clover Street,
Pittsford, New York 14534. (3) Purpose:
Any lawful purpose
NOTICE OF FORMATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC) Deerwood at First Lake
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of the State of

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
OUTLANDER EXPRESS LLC
Outlander Express LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on February 28,
2020. (1) Its principal office is in Genesee
County, New York. (2) The Secretary of
State has been designated as its agent
and the post office address to which the
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against it is: the LLC, 128 Myrtle
Street, Leroy, New York 14482. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
LM50EB LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State (SOS)
on3/4/2020. Its office is located in Monroe
County. The SOS has been designated
as agent upon whom process against it
may be served and a copy of any process

will be mailed to The LLC, PO Box 18554,
Rochester, NY 14618. The purpose of the
LLC is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WRP Operating
Towngate LLC (the Company). Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/03/20. NY office location: Monroe County. SSNY is designated
as agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the
Company, 550 Latona Road, Rochester,
New York 14626. The Company is to be
managed by one or more managers. No
members of the Company shall be liable
in their capacity as members of the Company for debts, obligations or liabilities of
the Company. No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is
an agent of the Company for the purpose
of its business, and no member shall have
the authority to act for the Company solely by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
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World …

Is Tehran Taking Advantage of Coronavirus
Pandemic to Continue its Nuclear Pursuit?
by

ISRAEL KASNETT

(JNS) — Despite facing one of
the world’s worst coronavirus
outbreaks, Iran appears to be
continuing its pursuit of nuclear weapons, as well as its aggressive regional behavior. Iran
has already acknowledged that
it has increased its uranium
stockpile, which now stands
at more than 1,000 kilograms,
and is also using a greater number of advanced centrifuges for

enrichment. Based on these
developments, experts believe
that Iran’s breakout time to
produce a nuclear weapon may
have now been reduced to just
a matter of months.
Eyal Zisser, vice rector of Tel
Aviv University and a senior
research fellow at the Moshe
Dayan Center, told JNS that Israel is “following this development very closely.”
He added that Israel is count-

ing on the Trump administration, “hoping that it will put
pressure on Iran in this regard.”
However, Zisser posited,
there is speculation in Israel
that Iran’s actions are also intended to put pressure on the
international community to
ease the sanctions.
In addition to its nuclear ambitions, Iran has also engaged
in attacks on American forces
in the Middle East. Earlier this

week, an Iranian-backed Iraqi
militia, Kata’ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades), is believed to
have fired a barrage of rockets
into the Camp Taji air base
north of the Iraqi capital of
Baghdad. The attack killed two
U.S. troops and a British service
member, while wounding 14
others. A day later, U.S. forces
in Iraq hit back, carrying out
airstrikes against Kata’ib Hezbollah.

Yoel Guzansky, a senior researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies, feels
that it is necessary to ring the
alarm bells on Iran’s likely clandestine efforts to reach nuclear
capability as soon as possible,
telling JNS “we should all be
paying attention to what Iran is
doing, especially now.”
The question, according to
Guzansky, is what will Israel do
(Taking Advantage — Page 20)

Legal Notices …
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WF Towngate LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/28/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 550
Latona Road, Rochester, New York 14626.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WF Five Mile LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/28/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 550
Latona Road, Rochester, New York 14626.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: WRP Operating
Five Mile LLC (the Company). Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/03/20. NY office location: Monroe County. SSNY is designated
as agent upon whom process against the
Company may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any such process to: c/o the
Company, 550 Latona Road, Rochester,
New York 14626. The Company is to be
managed by one or more managers. No
members of the Company shall be liable in
their capacity as members of the Company
for debts, obligations or liabilities of the
Company. No member of the Company,
solely by reason of being a member, is an
agent of the Company for the purpose of
its business, and no member shall have the
authority to act for the Company solely
by virtue of being a member. Purpose/
character of the Company: any and all
lawful activities.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
NINE SUTHERLAND LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of
State on March 4, 2020. Its office is located
in Monroe County. The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent upon whom
process against it may be served and a
copy of any process will be mailed to The
LLC, 28 Mount Liberty Drive, Penfield, New
York 14526. The purpose of the LLC is any
lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
3rd ROC Solar, LLC, filed Articles of
Organization with the New York Depart-

ment of State on March 4, 2020. Its office
is located in Monroe County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent of
the Company upon whom process against
it may be served and a copy of any process
shall be mailed to Glenn Fjermedal, 28 E.
Main Street, Ste 1700, Rochester, New
York 14614. The purpose of the Company
is Solar Sales Consulting.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
50EBOZ LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State (SOS)
on 3/6/2020. Its office is located in Monroe
County. The SOS has been designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process will
be mailed to The LLC, PO Box 18554, Rochester, NY 14618. The purpose of the LLC is
any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
A50EB LLC has filed Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State (SOS)
on 3/6/2020. Its office is located in Monroe
County. The SOS has been designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process will
be mailed to The LLC, PO Box 18554, Rochester, NY 14618. The purpose of the LLC is
any lawful activity.
Notice of Organization:
MAYDEN LAKEHOUSE, LLC was filed
with SSNY on 3/5/20. Office: Ontario County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process may be served. PO
address which SSNY shall mail any process
against the LLC served upon it: 311 FRANLEE LN, VICTOR, NY, 14564. Purpose is to
engage in any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
JESSICA LEE PHOTOGRAPHY LLC has
filed Articles of Organization with the
Secretary of State on March 6, 2020. Its
office is located in Monroe County. The
Secretary of State has been designated as
agent upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process will be
mailed to The LLC, 60 Ashlyn Rise, Fairport,
New York 14450. The purpose of the LLC
is any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FILING OF
APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY
OF CAREERAMERICA, LLC
Name: CareerAmerica, LLC (LLC). Authority filed with NY Secretary of State
(NYSS): 2/4/2020. LLC organized in Delaware: 11/6/2019. NY office location: Monroe County. NYSS designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. NYSS shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 703 11th Street, Boulder, CO
80302. Address of office maintained in
jurisdiction of formation: 3500 S. Dupont
Hwy, Dover, DE 19901. Copy of Certificate
of Formation on file with the Delaware
Secretary of State at 401 Federal Street,
Suite 4, Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
NOTICE
Articles of Organization with respect
to IMB ASSOCIATES, LLC, a New York
limited liability company, were filed with
the Secretary of State of the State of New
York on March 10, 2020. The county in
New York State where its office is located
is Monroe County. The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent of IMB ASSOCIATES, LLC upon whom process against
it may be served; and the post office
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against,
IMB ASSOCIATES, LLC served upon him or
her is c/o the Company, 21 Schoen Place,
Pittsford, NY 14534. IMB ASSOCIATES, LLC

is formed for the purpose of engaging in
any and all business activities permitted
under the laws of the State of New York.

be mailed to THE LLC, 1544 RIDGE ROAD
WEST, ROCHESTER, NY 14615. The purpose
of the Company is any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
CASADENT 2 L.L.C.
Articles of Organization filed with Sec’y
of State (SSNY) on 03/10/2020. Office location: Monroe County. SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to c/o the Company, 417 French
Road, Rochester, New York 14618

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company (LLC). Name: Taouk Parnell LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/10/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, PO
Box 52, Spencerport, New York 14559.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE: NOTICE OF
FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the Limited Liability Company is Abundant Solar Power (TZ1)
LLC. The Articles of Organization were
filed with the New York Secretary of
State on March 11, 2020. The office of
the Company is located in the County of
Monroe, State of New York. The New York
Secretary of State is designated as the
agent of the Company upon whom process in any action or proceeding against it
may be served, and the address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of process in any action or proceeding
against the Company served upon him or
her is 700 W Metro Park, Rochester, New
York 14623. The purpose of the business
is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
ANTHONY’S QUALITY RENOVATIONS
LLC (the “LLC”) filed Articles of Organization with the New York Department of
State on FEBRUARY 14, 2020. Its office is
located in MONROE County. The Secretary
of State has been designated as agent of
the Company upon whom process against
it may be served and a copy of any process
shall be mailed to THE LLC, 30 SHAKER
MILL, ROCHESTER, NY 14612. The purpose
of the Company is any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
J PAK PROPERTIES LLC (the “LLC”)
filed Articles of Organization with the
New York Department of State on MARCH
3, 2020. Its office is located in MONROE
County. The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company
upon whom process against it may be
served and a copy of any process shall be
mailed to THE LLC, 67 CHADWICK MANOR,
FAIRPORT, NY 14450. The purpose of the
Company is any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
EPIC POOLS LLC (the “LLC”) filed Articles of Organization with the New York
Department of State on FEBRUARY 19,
2020. Its office is located in MONROE
County. The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent of the Company upon
whom process against it may be served
and a copy of any process shall be mailed
to THE LLC, 855 PITTSFORD VICTOR ROAD,
PITTSFORD, NY 14534. The purpose of the
Company is any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION
WESTSIDE HEALTHY CBD LLC (the
“LLC”) filed Articles of Organization with
the New York Department of State on
FEBRUARY 18, 2020. Its office is located in
MONROE County. The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent of the Company upon whom process against it may
be served and a copy of any process shall

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability company. Name: Testa Dura LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/12/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 435
Smith Street, Rochester, New York 14608.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,
obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE: NOTICE OF
FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY:
The name of the Limited Liability Company is Abundant Solar Power (Portland) LLC. The Articles of Organization
were filed with the New York Secretary
of State on March 16, 2020. The office of
the Company is located in the County of
Monroe, State of New York. The New York
Secretary of State is designated as the
agent of the Company upon whom process in any action or proceeding against it
may be served, and the address to which
the Secretary of State shall mail a copy
of process in any action or proceeding
against the Company served upon him or
her is 700 W Metro Park, Rochester, New
York 14623. The purpose of the business
is any lawful business.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice of formation of limited liability
company. Name: PR Family Agency LLC
(the Company). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/10/20. NY office location: Monroe
County. SSNY is designated as agent upon
whom process against the Company may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
such process to: c/o the Company, 10 Old
Hojack Lane, Hilton, New York 14468.
The Company is to be managed by one
or more managers. No members of the
Company shall be liable in their capacity
as members of the Company for debts,

obligations or liabilities of the Company.
No member of the Company, solely by reason of being a member, is an agent of the
Company for the purpose of its business,
and no member shall have the authority
to act for the Company solely by virtue
of being a member. Purpose/character of
the Company: any and all lawful activities.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLC
Geraniums & Glue, LLC has filed
Articles of Organization with the NY Secy
of State on 3.18.20. Its principal place of
business is 50 Victor Mendon Rd, Victor,
NY in Monroe County. The Secy of State
has been designated as agent upon whom
process may be served. A copy of any
process shall be mailed to the company
at 50 Victor Mendon Rd, Victor, NY. The
purpose is to engage in any lawful activity.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(Under Section 206 of the Limited Liability Company Law) 1. The name of the
limited liability company is Conifer Cooks
Lane Associates II, LLC (the “Company”). 2. The Articles of Organization of the
Company were filed with the Secretary of
State of the State of New York on March
18, 2020. 3. The office of the Company
within the State of New York is in the
County of Monroe. 4. The Secretary of
State of the State of New York is hereby
designated as agent of the Company for
the purpose of service of process. The
address to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against the
Company serviced upon him or her is 1000
University Avenue, Suite 500, Rochester,
New York 14607. 5. The character and
purpose of the business of the Company
shall be real estate development and any
other purpose permitted by New York law.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
1 NORWOOD STREET LLC
1 Norwood Street LLC filed Articles
of Organization with NYS on 3/11/2020.
(1) Its principal office is in Monroe County,
NY. (2) The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent upon whom process
against it may be served and a copy of
any process will be mailed to the LLC, 28
Atlantic Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607. (3)
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
211 MERRIMAN STREET LLC
211 Merriman Street LLC filed
Articles of Organization with NYS on
3/11/2020. (1) Its principal office is in Monroe County, NY. (2) The Secretary of State
has been designated as agent upon whom
process against it may be served and a
copy of any process will be mailed to the
LLC, 28 Atlantic Avenue, Rochester, NY
14607. (3) Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
Notice of Formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”)
Name: IGH Properties, LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the Secretary of
State with the State of New York (“SSNY”)
on: March 17, 2020. Office Location: 1638
St. Paul Street, Rochester, NY 14621 County of: Monroe Principal Business Location:
1638 St. Paul Street, Rochester, NY 14621.
Purpose: any and all lawful act or activity.
The Secretary of State of the State of New
York has been designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process to: 228 LOGAN AVENUE, FORT
BENNING, GA 31905
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Jewish Family Service …

How to Talk to Your Kids about COVID 19
by

JENNIE I. SCHAFF, PH.D.

Dear Community:
As we are all aware, we
are living in unprecedented
times. And, though there have
been epidemics and pandemics before, none of what has
come before can compare to
that which we are experiencing
today. Society is different and
so is the technology that we
have to learn about what is happening worldwide in somewhat
real time.
During times of uncertainty
or unfamiliarity, adults tend
to pull from past experiences or even from history as a
mechanism to help inform their
responses and thereby to guide
their children or the children
they work with. Today, we find
ourselves in a different predicament because the last epidemic
that scientists are even remotely
comparing in magnitude to this
occurred in 1918. The adults
raising young children today
are finding themselves at a loss
and most of the parents of these
adults are unable to recall such

a time, as well.
What is the relevance of this?
The primary response of children to uncertain times is to
take lead from the adults surrounding them. I know that
when I think of my own children and questions they are
asking, I find myself “winging
it” if only to “keep them calm.”
And yet, I know that I need to
instill a very urgent message to
my children about hand-washing, “social distancing,” and
the like. Additionally, I want
to try and prepare my children
— as I know you do — for
what is to come and the fact
is, we have no idea! However,
if we look to places like China,
Italy, or even Seattle, we are
learning that we have a long
road ahead of us and that our
Rochester life as we know it is
starting to change before our
very eyes. So, how do we relay
an urgency in hygiene and safe
practices, prepare children for
a “new world” for the time
being, and simultaneously remind them that they are safe

and cared for and keep their
anxiety to a minimum?

Here are a few things
to keep in mind:
• It is okay to share with your
children that you don’t have all
the answers but that you will
tell them when you know something that will impact them. In
the meantime, highlight those
things that will remain the
same; i.e. focus on bedtime
and showers, meals at home
with your family, shared book
reading, whatever activities
you do at home – focus on the
ones that can and will stay the
same. Even with different routines (if schools are cancelled
and kids are home during the
day) try to stay consistent at
home with what you can.
• Many big and important
events in the lives of our children have been or will be affected. Plays are being cancelled,
speculation about proms and
graduations being cancelled,
sporting events, concerts, and
clubs — this is a big loss for our

children who work so hard and
look forward to these special
events. Try and be creative and
allow for smaller “performances”
at home or an opportunity for
your child to showcase his cello
playing, for example, via facetime if technology is available
to his uncle out of town. Even
though you make creative accommodations recognize that
you want to create room for their
disappointment. Allow for the
sadness. Talk it through. Perhaps
have your child write or draw a
picture or perform a play or a
song about how they are feeling
as a means to document this
time that they will never forget and that their children will
someday want to hear about (this
shows your confidence in and a
reassurance about the future and
how we will all eventually “get
back to normal”).
• College students are coming home and dynamics in the
homes are changing — be patient with the frustration and
uncertainty of the college student who will have so many

unanswered questions pertaining to schools and dorms and
credits and programs and internships. Sit with them in their
unease and discomfort and be
particularly patient as coming
home from college can pose a
challenge (even without the
coronavirus)!
• Regardless of the age of
your children, remember that
anxiety peaks at times like
these and this might look like a
child in tears, inability to focus,
forgetfulness, or fidgeting,
trouble sleeping, or simply the
child seeming “off”. Be patient.
Be receptive. Remember that
we, at JFS, are here to help.
Please call 461-0110 to schedule a counseling appointment,
if appropriate for you or your
child. I can’t say it enough, we
are here to help.
Wishing everyone safety and
good health.
Fondly,
Jennie I. Schaff, Ph.D.
President/CEO
Jewish Family Service of Rochester, Inc. b

Education …

To Fight Anti-Semitism,
Jewish Teens Teach in Classrooms
by

HANNAH NATANSON

VIENNA, Va. (AP) — Everything was in place: the silver
kiddush cup beside the rolledup Torah. The ceremonial candle, brushing braided challah.
Twin boxes of Streit’s matzot,
unopened.
But this wasn’t a hushed synagogue readying for the holidays. It was a Northern Virginia
high school — loud, growing
louder as class let out one Tuesday last month.
Jacob Book, 16, adjusted his
kippah and stepped forward to
face two dozen students, none
of whom he knew, at James
Madison High School, which
he does not attend. He pointed
to three friends standing beside
him, behind the table with the
challah.
“We are here to talk about
our lives as Jewish teens,” Book
said, “to you.”
He cleared his throat. “Other
teens.”
The afternoon in Vienna,
Va., marked the 25th time this
school year that Jewish students walked into Washington-area classrooms, gymnasiums or auditoriums — during
or after class — to spend an
hour explaining their faith to
non-Jewish peers. The visits
take place through Student to
Student, an adaptation of a decades-old Missouri program
that the Jewish Community
Relations Council (JCRC) of
Greater Washington brought to

the District last school year in
a bid to combat a massive spike
in anti-Semitic bullying.
Wash ing ton-a rea schools
have suffered a spate of swastika-filled graffiti in recent
months — and incidents of anti-Semitic harassment in K-12
schools nationwide quadrupled
between 2015 and 2017, according to a study conducted by the
Anti-Defamation League.
At the same time, some express concern that awareness
of the Holocaust may be diminishing. A recent Pew Research
Center survey found that Americans 65 and older displayed
slightly greater knowledge of
the genocide than did younger
generations.
“We’re seeing a literal epidemic of anti-Semitism,” said
Ron Halber, executive director
of JCRC. “It has to be fought.”

Trump’s executive order
on campus anti-Semitism
draws praise, concern
During trips, Jewish high
school students — belonging
to Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist traditions — discuss topics such
as how they celebrate Shabbat,
which Jewish holiday is most
important (“It’s not Hanukkah,”
Book said to surprise) and the
Holocaust. Then, they take
questions from the adolescent
audience, some of whom, said
program director Sara Winkelman, have never met a Jewish

person.
“It’s like Judaism 101,” Winkelman said. “But from your
peers — and that humanizes
it.”
The need to “humanize Judaism,” Halber said, also spurred
JCRC to begin pushing for a law
to improve Holocaust education in Virginia about the same
time it introduced Student to
Student. JCRC’s legislative lobbying found success last month
when the Virginia General Assembly passed a bill that forms
a committee to revise how the
state teaches students about
the Holocaust, genocide and
slavery.
The legislation awaits the signature of Gov. Ralph Northam
(D), whose spokeswoma n
Alena Yarmosky declined to say
whether he plans to sign it. Yarmosky promised the governor
will “carefully review” the legislation and said Northam “is
committed to ensuring a safe,
tolerant and inclusive school
environment.”
Schools throughout the nation are struggling to handle
the outbreak of anti-Semitic harassment, experts said, and to
ensure students graduate with a
solid grasp of the Holocaust. In
many places, Jewish groups are
stepping in to help, said Barbara S. Burstin, a University of
Pittsburgh lecturer who teaches
on the Holocaust and the American Jewish experience.
Often, that assistance has in-

volved lobbying for bills similar
to the one just passed in Virginia, Burstin said. Twelve states
require Holocaust education by
law — a number that jumped
over the past few years, Burstin
said, largely attributable to the
efforts of Jewish organizations
and Holocaust centers.

School officials in
Maryland strengthen
requirements for
Holocaust education
Virginia is one of the 12,
though Halber says its required
lessons — listed in a state Education Department handout
that says students should know
the Holocaust is “prejudice…
taken to the extreme” — lack
gravity and detail. Education
Department spokesman Charles
Pyle noted “the department
supports” the JCRC-backed bill,
meant to make the state’s offerings more comprehensive.
“This push for Holocaust education has been ongoing —
but getting students to talk to
students?” Burstin said. “Huh.
Wow! I’ve never heard of anything like that before.”
Inside James Madison High,
Sam Nunez, 17, listened with
arms folded across his Virginia
Tech sweatshirt as the four presenters shifted the conversation
to food. After sharing their favorites (matzoh ball soup was
on three of four lists), the teens
summarized Jewish dietary
rules and rituals.

Rachel Friedman, 16, raised
a blue plastic pack of Oreos:
These, she said, are kosher,
meaning the cookies were prepared in accordance with Jewish culinary precepts. Those
rules stipulate that Jews cannot
eat pork or mix dairy products
and meat, Friedman said.
“Also, no shellfish,” she said.
“So no shrimp and no lobster.”
Nunez, increasingly agitated, could hold back no longer.
“Ever?” he interrupted, uncrossing his arms, and most of
the room giggled.
Afterward, Nunez said the
presentation taught him “new
things about Judaism.” He
knows some Jewish students
at school, he said, but would
never have thought to ask about
their religion.
This is the power of Student
to Student, said Rori Picker
Neiss, executive director of the
Jewish Community Relations
Council of St. Louis, which
originated the program. The
St. Louis JCRC, inspired by an
initiative that brought Israeli Jewish teenagers to talk to
their American counterparts,
launched Student to Student
with six presenters in 1992.
Popular from the start, it
grew rapidly: Today, the Missouri program involves roughly
120 Jewish teens and reaches
4,000 non-Jewish teens each
year, Picker Neiss said. It has
also proved effective at fighting
(Teens Teach — Page 20)
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History …

Pandemic Panic a Breeding Ground
for the Virus of Jew-Hatred
by

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

(JNS) — Like every other calamity in history, the coronavirus provides an excuse and a
platform for anti-Semites. But
blame on it those who legitimize hate, not the disease.
Burned into the historical
memory of the Jewish people
is what happened in the period
when the bubonic plague swept
through Europe from 1347 to
1351. The “Black Death” was
one of the greatest demographic catastrophes to afflict the
human race in recorded history.
Historians estimate that up to
50 percent of Europe’s population died in the pandemic with
rates of death as high as 75 percent in Italy, Spain and France,
where the disease was present
for four years.
But the tragedy for Jews was
not just the risk of a deadly
contagion. In the midst of unimaginable suffering, many
European Christians wanted a
scapegoat. The Jewish minority — already often set apart
in ghettos, and subject to demonization from both church
and state —was an easy choice,
and massacres and pogroms
targeting Jews across Europe
followed.

A medieval depiction of Jews being burned alive during Europe’s Black Death. (Wikimedia Commons)

T h o u g h t h e wo r l d h a s
changed a great deal in the
intervening centuries, the impulse to find someone to blame
for diseases or other calamities
is still embedded in the human
psyche. So it’s hardly surprising
to learn that there has been a
surge of anti-Semitic activity in
which anti-Semites have sought
to tie Jews to the creation and/
or spread of the coronavirus.
As JNS reported on Monday,
a group of George Washington

University students attended
the AIPAC policy conference
and, due to fears of an affected
person being at the event in
Washington, D.C., was briefly quarantined. Some of them
found themselves being targeted on social media by other
students who spread the lie that
people would get the disease
because of the actions of “white
supremacists” and “Zionists.”
Another student, who wears
a kipah, reported that he was

surrounded and taunted by a
group who called him yahood
(Arabic for “Jew”) and asserted
that Jews had “started” and
“produced” the virus.
The presence of an infected
person at AIPAC also drew an
unhealthy interest from many
Israel-haters with none other
than Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.)
reportedly retweeting (and then
subsequently deleting) an account of what happened either
out of a sense of schadenfreude

or to please those fans of the
hate she has spread about Israel,
as well as its Jewish supporters
who are an audience for conspiracy theories.
But the disturbing reactions
to the AIPAC story weren’t isolated incidents. The Anti-Defamation League reported in
early February that neo-Nazis
and white supremacists were
using the Internet to spread
conspiracy theories about Jews
being behind the disease. Since
then, the parallel contagion of
anti-Semitic bile has kept pace
with the spread of the virus and
likely will continue to build as
frustration over the shutdown
of much of communal life gives
idle minds even more time to
waste staring at the screens of
computers and smartphones.
There are some obvious conclusions to be drawn from this
depressing example of humanity’s weaknesses.
The first is that like all examples of Jew-hatred, the efforts of those eager to scapegoat
Jews or Israel for the virus have
absolutely nothing to do with
anything their intended targets
have actually done. Anti-Semitism is always about the manias
(Breeding Ground — Page 20)

Technology …

A Jewish Netflix for Teens Stuck at Home,
and More Coronavirus Content Offerings
by

ARI FELDMAN

The Jewish world is going
online as schools, synagogues
and Jewish community centers
close down across the country
in an effort to slow the spread
of coronavirus. To keep Jewish
learning and life alive for the
next several months, clergy
and educators are using what
already exists on the internet or
coming up with new programs.
“There’s this element of social isolation that’s gonna be
more and more significant
as time goes on,” said Daniel
Libenson, who co-hosts Judaism Unbound, a podcast that
in part explores the religion’s
digital frontier. “People aren’t
going to be able to talk to other
people, especially about Jewish
topics.”
Streaming is not new to the
coronavirus. A few communities have already experimented with being entirely digital:
There’s no building, just a website or a Facebook group where
members log on to schmooze
in video chats and participate
in Passover seders via Zoom.
Sites that offer online Jewish classes also already exist.
There’s TorahAnytime, a repos-

The BBYO Team working on Friday working in their Washington, D.C. office, fueled by cheesy poofs and M&Ms.

itory of sermons and learning
videos, as well as video-chat
meditation groups and classes
from the Institute for Jewish
Spirituality and online rabbinical ordination programs from
Pluralistic Rabbinical Seminary.
But organizations that have
come late to digital programming, like synagogues that
stream their services from only
a single camera, or don’t do so

at all, are going to have to work
harder to help their congregations stay engaged with Jewish
life — and sane — until life
goes back to normal, Libenson
said.
Here are the early efforts:
Libenson is hoping to launch
an “online JCC” of adult classes, prayer services and programs next week.
“We want people to feel that
when they want to do some-

thing Jewish, there’s something
Jewish for them to do,” he said.
The first major initiative is
BBYO On Demand from the
i nter nat iona l yout h g roup
B’nai B’rith Youth Organization. Their slick site — built
over just 10 days — will host
hundreds, if not thousands, of
live-streamed and pre-recorded
classes, entertainment specials,
games and discussions for Jewish teens.

As they saw major festivals
like Austin’s South by Southwest cancelling for the year,
the organization realized they
would likely have to cancel
hundreds of upcoming local,
regional and international
programs. They embraced a
tech-industry attitude, making
a platform and releasing it as
quickly as they could, while
continuing to find more partners for content and determining strategy as they went along.
“We basically built a Netflix
in a week,” said Ian Kandel,
BBYO’s vice president for global
strategy. “This was not even
an idea 10 days ago, and 10
days from now it will be very
different.”
The offerings offer a hint of
what teenage — and general — Jewish life could look
like, as mediated by screens.
The scheduled programs offer
hackathons, Talmud classes,
birthday parties, study halls
and chat rooms for the next
episode of HBO’s Westworld.
“The culture is gonna move
teens to screens, and that’s
where we’re gonna be,” Kandel
said.
(Jewish Netflix — Page 20)
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Taking Advantage
the second it definitely knows
that Iran is sneaking under the
coronavirus umbrella to pursue
nefarious nuclear activities?
The coronavirus (COVID-19)
is a double-edged sword, according to Guzansky. On the
one hand, Iran is also dealing
with it and remains under grave
pressure from within to focus
on containing it. Mohammad
Mirmohammadi, an adviser to
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has died
from the virus and so has Lt.
Gen. Nasser Sha’abani, a member of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. Hundreds
of Iranian civilians have succumbed as well (nearly 1,000
as of this writing) with many
more thousands diagnosed as
carriers.
Iran’s leaders might be fo-

cused on deali n g w it h t he
coronav i r us,
but on the flip
side, they might
also be taking
advantage of it,
a nd w it h t he
world’s foc us
temporarily diverted, working
secretly to advance their ef- Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Head of the Atomforts to achieve ic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi
nuclear capabil- near Bushehr Nuclear Plant. (Wikimedia Commons)
ity.
Clearly, Iran has something
Indeed, earlier this month,
IAEA director general Rafael to hide.
Mariano Grossi called on Iran
For this reason, said Guzanto cooperate immediately and sky, Israel needs to “strengthen
fully with the IAEA, and pro- its intelligence oversight.”
vide prompt access to locations
‘We need to keep a strong eye
which it has refused to let in- on Iran’
spectors visit.
According to a recent report

Breeding Ground
of the anti-Semites, not the actions or words of the Jews.
In this context, it’s useful to
recall that some who blamed
Jews for the plague were reacting to the fact that in those
instances, Jews were not as
drastically affected as the rest
of the population. Some have
theorized that Jewish custom
and law that mandated regular washing was one reason.
Another was the fact that Jews
rid their homes of grain (consumed by the rats that spread
the plague) in the spring prior
to Passover, when the plague
was usually at its worst. But it
may also have had to do with
the fact that in many places,
Jews were lodged in ghettos
and physically isolated from
other people. Anti-Jewish discriminatory measures had cre-

by the Jerusalem Institute for
Strategy and Security, “in early
2018 Israeli intelligence acquired Iran’s ‘atomic archive.’
Despite the promises of ‘robust
transparency,’ we now know
that in the months following
the JCPOA’s conclusion, Iran
accelerated its efforts to collect,
organize and hide this huge
trove of materials detailing its
extensive work to develop and
produce nuclear weapons. The
discovery of the archive laid
bare both Iran’s long-term intentions and the JCPOA’s many
flaws.”
And that was two years ago.
Israel has every reason to believe that Iran has only doubled
its efforts since then to achieve
nuclear capability.
“We should accelerate our
means of intelligence so that

we will know better what they
are doing,” said Guzansky. “We
also need to be in close contact
with the Americans,” he added,
to ensure that we are “on the
same page.”
But questions remain: What
happens if and when further action must be taken to stop Iran?
What will the United States do?
What can Israel expect from the
United States? Where do the
Americans stand on this?
These are issues that must be
addressed, stressed Guzansky.
“Countries today are under
severe economic strain,” he
noted.
“For this reason,” he said,
“specifically, at this time, we
need to keep a strong eye on
Iran. We should let Iran know
we are scrutinizing them on
everything.” b

gusting when he accompanied
it with a claim that the strength
of the coronavirus outbreak in
Iran was also a punishment for
the regime’s hatred of Israel.
Like disease, hateful scapegoating and attempts to implicate the Almighty in tragic
events knows no boundaries
— and finds willing hosts wherever ignorance and prejudice
finds a home.
Just as it is deplorable for anti-Semites or other sorts of bigots to conflate their psychosis
and hate-filled myths with the
struggle against a real disease,
we’d all do well to avoid trying
to confuse debates about other
issues, especially those related
to immigration and borders,
with the question of how to stop
the spread of the contagion.
Shutting down travel or restrict-

ing access to borders is not an
act of prejudice, but common
sense at a time of peril. In this
regard, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s decisive
actions to try to limit its reach
were entirely correct.
We have no idea of how bad
things will get as much of the
world shuts down in order to
prevent the virus from claiming more victims. But we do
know that the basic instincts
and fears of human beings that
drove so much hate in earlier
eras remain in spite of the trappings of technology and civilization that often cloak them.
We may well find a cure for
coronavirus, either in Israel
or elsewhere. But a cure for
the virus of anti-Semitism and
senseless hate is likely to continue to elude humanity. b

(Continued from Page 19)

ated, in effect, a quarantine that
would only be broken when the
mobs attacked the ghettos.
Yet in those places where
Jews a nd Ch r ist ia ns l ived
alongside each other, the toll of
suffering was much the same.
It should be recalled that Islamist radicals have sought to
blame Israel and the Jews for
the 9/11 attacks in a pitiful attempt to divert attention from
the real culprits. So, too, do
some today cite Israel’s amazing high-tech contributions to
medicine and health in order
to fuel new conspiracies about
the virus. If, as may well prove
to be the case, Israeli scientists
give the world a coronavirus
vaccine, friends of the Jewish state will most likely mock
those who advocate boycotts
of its products. But expect the

Jewish Netflix
The programs will be free,
Kandel said, adding that he
couldn’t offer a specific cost
of building the site so far, but
that it was relatively inexpensive, because they’re relying
on cheap or free server software and are getting teachers,
comedians, youth leaders and
others to contribute content on
a volunteer basis.
They’ve invited institutions
from every part of the Jewish
world to join their platform,
Kandel said — they only were
able to send out the invited in the last 24 hours, so it
will depend on those groups
when they begin scheduling
programs.
“We have no idea how this is
gonna go,” Kandel said. “Some
of it might be great, some of it
might miss. We’re gonna learn
a lot from it.”
There are other nascent efforts as well.
Nir Büchler, vice president
of philanthropy for The Jewish
Agency for Israel, launched a

(Continued from Page 17)

same anti-Semitic hatemongers
to claim that it’s all part of a
nefarious Jewish plot.
Of course, we shouldn’t pretend that Jews are exempt from
the temptation to find scapegoats.
An example of how religious
figures discredit Judaism to
the non-observant came when
Rabbi Meir Mazuz, a prominent
Israeli ultra-nationalist, said
last week that the virus was an
act of Divine judgment aimed
at humanity in order to punish
it for gay-pride parades in the
Jewish state. Mazuz has in the
past blamed acts of terrorism
on gay people, as well as asserted that a garage collapse and
the crash of an Israeli satellite
were due to desecration of the
Sabbath. Nor was his recent act
of incitement made any less dis-

(Continued from Page 19)

Facebook group Thursday night book Live. His 45-minute ses- that observe this stricter interfor taking virtual tours of Israel sion had more than 670 views, pretation of halakha will need
with licensed guides via Zoom and drew scores of comments to find a quorum of 10 fellow
video-conferencing software. of support and thanks. At the adults for a minyan in order
The program, Büchler wrote close of his service, he read to complete the full prayer serin a post, is meant to help fi- names of death anniversaries, vice. And many synagogues
nancially support Israeli tour or yartzeits, from congregants’ have no ritual issues but have
guides as travel to Israel from real-time comments — includ- been slow to embrace the techoutside countries has been shut ing the names of several people nology, seeing it as secondary
down by its government. Fri- who have died from corona- to in-person events and prayer
day, the group saw one tour: virus.
services, said Libenson.
Zvi Geva, a licensed guide,
Not all synagogues provide
Reform communities, and
gave a tour of the walls of the online services. Orthodox and those that embrace technology
ancient Mediterranean port city Conservative Jews have reject- in their sanctuary, have more
Akko on a rainy afternoon.
ed interpretations of Jewish law leeway to offer flexible, isolaSynagogues that already offer that allow for prayer services tion-friendly services. b
streaming are upping their of- to happen via video-chat. Jews ©Forward. Reprinted with authorization.
ferings as well.
On Friday
morning, Rabbi
David Ingber, leader of
R o m e m u, t h e
non-denominational synagogue
on Manhattan’s
Upper West Side,
prayed and meditated from his
home via FaceRabbi David Ingber praying via Facebook Live.

Teens
Teach
(Continued from Page 18)

hatred — in yearly surveys conducted by the St. Louis JCRC,
teachers reported that, after a
Student to Student visit, their
classrooms saw reductions in
anti-Semitic bullying.
Still, no one thought of extending the program beyond St.
Louis, Picker Neiss said, until
the recent national surge in
anti-Semitism. Fueled by anxiety — and two grants totaling
$30,000 from a Jewish nonprofit — her organization collaborated with Jewish groups
and schools to launch Student
to Student in Chicago, Indianapolis, Des Moines and the
D.C. area. The ambition, Picker
Neiss said, is to spread Student
to Student to all 50 states.
“An adult comes, and teens’
eyes glaze over,” she said. “But
when they can interact with
one another, they just perk up
right away.” b
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